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CLINICAL STUDY OF 12 PATIENTS WITH PENILE CARCINOMA
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Clinical studies were done on 12 patients with penile carcinoma seen during the last 5 years at
our hospital between October 1, 1976 and September 30, 1981. Five of these 12 patients had features
of clinical interest: 3 patients with metastatic penile carcinoma from the bladder tumor, 1 with sigmoid
carcinoma in addition to the primary penile carcinoma (multiple primary cancer), and 1 with hyper-
calcemia taking the clinical course compatible with that of the fulminating cancer of the penis. Patient
age ranged from 38 to 83 years, and the average age was older in the metastatic carcinoma group
than in the primary carcinoma group. Intervals between the time of onset and the time of the first
visit to our clinic ranged from 5 to 72 months in the primary carcinoma group and 0 month to 1.5
months in the secondary carcinoma group. Six of the 9 patients in the primary carcinoma group
were phimotic. The presence of phimosis in the remaining 3 patients in the primary carcinoma group
was unknown. The diseases of the 9 patients in the primary carcinoma group were classified according
to the Jacksonian staging system: 1 patient had stage I, none had stage II, and 4 patients each had
stage III and IV tumors. As described by some investigators, the clinical stage did not coincide with
the stage of the disease determined histologically. Only 2 of the 6 patients who had palpable nodes
had tumors in the groin. The diagnoses of the 9 patients were re-classified after lymph nodes were
evaluated histologically: One patient had stage I, 3 had stage II, none had stage III and 5 had stage
IV tumors.

Treatment consisted of surgery, irradiation and chemotherapy. Generally at our clinic, patients
with low stage tumors were approached as conservatively as possible, whereas patients with high stage
tumors received radical treatment, with surgery being the main choice. High dose methotrexate

with citrovorum factor rescue was started on some patients with high stage tumors. All tolerated
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the aggressive chemotherapy except one who showed unusually severe allergic reaction after the

second dose of the infusion.

Myocutaneous skin flap was used in some patients in obtaining coverage over the denuded and/or

necrotic skin.

Of the 9 patients in the primary group 6 died during hospitalization. One was discharged but

was lost to followup. The remaining 2 patients, 1 with sigmoid carcinoma and the other with a stage

IV tumor treated with high dose methotrexate, are still alive. All 3 patients in the secondary carci-

noma group died within 1 year after diagnosis. One of the main reasons for the poor prognosis in

the primary carcinoma group is that as many as 5 patients (56%) were referred because conventional

therapy became refractile. elsewhere.

Key words: Penile carcinoma, Metastatic penile carcinoma, Clinical statistics
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Table 1. Age distribution

Age (years) No. of pts.
30~ 39 |
40~49 |
50~59 2
60~69 3 (includes |
metastatic cal
70~79 4 {includes |
metastatic cal
80~89 | {metastatic ca)
Total 12

Table 2-1. Intervals between the onset of symp-
toms and the first visit (months)

Year of the first

Cose  visit to Tsukubo Referral - Tsukuba

Hospital Hospital

Hospital

i 1977 3 24
2 1977 5 5
3 1979 -

4 1979 - 24
5 1979 6 7
6 1979 6

7 1979 - 2
8 1980 60 72
9 1981 14 15
1o 1978 - 1.5
¥ 1979 - |
12* 1979 - 0

*x Cagse of metastatic ca.
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Table 2-2. Intervals between the onset of
symptoms and the first visit to

Tsukuba Hospital (months)
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{month) No. of pts. WEBALICEIL T3 Table 3 iRz &L, B
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shaft 2 Z.
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Table 3. Clinical features of 9 cases with primary penile carcinoma
Case Age A . Lesion af first visit Groin node
No. {years! Phimosis Initial symptoms Site Morphology  swelling Remarks
| 70 + Azuki-bean-sized Lt Ulcer + Penectomy & node
mass at glans groin dissection of re-
ferral hospital
2 72 + A mass at glans Glans & Couli~- +
& 2 maosses ot foreskin flower
foreskin
3 74 + Penile mass Glans & Couli- +
foreskin flower
4 69 ? Rice-sized mass Proximal Cauli- - Penis not visible
ot sulcus shaft flower at first visit
38 + Ulcer at shoft Shaft Ulcer +
6 4| Mass af glans Ext. Ulcer & Not Post-emusculation
genitalic granulation defined status, female-tike
genitalia
7 57 + Mass at glans Within Couli- +
foreskin flower
3 ©7 ? Penile new- Not Schizophrenia.
growth evoluable Totat penectomny,
node dissection &
myocutaneous flop
af referral hospital.
9 52 + Induration ot Post-circumscion -

