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not just about empiricities but about constructing more
refined concepts to help us imagine well the apt sce-
nario for the data. In this case, Saitta and Keene [1990]
have long criticized this intuitive tendency to think that
hierarchical equates elitism. In their view, centralized
leadership does not axiomatically mean the destruction
of egalitarianism; neither should hierarchical organiza-
tion be automatically read as an elitism of power.
Between IR’s heterarchic reading and the hierarchy-
emphasizing views of most chiefdom-framed studies
lies the still open space for a tighter description of the
range, diversity, and dynamics of non-state prehistoric
Philippine political systems.
(Myfel Joseph Paluga - Department of Social Sciences,
CHSS, University of the Philippines, Mindanao)
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