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EXPERIMENTAL STUDIES OF MALE INFERTILITY AND ZINC

Nobutoshi Oka, Osamu Matsumoro and Sadao Kammono

From the Department of Urology, School of Medicine, Kobe University
(Director: Prof. S. Kamidono)

The physiological role of zinc in sperm motility was studied. There was a positive
correlation between the sperm motility and the low molecular weight binding zinc (ultrafiltrable
zinc) concentration. The low molecular weight binding zinc was purified by gel filtration and
identified as zinc citrate by gas chromatography/mass spectrometry. The addition of zinc
citrate to the fresh semen of the patients with asthenozoospermia stimulated sperm motility.
These results suggest that zinc has a significant role in human sperm motility.
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BRSO L BB TRE, BT ERRs X
OSSR EERE Y YR (B Lt~y ma v,
— 2 BuwWi-HEBRKKREREE (Bilevel Picture
Processing System) W CTHITE L1c?®. BTHBHEIL
HEWRBERD Papanicolaou R@EAZ{ER L, Mac-
leold DFFIHE>THEELL?. BWT7 7oy Vil
#ix BAEE/ADH (benzoyl arginine ethyl ester/
alcohol/dehydrogenase) i CHIE L. HET &
ABRE: (sperm penetration assay; SPA) (Z&EWH
Bz~ s A Z —JERAGTRES P, ERPEG
BIC= 7 %oy ABEY BTREECTRIE L.
BRI RER © B % 2,000 g x 3045 GED
SEEL, FEHFEHE IO SR vy ARBIETS ¥
T—20C CRELL. BEPFERBIT <~/ kY
AV, BEREIKTT00ECARL, FEFRLE
EESt (Perkin-Elmer 403) i CHIE Shic. BHO
JIE LA 1L lump current 10 mA, resonance line
2139 nm, slit 0.l mm & L. cv fHiXl.8%TH Y,
TR INEIGAR TI197. 8% DENE TH » Ic

3. BRINVRBIERERDOAE

FBaIEEAEH L LT, RABERC X » IR0
HORAFEEEHENE L. RINEBEEHO S
i, REBVETLHETET, »oBRORR
MEZST, pH, 14 vRELVCELEFLT,
GRS A T LN TEBELE 2 v 7 AR
Ease < Micropartition system, MPS-3 (Amicon,
USA)>® A L.

¥4 0.5ml % MPS-3 BRBREE I HEA L, 2,000g
X B0 RLELSHE L o, 30 h iRy BEAKT
W0 AERL, ETREEC CHNRE#AIE L.
MPS-3 FBRBFREhTWwS YMT 2 v7 vy
DL ESTFEI330,000TH D, YMT £ v 7 L vDH
ATFEEL3. 2% (n=9) THoT.

4. FIVEBERIC L ZENERMEOIIT

Sephadex G-25 (Pharmacia Fine Chemicals,
Uppsala, Sweeden) % i\ vic ¥ AiEER X b, B
SIESMBE RS L.

BH D Sephadex X7+ A7 vOEFIKL T
BERIR TS VT, BUKEEREIIe Frx
vAETHB. LhL, i b Sephadex 44455
WHOTEECIBRE AR F A ELPEEETRT
WHTDEA F A, Tl ISR A vy
2347 ARRABEINS. COXSnanFron
HEre X AERXR D, SER S A AEF v AEERK
FHATRF I VATE Frd o LR BT L
Sephadex # i\ 1c?.
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Sk 5.5x300mm DF T AN T AEFTRIN,
¥ A DPHELE X ORI & LT 0.05 MTris HCL
pH 7.4 %\, » 5 siBERCK-T. ThEhO
7 5 AOFHRRIES X OPRATK Vo iX Blue Dext-
rane 2,000 (Pharmacia Fine Chemicals) Z VT
Bt TR X R <y FORGEEN T 20 A
ApLitEEhi. SFE<-#-ELTC FEMD
S - vA BFE 25,000, Pharmacia Fine
Chemicals), 7 v#+7 vy v 17777 DD-3489
(HT81,100, H—HE) ¥ XV NAD (nicotina-
mide/adenine dinucleotide) (4 & 663, Sigma,
USA) %8\ fe. iz 03 ml/min. & Lic, ¥V
PGB = ok BHRCROBE B 280 nm DREE
CHREL, BREETERXE 7= vERIERETH
EXhl.

