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Short fiction is among the most ephemeral

categories of literature. It is often published in
literary journals, shoestring or avant garde reviews,
as well as university journals in small runs that often
appear irregularly or lapse entirely. Not only does
much short fiction escape collection by the world’s
librarians, but there must also exist thousands of
unpublished Southeast Asian short stories.

This situation impedes scholars from knowing
the full range of the printed word in the region. In
this way, they miss the thoughts of many social
groups, including submerged populations who
frequently have no other outlets in print other than
short fiction.

There are scarcely any studies of Southeast
Asian short fiction. Although the earliest short
story from the region appeared in Bangkok in 1874,
the genre’s first assessment, by Leopoldo Y. Yabes
about stories from the Philippines, was written some
six decades later.”

Part of the reason is that their narratives
explore aspects of life and give voice to points of
view often outside the scholarly world. Because
they can be written relatively quickly, disaffected
persons (assuming they possess sufficient writing
skills) could tell stories about minorities, crime, anti-
colonial protests, and other aspects of marginalized
This has

officials

life that often escape description in print.

resulted in colonial and post-colonial

1) “Pioneering in the Filipino Short Story in English
(1925-1940),” Philippine Short Stories 1925-1940.
Quezon City: University of the Philippines 1997,
pp. xix—xxxvii. Yabes had planned for this essay
to be part of a series on Filipino writing in
English. Although the section on the novel was
published, the subsequent parts, including the one
on short stories, could not be published due to the
outbreak of World War IIL.
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