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A Case of Sponge Kindney or Cystic Disease of Renal Pyramids

Jisaburo SakaToku and Takeyoshi Miura

From the Department of Urology, Faculty of Medicine, Kyolo University.
(Director : Prof. T. Inada M. D.)

Cacchi and Ricci described a rare cystic disease of renal pyramids ‘‘the sponge
kidney”’ in 1949.

The disease is bilateral, and cystic change occupies the pyramids exclusively,
involving the medullary portion, and penetrating the renal convexity to a variable
degree.

Patient was a 51 years old banker, whose cardinal symptoms were intermittend
hematuria accompanied by pain in both renal regions. He entered our clinic March
3. 1954. Excretory and retrograde pyelograms showed the penetration of the cont-
rast media at the all calyces with typical ‘‘bouquet des fleurs’’ picture which iden-
tified the sponge kidney or cystic desease of the renal pyramids. Right nephrectomy
was done for pyonephrotic change which combined with hyperpyrexia. Macroscopic
examination of the removed specimens on cut surface showed multiple cystic lesions
occupy the pyramids excusively. Microscopic findings disclosed multiple cystic for-

mations and interstitial round cell infiltration in the papillary portions.
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