glans

status. Not evaluable
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Table 4. Clinical stage, modes of treatment and prognosis

19824

Case  Clinical Tregfment ;
No. stage Surgery Rodiation Chemotherapy Prognosis Remarks
I v Placement - Pepleo(ia) SOmg Dead Radiation
(VD) of coth. MMC{ic}6mg {6000rad}
Cyclolia) 300mg at referral
5-FU(pol} 12000mg hospifal
2 m Node dissec- - Bleo(oint) Lost to
(1) tion Pepleo{DIV] 70mg fol low-up
3 I Resection of - Bleo {0il)45mg Alive Sigmoaid ca
(o) fumor & Bleo {oint)
foreskin 5-FU (sup)
4 v Cystostomy 80c, Bleo {0il)660mg Dead Lung fibro-
(I (3000rgd}  Bleo {oint) sis(?)
5 I Penectomy, ) Pepleo(DIV) 160mg Dead
(I node dissec-  {1800rad)  Bieo {oil) 45mg
tion & skin
flap
6 IV 1) Placement  Betatron ADRI(io) 50mg Dead Bleo(oi]) 180mg,
(V) of cath. {600rad) Bleo(oil} 140mgq Bleo 120mg
2 lieal conduit Pepleo (fop) Bleo(oint} 300mg
& colostormy MTX(DIV) SOmg & cryosurgery
3} Pelvic exente- ggsreif;eor ]r ol
ration & skin P
flap
7 M 1) Placement 80, Pepleo (ia)30mg Alive
(1) of cath. (1800rad)  Bleoloint)
2} Emasculation MTX(DIV) 20g
& skin flap
8 v %o Peplec 35mg Dead Emasculation,
(IV) (3000rad)  MTX(DIV) 35g node dissection
& skin flap at
referral hospifal
9 I Partial pene- - Bleo (DIV) 20mg Dead Unusually severe
1) cfomy & node Pepleo (DIV) 20mg skin eruption &
dissection MTX(DIV) | l.1g DIC after 2nd
dose
10 - I} Placement %o Pepleo(ia} 30mg Dead Penife meto.
of cath. ({800rad)  MMClia) 12mg 14M affer Dx
2) Emascu-  Befa-ton  Pepleo (DIV) 10mg of blodder fumor
lation (1800rad) 5-FU (sup!
[ -~ 1} Placement 5%o Penile meta.
of cath, (1800rad)  Pepleolic) 30mg Dead OM after Dx
of bladder tumor
2) Emascu-
fation
i2 ~ 1) Placement &0 Pepleolia) 30mg Dead Penile meta.
of cath. (1800Qrad}) MMC(ia) I6mg oM after Dx
5-FU{sup) 2000mg of bladder tumor
2) Emascu-
lafion

Abbreviations :

{ ) Revised staging after histology. i.a.:infra-arterial infusion.

DIV * intravenous drip infusion. top.: fopical application. oint.:

ointment. sup.:suppository. cath.: catheferization. Pepleo.: Pepleo-

mycin or Peplomycin. MMC:Mitomycin C. Cyclo,: Cyclophosphamide.

MTX:Methotrexate. Dx:diagnosis.
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Table 5. Findings of inguinal lymph node in
primary carcinoma group at first visit

Lymph node swelling No. of pts.

Positive 6
Ca positive at biopsy 2
Ca negative at biopsy 3
Histology not done }
Negative 2

Non-evaluable |

Table 6. Histological type

No. of pfs.
Primary carcinoma group
squamous cell carcinoma S
Metastatic carcinoma group
transitional cell carcinoma 3
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