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. THE GREATER EAST ASIA WAR AND
| ~ THE RENAISSANCE OF THE
- JAPANESE WOMAN

By YONOSUKE NAKAGAWA

The Japanese woman entered her new stage of develop-
, ment and progress with the Imperial - Restoratron of Meiji as-
_its turning point. It was one of the avowed pohcxes of the
. newly established Meiji Government to abolish all-the old-age
i-,feudal customs: concerning woman's life, "as: the - foIIowmg
government ‘measures 1nd1cate all restrictions for marr:age
f among the different somal classes such as the noblhty, fars .
: -mers, artlsans and traders ‘were-removed (August, 1871) the
'newly 'adopted educatlonal decreé * allowed both sexes to
',recelve the same national ‘education. (January, 1872) free
‘worship at shrmes and temples for both sexes. was perm:tted
‘—(May, 1872) the perlods of employment for servants ‘and-

,fraﬂ‘ic was prohlblted (October, 1872)

Thus, the J apanese
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prostltutes were either abohshed or shortened and- human N
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? creatmg a wea]thy natmn
s Im ‘pursuance of thls'fundamental policy,
adopted a foreign trade policy “and’ made'.' 'artous reforrns"
. and improvements on her tradltlonal 1ndustr1es with-a view
e to making them export mdustnes She. also adopted the

pohcy of encouragmg and . promotmg the’ cotton textile in- -
- dustry as one of her principal “and new: modern industries.
.. This ushered in _the so-called llght mdustrlal -age in Japan

‘ " The development of- light industries in the nation demanded - °
@ vast army of workers, especxally women and children; and
_f:countless women came to ‘advance ‘to the mdustrlal front as
““women operatives . Wlth these ‘women workers | as the
mainstay. of industrial IabOur, a new: epoch .dawned in the
h:story of the Japanese womanhood - _
. Now, it should be noted that the Japanese ‘nation’ adopted :
: her néw mdustrlal pohcy solely and prlmarlly fOt‘ the in- -

New ]apan o
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L in. the 1ndustr1al ﬁeld was - also con51dered from' the same'
standpoint. * Thus, it was expected by the nation that both . o
‘her industries "and workers should be - commensurate with ’ B
_the Way of Imperial Vlrtues (Kodo) Now, as everyone s
well aware, our ‘economy after the Mem Era adopted as its o

pattern Western liberalism. True, it was not adopted in its - , :

. original and. unmodified form, but after havmg been revised

" and c1rcumscr1bed by our VIgOI‘OUS State power in order that - ‘
it may be consonant with the fundamental demands of the

" nation. It is- undemable, however, that a flood of - Occidental

liberal ‘ideas came to control our economic circles. Effects

of these ideas were not limited to capitalists and mdustr:allsts

- and their ¢lasses but the vast numbers of women operatlves

. also came under their influences. With the steady develop-

) ment of the nation’s liberal economy with the Sino-fapanese

"War and the Russo-Japanese- War as milestones of our eco- . _
nomic progress, our country came to be confronted ‘with . EERTIEL AT
- social problems” and “ labour problems Just as m the : o
'_case of the Occident. - = : r . S
=" From the standpomt of woman workers 1t was pomted ) o
out that they were subjected to ‘the labour policy of OCCl- -
dental pattern and they claimed their prwﬂege to protect
therr own rights and interest from-the standpomt of Occi- - _
jdenta] -liberalism. All this was _really a deformed  social- - B
_condition which devrated from the guldmg natlonal pollcy of . T
the _time of the- Meul Restoratlon, but such was a result of | ‘ .
the. ‘fl,mewtable tendency of the age.: Thus,” the Japanese - .;-
. Woman created and harnessed with the new task of the age, =~ .
nevrtably become Occidental in attitude and thought ‘How- ;, L R
ver, the fact $hould be noted that this westernization of - =~ .
apanese women during -the two eras of: Meul and Taisho '~
wag ' not very mtenswe in its degree. - Several reasons may:? S
:ted for this comparatwe small degree of westermzatlon;.
h part of _Tapanese women In the ﬁrst place the age- ;




