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MIGRATION OF SURGICAL SPONGE RETAINED
AT TRANSVAGINAL HYSTERECTOMY INTO
THE BLADDER: A CASE REPORT

Kumiko Karto, Takashi Kawai, Koichi Suzuki,
Shotoku Sar and Tatsuro MURASE
From the Department of Urology, Red Cross Nagoya First Hospital

Urge incontinence and frequency, persisting despite oral anticholinergics and antibiotics for four

months, brought a 72-year-old woman to our hospital.

Plain abdominal X-ray followed by cystoscopy

demonstrated a large stone (43X37 mm) in the bladder, and the patient underwent suprapubic

cystotomy to remove the stone.

The stone contained a surgical sponge, which was apparently left in

situ at transvaginal hysterectomy two years previously. The sponge had most likely eroded the
bladder wall and migrated into the cavity. We found a total of 17 cases reported in Japan of a surgical

sponge migrating into the bladder.

In particular, our case was associated with transvaginal surgery,

while the other 16 cases involved transabdominal surgery.

(Acta Urol. Jpn. 44: 183-185, 1998)
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Antero-posterior plain film of the pel-
vis showing a bladder stone with a
linear structure.

Fig. 1.
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Fig. 2. The bladder stone formed around a
retained surgical sponge.
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