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BILATERAL TESTICULAR BIOPSIES AND HISTOLOGICAL
COMPARISON OF BOTH TESTES

Tadao TomovosHr and Akira Ismipa

From the Department of Urology, Shiga University of Medical Science
(Director: Prof. T. Tomoyoshi)

Both testes from 37 men were biopsied; 17 idiopathic azoospermia and 20 varicocele patients
either azoospermic or severely oligozoospermic. Histological findings of both testes were studied
by means of Johnsen’s score count. In idiopathic azoospermia, there was no difference between bilat-
eral testes. Unilateral biopsy of the testis is indicated in this type of male infertility. In varico-
cele, the testis on the left side showed more advanced damage of the seminiferous tubuli than
the right side on average count. Bilateral testicular biopsy is indicated in varicocele cases.

(Acta Urol. Jpn. 34: 1939-1941, 1988)
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Table 1. Johnsen mean score of 37 bilateral
testicular biopsy specimens

R L
5.47%1.8 4.67%1.9

Varicocele (+)
n=20

Varicocele (=)  4.78%2.1 4.71%2.0

n=17
#filit3 mean * SD. # &bt
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Fig. 1. Marked difference in histological find-
ings judged by Johnsen mean score
(JMS ) between both testes in a varicocele
case. (Photo. x40)
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Fig. 2. Difference in histological findings
judged by JMS between both testes in
another varicocele case. (Photo. x40)
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