-ofk managmg the whole Iapanese commumty, .
dld adOpt l:berallsm m lts economlc sphere.“-'s-‘-“‘

f‘deye‘lopmg the famrly system in order to assure a’ fertrle S
procreatlon for-a vast supply of industrial labour as well as, ‘
- for the supply of manpower for ‘national . defense purposes -
_ both rof -which . weére .demanded by the new age. TFor this
‘ reason, a constant demand for famrly morahty and mother-
- hood ‘was stressed by the Government. It ‘may- be said- thatﬂ,l‘
the MEIJI GOVernment’s policy of creatmg a wealthy nation
sent women’ t0 the 1ndustr1al ‘world, while its pohcv of
creatmg an. 1nv1ncrb1e national defense retained them in the
tradltlona] world of Japan. The women workers who were
~sent to factorles in the course of the execution of the policy -
of creatmg a wealthy nation were assured that their primary _
. -and- hlgher task con31sted in motherhood and that thelr in- .
dustrlal' life was but a temporary affair. It was usual to =
= . + treat them as ‘potential wives and mothers rather than wage -
“. .. workers. ~-But this general attitude towards wonien workers -
' was cr1t1cxzed by those- who were absorbed ‘in things Occi-
dental urging- that women workers in Japan were sub]ected
_'to discriminatory treatment, saying that they were entitled to
. “the same treatment wrth men workers because both were
. ahke workers, .’ . : S
R S At any:rate, the Japanese woman: since . the begmnmg
L of thé Meiji Era had her area of socral activities considerably.
e - ‘widened and her social value and’ position underwent such
ooan extensive development as to be 1ncomparable with her
condrtlon ‘during the feudal period. The Japanese' woman'
R ‘managed to retain her traditional power, because the State’s
' s dernand of her was that she should be “a woman” rather
-.than “*a human” ““an mdmdual " as in the Occ1dent
Thus, the basu: femmme type durlng the ‘Meiji Era was “the
wrse mother .and ‘good wife ” ‘and a view . of dlscrm‘unatlon
agamst woman persrsted The 1dea of wOman S\emancrpa-




"T'HE'GR-E-ATER EAS‘f‘ASJA 'WAR' AND jAPANESE- WbMEN’ 5":-"‘.__;.-' oo
B tnon was mtroduced mto Japan durmg the Mem Era but ‘.It o
- failed - to: gain “any’ moment ~The movement for womans CoLa T
emancipation. durmg the - eras of Mem and- Ta:sho was never B 7: E
actively: carrred out One may say that the vast - ma]orlty -
of: Japanese women fiever. lent their ears to the, outcries of
[such a femmme movement for they were determmed to be-
. come * wise- ‘mothers ” and * ‘ good ‘wives " for the mterests e
. ‘of the State., This, as has been already” state was one “of - R
" the demands of the Japanese. State since the time of the. ST

~ .- Meiji Restoration. "But the fact that the women of Japan = . .. ‘s ©
were, content with. their domestic mission- lmposed by the _\,,;‘ R
- State.and never allowed .themselves to be led astray by the- .' " e
movement of thelr emancxpatlon testlﬁes to the fundamental -
' dlstmctlon between Japanese “culture and Occ1denta1 culture. -
- In view'of the fact: that there are some critics’ of ‘womén's

. .movements in the Occident who declare that the real eman—_.’.
"'crpatlon of woman cons:sts in thelr emanc1patlon from N
'a’rguments for - their emanc:patlon , 11: should - be adm:tted e
. that the ‘culture of Japanese woman possesses a depth of -
'truth whrch ‘can only be fathomed by .a deEper exammatron. .
7 1 shall Row examine the Occ1dental theory ‘of woman's '
emanc1patlon which exercised ifs: influence on the creatton of'._f T
the Japanese woman since the Meiji Era.  Although, as I~ 7 oo
‘have already stated the movement of woman's emanc:patlon' - '
'm Japan never made much soc:al development 1ts mﬂuence




two'periods correspond wtth the genera socxal currents of‘

Jsm ‘are_ ‘essenttallv ant1 State, antt rehglous r‘-untradlttonal
,umane, mternattonal cosmopolttan mtellectual and rattonal“_

womap 's movement. Woman 1s regardedu T3

({8

8 w_an md1v1dual " before she 1s regarded as

) ‘rlght or 1nd1v1dua1 rlght Moreover, the new femmlne lmage,
“‘which was portrayed at that tlme was 1ntellectua! and crxttcal s

'freedom aS' in, the ‘case of ‘men," and de51red emanc1patlon

hlstorlca-l-" untradlttonal and, in consequence undomesttc
True . some -of those ~who advocated the emanclpattqn of".

“in the same class ‘w:th ‘others. - He centended that the posi-
- tion -of Iapanese women should be elevated 1£ Japan .should “
"= - _would rise to & higher level. His’ arguments in favour of
SN o womans emanc;pat:on may be summanzed as. ‘the’ follows i
ST “““While “the’ ‘burden of a people among the cw1hzed natlons
L - of the’ world is' shared by both sexes, . m Japan ‘it ‘is- borne . -
enttrely by men who constitute only one Half of -its ‘popula- -
T tlon If, therefore, ~we have the same mtellxgence and v1rtues'
-l - -with other nations, we shall have only one half of the power
-7 of any of these nations” (Treatise on ‘Both' Sexes).” How-
o ever, it may ‘be stated that ‘as in the “tase of other theories
of enhghtenment ‘the Western _theory of womans emancipa-
“'tion was absorbed uncr:ttcally to a large extent. ‘This ‘was

j.‘_;was developed along " the ‘line - of Ilberahsm and ‘a-- Iarge‘
number ‘of the female populatlon was engaged m the acttvr-‘

T have eIsewhere explained that the movement of woman 'S

Cin its attttude and 1ts ‘objects was consxdered to secure: soc1al Fa
“from domestic fetters as far as possxb]e ‘It wasonly jtoo .

