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A CASE OF PRIMARY MALIGNANT RETROPERITONEAL
MESOTHELIOMA NEEDED TO DIFFERENTIATE ADRENAL TUMOR
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Malignant mesothelioma is a neoplasm which tends to develop along serosal surfaces, such as the
pleura and peritoneum. We report a rare case of malignant retroperitoneal mesothelioma in a 27-
year-old woman. The patient was admitted with a chief compliant of intermittent high fever once a
month, and left retroperitoneal tumor was detected by dynamic abdominal computed tomography.
Since an adrenal tumor was suspected, laparoscopic tumor extirpation was performed.
Immunohistochemically tumor cells were positive for calretinin and thrombomodulin, but negative for
carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) and Ber-Ep4. Based on these findings, primary malignant

retroperitoneal mesothelioma was diagnosed.

(Acta Urol. Jpn. 48: 183-186, 2002)
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Fig. 1. Computed tomography revealed a
tumor in the left suprarenal space.
Left adrenal carcinoma was suspected.

Fig. 2. Angiography revealed retro-peritoneal
tumor after infused contrast material
into tumor feeding artery.
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Fig. 3. Tubular structure by eosinophilic cell,
sheet alignment by clear cell, lympha-
tic and plasma cell invasion were
observed (HE X10).
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Fig. 4. It was positive for calretinin by im-
munofluorescent stain (X20).
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