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TWO CASES OF SMALL CELL CARCINOMA OF THE URINARY BLADDER

Masaaki ImMaMURA, Youichi Mizurant, Hitoshi Yamapa, Tadashi MaTsupa
Tosuiro TEracHI, Yusaku Oxkapa and Osamu YosHIDA
From the Department of Urology, Faculty of Medicine, Kyoto University

Small cell carcinoma of the urinary bladder is a rare entity, and is considered to be of
neurosecretary origin. Its prognosis is generally poor even with aggressive therapy. In Japan, 19
cases of small cell carcinoma of the urinary bladder have been reported including our cases. We
herein report two cases of small cell carcinoma of the urinary bladder. One patient was an 80-year-old
male. Cystoscopy revealed a large tumor centered on the posterior wall of the urinary bladder. The
biopsy specimen of the tumor revealed small cell carcinoma. Intraarterial infusion chemotherapy was
performed. He died of multiple liver metastasis 8 months after chemotherapy. The other patient was
a 80-year-old male. Cystoscopy revealed a bladder tumor on the left lateral wall. The biopsy
specimen of the tumor revealed small cell carcinoma. Irradiation and partial cystectomy were
performed. He has been well without any evidence of recurrence 6 months after surgery. Our cases
and a review of the literature indicate that a multidisciplinary treatment may improve prognosis of
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small cell carcinoma of the urinary bladder.

(Acta Urol. Jpn. 42: 595-599, 1996)
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Fig. 1. Pelvic CT before (A) and after (B) che-

motherapy showed complete remission of

bladder tumor and bilateral iliac lymph
node metastasis.

Fig. 2. Solid patterns of small cell carcinoma with
hyperchromatic nuclei and scanty cyto-
plasm (HEX200).
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Fig. 3. The electron microscopic figure of small cell
carcinoma. It shows a few neurosecretory
granules (arrows) within the cytoplasm.
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Fig. 5. Sheets of small cell carcinoma with
intermediate-sized tumor cells (HE X
200).

Fig. 6. The electron microscopic figure of small
cell carcinoma. Irregular nuclei is
hyperchromatic. Cytoplasm contains few
organelles. Diffuse dense core neuro-
secretary granules (arrow) are seen within
cytoplasm.
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Table 1. Reports of small cell carcinoma of the urinary bladder in Japan
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