REHIER B X Bl XU DR
FWHa Avie., L2 AT, Kifr an BT OES T
%E%%ﬁ@u\ Wy ;‘__\/%ﬁ%\m,m,zs)_ ¥aly y%
4%, YE{LTREA I Y LTHEETS LRESR TS
D, H—XhkRBEELh T, 22T, R
X7 = v G (HFEe06, BB L), i
(DFE136, FNHIE) IO 2 vEEHIE=
v v (GFEL23, FRMER) &EtERT X v E
B Lic>0 3&% v

5. Gas chromatography/mass spectrometry
(GC/MS) IZ & BESPIESEXFHE DS

L, SRR THBE S WGBS T EGAE
SOEE REER L0 T, WRXITTEO RBREE
oy =vEREEE L. ThbH v AR T T AR
7V a=ALTARED, SHHERAF ) -1 CEH
{£2) 1ml # Mz icfic 100°C, 304 MIInEmE L,
TWNEEYBY 2 F V= A T LEEEE L.

GC/MS ##73&E 3, JMS-DX300 (BAZTE)
wF—2 fE¥TE= v Y. —% &£ 1T JMA-5000 %+
v54vL, #740% 30mx053 mm (flm thick-
ness) Fused Silica Mega Bore Column DB-1 (J&
W Scientific Ins.) # B\, £+ YV 75 A He (i
30 ml/ml), #» 5 ~JEEE 150~220°C (F{& 8°C/min.)
D7 w75 LB RBET, =V Y »F v —RE1280°
CrHELL. BEAMBOSFMH L, El =—rc
IEERE 3KV, 4+ vLFERE 250°C, 1+ v k&
¥t 300 A, 1 4 VALEE 70eV, FREES00D &M T
BEK100~500% 3H41 7+ TAF 5 v LI,

6. HEHORHTEENREICHT HHR

¥ s TR O/

IEZE R AT HIEFR B L D BIcERY Mann
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X % sperm-Ringer solution, pH 7.0 (140 mM Na
Cl, 5.7 mM KQl, 1.4 mM KH:PO,, l.4m MgSO;
= 7THz0, 2.6 mM NaHCOs # &ty 0.1 MY v g
R T 2 EBEHL, FBTRE A 20~40x105/ml
LB X O TR e R L. ARPREK
7= vEESYHREL, REESHRES 0.02 mM,
02mM ¥ X0 2mM & 7% k5 e 7 = VT
W T L. ke, BTEEK 02ml Ly
MER 02ml #EAL, REBETEE 10~20%109%/
ml, FEFEEILE 0 mM, 0.0l mM, 0.1 mM ¥ X 08
ImM &5 X5 Lic. 7ok, 7= vEBEH
BRI pHT0 Lics X5 L.
2SR B LR TR R O

R BT RNIREEE 3 Ao R BRI
AW LUTHEE U o BRI L th 6 Bk 2 b 4FIL
fo. HETREEER X DT 22G T vF A A
FERIEAL, BELEESCBEin EHRE A
THBEEEKT wash out L. = @ BIK%E 250
g X 3053 O L7-#%, sperm-Ringer solution,
pH 7.0 C2EEkE L, HFTFRE 10~20%10¢/ml i
A YO CHTFIRRR AR L. ki, BTRIER
02ml k7= vREHHEIK 0.2 ml 2EAL, RKE
FYEEE 5~10x 105/ml, FRRTEENIEE 0 mM % X0t |
mM L5k X SR L.

G FEEER O FERREDOAE

BT EEE (25°C) w £EEE o BHEW Y Hm
L, SRCEFEDR s XU PEEEEEY BPP
svstem VT JIE Ui, BHRIFMEEROEHRE
I OEYERIEE Y 100 & L, EBEEORIFRELIT
ThbiexT s TEbL L.

4)7 = VB L BUETIERERT
WHTENFICEE LT VW AEE D 5 HETRE
20~40 x 105/ml, }&FEEHZE20~40% OETEIAERL
FERTREL SR E L, 2mM OFEHME Tk
Lte 7 = BB (pH 7.0) ML, HTED

Ris X CREBERERE O LR BRI RES Lic. &
REEcit 3 mM gL e 7 = VK (pH 7.0)
BRMUE. To¥s, WEE LT EIEREORIMT
R IRSR IR EE L T aME 103 pg/ml TH - 7.

= g

1. HRPENRELBTSX—5F

gL L ET BN BN REEE T L oML
TipE, EER, PEDHE, BTERERLT
SPA whHEENA LRI, LaL, FHBiftPEHIEE
BIV=rxvy sBECIERERZED LRI, -
7= (Table 1).

