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CASE REPORT: A FOREIGN BODY (GAUZE) IN THE BLADDER

Keiichiro Nishikawa, Akira Ohyama, Eishin Kan,
Arata Sawamura, Shuji Ito, Takahisa Terada
and Hiroshi Tanaka

From the Department of Urology, Ohno Memorial Hospital

A case of bladder tamponade caused by a foreign body (gauze) in the bladder of a 24-year-
old man is reported. He had been treated with the Lambotte wire and screw to repair his pubic
bone fracture caused by a traffic accident. About one year later, the wire and screw were removed
from the patient. However, he suffered from gross hematuria and bladder tamponade on the 11th
day after the 2nd operation, and he was transferred to our outpatient department on emergency.
Further urological examinations were done for this case. The patient was diagnosed as having
bladder tamponade caused by a foreign body, a gauze, in the bladder. Among these examinations
NMR-CT gave us the most interesting and useful findings. NMR-CT showed that the gauze penet-

rated the bladder wall.

(Acta Urol. Jpn. 37: 287-289, 1991)
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Fig. 1. DIP shows irregularity and deformity
of the left lateral bladder wall.

Fig. 2. X-ray CT (prone position) shows a
mass (arrow) on the bladder wall.

Fig. 3. NMR-CT (sagittal section) shows a mass
(arrow) between the internal urethral
orifice and anterior bladder wall.
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Fig. 4 NMR-CT shows a mass (arrow) penet-
rating the bladder.
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Table 1. Classification of foreign bodies in the

bladder
Foreign bodies in the bladder Cases (%)
Transurethral 769 (58.2)
Transvesical 363 (27.5)
Unknown 190 (14.4)
Total 1,322

Case of the transvesical foreign bodies Cases (%)

Gynecological operation 160 (44.1)

Urological operation 89 (24.5)

Surgical operation 21 (5.8

Something used for the treatment 20 (5.5)

Others 73 (20.1)
Total 363
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