1542

[ngﬁgs%m%

19874108

B ST IR R O BRASHIIRKR & EHRZ ORRFERIZIR

FHMHIERKFWREHELE (EE L REE)
R B K -E X S

COST-BENEFIT EFFECT OF MASS SCREENING FOR PROSTATIC
DISEASE ON NATIONAL ECONOMY
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A survey was made to determine how much mass screening for prostatic cancer (PC) and be-
nign prostatic hypertrophy (BPH) would benefit the nation economically. Presently in japan, ap-
proximately 20,000 people are suffering from PC, approximately 0.2%, of the male population over
the age of 55. Approximately 37 billion yen is spended annually to treat them with current medi-
cal care. This amounts to approximately 0.3% of the annual national medical fee for all diseases
and approximately 4% for malignant neoplasms. However, if all adult males participated in a mass
screening program for prostatic cancer once every two years, a program already established by us,
eradication of PC may be theoretically possible at the cost of approximately 31 billion yen per year.
Mass screening for prostatic cancer will thus contribute highly to both the reduction of the national
medical costs and the decrease of deaths from cancer. The nation also spends heavily on BPH.
There is an urgent need to recognize that BPH is a heavy burden on the national economy, and

J

to consider a proper counterplan.
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1976 1296 2302 1.78 387
1977 1448 2827 1.95 633
1978 1499 3063 2.04 858
1979 1666 3331 2.00 1089
1980 1736 3343 1.92 1324
1981 1866 3361 1.80 1331
1982 2053 4106 2 2336
1983 2168 4336 2 2862
1984 2315 4630 2 3547
1985 2315 4630 2 3959
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