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A CASE OF BLADDER CANCER PRODUCING
a-FETOPROTEIN (AFP)

Hidenori Takayama

From the Division of Urology, Takayama Clinic

The high incidence of increased level of AFP in association with primary hepatoma and
embryonic tumors of the ovary and testis is well recognized, but elevated AFP is very uncommon

in bladder cancer.

A 74-year-old man, diagnosed with transitional cell carcinoma of the bladder, showed an increased
level (410 ng/ml) of circulating AFP. After partial cystectomy, the high level of AFP returned
to the normal value. The AFP level remained normal for 4.5 years after surgery and no recurrence
of bladder cancer was seen by the cystoscopy. X-ray and ultrasound examination has revealed

no evidence of neoplasm in the other organs.

AFP producing localization was detected in bladder cancer cells by the use of immunocyto-

chemical technique with the avidin-biotin method.

(Acta Urol. Jpn. 41: 387-389, 1995)
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Fig. 1. Transuretnral US revealed a solitary
tumor with a wide pedicle.
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Fig. 2. Pathohistology of tumor showed tran-
sitional cell carcinoma and grade [3. (H.
E. x50)

Fig. 3. High power micrograph of immunoreac-
tion for AFP. Black reactive aggregates
of AFP production are demonstrated on
the cytoplasm of the tumor cells. (X 50)
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