% 2 TS EO LR R ORE BT BLE O FIHE 141
pg/ml (40~446) (Fig. 1) X v ERELBRED 2
T, FhoDOZEET 7 2 — 2 R LB L
To. TORER, FEORYEF </ Aoy A RENEE
(p<0.01) i gEhs -7z (Table 2).

MR OESREE L ~ 75 v v ABE L OMIZED
ARBABEMRE B, HIBILRIK r=0.81 (p<{0.01), MG
EET Mg=0.74 Zn+28.8 CH ~1= (Fig. 2).

2. BRIMVmBHENRELBTF/ISA—F

PRI TEBME TSR A FIE L7c 30 D FisfElL 73 ng

40r
mean @ 141 ng/ml

range : 40—446 #g/ml

20r

10+
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Fig. I. Zinc concentration of seminal plasma

in 108 specimens

Table 1. Semen characteristics

Fer(t:‘llz\qlgn Infa(r;ti%]l;lan p-value
Density (X10*./ml} 89.7+6.5 45.9+4.0 P<0.01
Motility Rate (%) 67.3%1.7 32.0%2.3 P<0.01
Mean Velocity {um./sec) 30.86+1.0 24,9+0.9 P<0.05
Abnormal Sperm (%) 26.2+1.5 40.0%2.4 P<0.06
SPA (%) 64+4 24+6 P<0.05
Acrosin Activity (mUX 10" sperm) 3.8+0.5 2.9+0.4 N.S.
Zinc (¢ g/ ml) 13448 161412 NS.
Magnesium (Mg./ml) 1167 13110 N.8.

meantS.E.
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Table 2. Semen characteristics by seminal zinc concentration

Seminal Zinc

S140ug/m >140ug/ml P-velue
(n=60) (n=48)

Density (x10%ml) 63.1+5.4 74.418.3 N.S.
Motility Rate (%) 43.9%£2.9 47 1x2.7 N.S.
Mean Velocity (1m/sec) 27.9%1.1 29.4%1.0 N.8.
Abnormal Sperm (%) 30.0%£2.2 32.6+2.3 N.S.
SPA (%) 64.0%7.0 52.3+6.6 N.S.
Acrosin Activity (mUX10" sperm) 3.710.5 3.0%0.5 N.5.
Mg (ug/mb) 97.3+5.2 181.4+9.5 P<0.01
mean+S.E.

Table 3. Semen characteristics by seminal ultrafiltrable

zinc concentration

Ultrefiltrable Zinc

£73ug/ml >73ug/ml  P-value
(n=15) {n=15)
Density (X10/ml) 57.1+7.4 47.7£11.0 N.S.
Motitity Rate (%) 44.4%5.9 40.2+4.4 N.S.
Mean Velocity {um,/sec) 25.2+1.8 30.6+1.0 P<0.05
Abnormal Sperm (%) 23.3%+2.1 33.6+4.8 N.S.
SPA (%) 65.2+11.8 62.7+13.9 N.S.
Acrosin Activity (mUX10" sperm) 1.7%0.3 3.6+0.9 N.S.
meanxS$.E.
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Fig. 2. Correlation between zinc and magne-
sium concentration in seminal plasma.

[ml (21~120) TH - 7= (Fig. 3). EEDBARE
HHGBELVFHEL ) bRRELERED 25 S
TEBET A5 2 — 25T s &, FHEESEEN
AEEEWTER (p<0.05) iT@d o7 (Table 3).
KRR IRE & PR EREE & oML IE OB
xR, HEEARE r=0434 (p<0.05), EIFELL
Y=0.09X+21.0 T -t (Fig. 4).

3. FIEBERICKBESTFHEREATROIMT
(Fig. 5)

BFREOKE L Bis»> e YBoZH wHREYK Se-
phadex G-25 % AWIEHRD ¥ VB s r=t 7
5 (Fig. 5-a) % %% &, K 280 nm D HILE

] before UF
mean : 150+11 #g/mi
range : 40-298 2g/ml
A efter UF
mean : 7356 xg/mi
range : 21-120 2g/m!

NUMBER OF SAMPLES

[ M

~200 ~250 ~300
i i (ug/ml)
Zinc Concentration

~50 ~100 ~150

Fig. 3. Zinc concentration before and after

ultrafiltration in 30 specimens of
seminal plasma.

T3D2DOE—7RRLT5. FERPEEHBEEIL Ve/
Vo=1.15 L Ve/Vo=1.6¢ © 2t 0 v¥'— 7 % R
L, BOFHEEESES L EFTYEEAERORTHE
PIRBIhic,

FEIRORIMERED ¥ 7 r= b 75 & (Fig. 5-b)
IIFEEE L AR 280 nm O BHE T3 OD E— %
KLY, BROE— 7 REWEETH Y, TFE
30, 000Ll LB S FHEIREShID EEL LR
1.
WE L LicEmevbamt, 7 =vEBESH Ve/Vo=
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Fig. 4. Correlation between mean sperm
velocity and ultrafiltrable zinc con-
centration

1.64, vV = VEEEESY Ve/Vo=1.94, fE{LESR Ve/V
0=3.27 w¥— 7 &RL, BHEPESTOERBAES
L= /BN D ¥ — 7 Y Ve/Vo=1.64 T—FK L

7.

ToT END, BETHERRAERML, = v BRES
ThHT ENBIFRER.

4. Gas chromatography/mass spectrometry
L& VBORE

Fig. 6 7 AilEC TSI ES TWERE
HRE X O 7= vBER O s FL=RATLHEEEY
GC/MS T4 # L total ion chromatogram
(TIC), ~Ax 7m=<} 7 7 & (MG, Fig. 6-a) $X
B=AAR=7 b (MS, Fig. 6-b, ¢) 2R&N T\
5. RPLES% GC/MS oREZHETCHTL, GC
BT B R OB 5 XU MS it HBREE
KOBEBT B0 E S e Ui

s, AEBRTIL s = vHERY 5 BEM A 2 7 —
AR CIBEESRL, FEeiiEthe L, AR 7
=VEEE b Y AF L= AT EERTOS SR, i
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Fig. 5. Elution patterns of seminal samples (a), ultrafiltrated seminal
samples (b) and standard samples (c)
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Fig. 6. Thermochromatograms of total ion and
fragment ions of seminal sample (a),
mass spectra of seminal sample (b)
and standard zinc citrate (c)

¥, BRRAESERRERFE T2 Fr= 27 MEXE
Y

R LB GC/MS S¥1it, GC THEOEE
BERIA 2L, MS T M* & LT m/z 23 #1230
W, 7=VEELF) AFAZATFARBENE IR T
5 (M-COOHs)* 735 72 v 44 vHt mfz 175
CHEMZh, FARERLAEKLE

FARBs e= 757 4 -8 X0 GC/MS O
BORR»D BREAESTFHHRIL 7 = vE & FE
This.

5. YT UERENHRNCLIEFESEOSIL
DEEESHET (Fig. 7)
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Fig. 7. Change of motility rate (a) ar}d mean
velocity (b) on washed ejaculated

spermatozoa.
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Fig. 8. Change of motility rate (a) and mean
velosity (b) on spermatozoa with
asthenozospermia.

WMEELLLEEEORBRTERHR L2 v v - BT
L, BHEMBCTREECEDHROETERZRED S
Loo, ToBREERNRFCRi-he, #EE#HE
BT~ fe. FREOHSR MBI $EW R
Wik ot BFEEEREECOWT L LB A
BT Ieh 1.

B EEHE AT

R AT IC O TiL, BEEESH S DR RE
W R ILERER G | BEE L fconng
P B TR THEOBBHLIRREYRD 5 OHR T,
HEERE T 2B L TE b ofe. BHOEMN
o THHERE LEET o T ERRE
Mmoo,

BT EIEREMEET (Fig. 8)

BFENEREERCERYRNL, BT EDED
T2 BT RIE Lic. BHHFEMETE=2 Y e
AT L, B ERRO ERYED, TOBRLE
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TERE (p<0.05) w#mL, o #KdRIFCRich
Twie. fods, EHIZ & EETRINFTOR SR menk
ELBTERROELEERF Licb 2 b, KR
SRBEMECRERERM L7 = vBERC LK
BT3EANAbRT.

HEHASMENT W 57 — 2 @ ¥E i UC Mann-Whit-
ney U %, Student-t HE, B/P_FEkxALv,
BFEKEXS BRFEA L.

1 =

EFC BT AEHOBETECMIEER T, &
ERROESCEE R YR LTWB EEh Ty
5.

Z O L 18694, Raulin & L b Aspergillus
niger ONARBRTH 5 & &L B FD TRIID,
19344Ei2it Tood B2 5 , b O A NI NET
BB EREHBLEY hb ORBEXNLHEE D
WE T, A#ilc s 5 E SR X UHE Bl
THPEMED Hh, 19394F i Keilin & Mann®®
HEH A e b REPUKRBERO BRRS THB &
BRI, £0#H, S 0EBEHY ST &BMTEIK «
LERSh, KRBT sEROEEESEHERS
BT, 19614F, Prasadad? (T4 s v -y 7t
DE VBRI L DR B E R E#O MG LE 5 s
REFBPORZC LB DD EL, v PEBTFAHES
DOYEBFWEESY RWEL, b k3 5EROH
BN ORI E .

HEMEEREMEEE L SN 1T o\ T id, 19214FiC Bert-
rand & Vladesco? Ak MWK B X USRS
BEOCESNESINT WS Z EXBE L, BHOLH
Z it s EEAFUNRBR IR,

Z o, FBEPFERMIRIRCEERT S - LA WL
M X o, Mackenzie 55 (T e » FZEER O TS
SEETRL, WBRIERERCHOMKKLD b
%L DHPEEATVD = & ¥ L. Lindhol-
mer & Eliasson®™ (¥ FEISHERBE © B4 E T
b BLRIED /35 B OFEHESHRREL 294 pg/ml T
BB L, BEDYIDSFEORERSE T 4
pglml THolcBTv5. EHIZ, Eliasson®®
BRI RIRE LR Y+ R 7 > & —HiE:
LM EOHBENSH Y, v b TRILER L~ CFSE
TIL100£%, FIAZIBIR CIIs00ME nEHE B LT
EFHELTS.

BUTNEC BT AEHOBKNERSE LU, B
FREN IR IR S WHRE D — o DfEEE L S h Ty
5. FEEPEHNEECET, BERCLI2HFRbH

WAL O S WMEEETE L »TAE LB EELDR
T b, Caldamone B LIEHEPENEE L, L
IR IMSEE & HB L, BTRROFEET CliEOBRE
METLTWw5 &L, Eliasson 5% [ 2BaTzAR%

KBS HET B BEOKES CHRIEFERRE L
IR 7 + A 7 5 5 — CTEMEAZIHCET LT
BT &G L.

RPN R © SFHME1Z, Mann® (3 140 pg)
ml, Eliasson 5?3 133 pg/ml, 7)I|H®% 156 pg
fml &L, F#EDLS 141 pg/ml LZERABETHY
FERPEESHRIESFF S Eliasson S DpUHE & kD
SRR LI,

BTERE BTLHERS L VIETIRRORES
ATBETIHEBREVET LTV 5% Lo BEND
5. Tizdbb, Eliasson B LFEMIFhEEIES: 50
uglml LUTF o BfEn 75%r, 100 pg/ml Ll Lo #ifk
DL CHEBREOET L E B TEHRY TS
Tck LT3, HHEL®IBMFGHEAEOENE &
LICETF B EINT A AL R0, BBES 05
WHEL KT BREARBABAtRIC B % & LT\ 5. EH
B3R R IR SR I R TR R & 1 BAGRA e o T
7 FETFERE LTS - L x#i% Lic. Homon-
nif® (IERFTRATR e s ok FEHrhEE e
METTHHEAEH A LTS L, —F
TiL, ThOLETF4—2 EEPEE LMt
ALDBRLAED b otck WEBREL DR
| +41,42)

CRLRETFT A -2, BT ERE B
KRBREC OV TOREAOEBHREERKITABRNGRZE
CrBI0THH, HEOCTHEE TR Shiclid
ic\w. bhbhid, 4R CER LFEN T RER
ThoH=A rrave.—2%HB L BEEERE
& (Bilevel Picture Processing System) % Fius
T, BTESER JOCEHEHREXAEL, Thi
DORE L FBRPERRE & O BE, 7t b BT
B, Az an—RAERILBEHR, T ey U ER
BIOBTFEAREOBEELARE L. LaL, T
Mo AF 2 — 2 & L RERPERRE & oRic 3148638
RIBD e ofc. BHRPEQBEL SRy al
DOk, Eliasson H® BIVHEHEL® OERLEF
B IEOAHBEBI R FRD T hs, = /5 v ALLEE
S & ARRICHTIIR S O P BB A bh, %
fo, Bifth=< 7% vy MIHIRBRE SR TWB T
EDBHUROEREDELZ bivb. Arver & Elias-
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