?-_*; ‘natural ‘that ‘women so emanc:pated became un-nattonal un-';'.'- -

woman like . Yuklch"t Fukuzawa ‘had a broader - vision and‘ E 'jf,".
greater statesmanshlp and in: consequence cannot be placed S

unavondable in view'of the fact that the .nation’s economy -

. ties of the llberal economic soc1ety o e el
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emancmatxon in EurOpe may be traced to be Renalssance m BEED
" the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries and made its marked o
o development with the French Revolutron as 1ts turning pomt PR

. The theory of woman’s’ emanc1pat1on ‘was 1ntroduced from PR
,England France, Germany and the United States, and John.. =
_Stuart Mill's ¢ The Subjection of Woman " 1869 was revered e

~ as the bible of the womans emancnpatlon theory m Japan' S

as in other countries. s : M E

.  The digest of Mill's work on: woman s emanc1patlon may
. be summarlzed in the followmg words. : T

. .Woman's subjectlon to man may be traced to the latter s

- physwal strength during the pr1m1t1ve txme and it became a

lasting habit in_human society, so that it is based on no
theoretical ground whatspever. “Woman's socral emanc1pat1on Lo

- will give rise to various desirable results : ‘man’ s ‘selfishness e
wﬂl be lessened ; society: will be enabled to entrust 1mpor-..‘.

~ tant social tasks to ‘competent women; women ‘will becorme
real compamons for men and fulfill thelr duties' as c1t1zens,r o
and: women could deve10p their faculties with freedom.~ In -~ =~ -

""order to bring about such’ emancipation- to woman, 1t is T

S necessary to emanapate _social conditions and to gwe her .

o pohtlcal franchize - in ‘order to give her an equality. with man _
_._;before law. Various theorles and ideas regarding _woman’s . -

inborn nature and her alleged lncompetency and mfenontyﬂ_ .
.. to man are largelyintended as a means to further man's - o

mterests and are absolutely devpid of ‘any rat:onal basis.. RS

“Sex equahty before law is a’ demand of human - justice and. . ...

; the only way of makmg the home a source of human cwrh—"_‘f - .

g zat:on." ML L

7 Mill's “ The SubJectlon of Woman " Was translated mto-‘ '

1

Great Learning " one ‘of the Japanese wrxters ‘of early, Mem,j o :
. years, namely, Kako. Doi, ‘who. evidently carne undér-the in-. . -
ﬂuence of Mill laughs at one of Japan's classical “works by '@ "~
a'noted Confusion scholar, Ekken Kalbara, ent1ﬂed « “Woman's ».
Great Learning .- The ideas of Kaibara-are-held, as being.
a denrlght and helpless case of uncwrhzed conservatlsm rs

LT THE GREATER EAST ASIA' WAR AND jAPANESE WOMEN T

"‘Japanese in 1882 .In his book enfitled “ Modern Womar's




perlod, wrote two books on woman 'S emancrpatlon entltled
‘ The Treatles on the Japanese Woman ” and * The Treatles
n Moral Conduct Vin 1885 or- thereabout ‘These two books

woman 'S conduct and socral posrtlon as’ bemg N devxces for
the excluswe convemences .of man. in a natlon and further
1den1es the exlstence of sex dlfference‘ 1n faculty ;
: ‘-;_" Women bemg equal m thelr mental facultles wrth--men,

R dmng themselves -i Agaln, he- savs K Woman 0ccup1es the
-same. socnal stat:on and possesses the same rights. with'man,
. 80, that she 1s entltled to POSSess pr0perty and substance the.
:sdme as man”. Fukuzawa’s books also” Crlthlse \* Oriental

reSpect for man and “contempt for woman 7, and’ consider

“sex dlscrlmmatlon agamst woman as the tnamfestatlon of

i :::-4:1‘1f,an unworthy . and uhcxv:hzed gocial " attitude .- . All -these

""'__quotat1ons undoubtedly indicate the profound mﬁuence of
Mill's 1deas upon the author. . DU . :
R - The 1deas and movement of woman'’s emanc1pat10n whlch
~.:. began in the ﬁrst part .of the Meul Era rnet a setback and
depressmn, owmg to the determlned oppos1t10n of - varlous
- _reactlonary and nationalistic organizations 'such 'as the
s Oyashlma Gakkal, the Dai Nlppon Kokkyosha, the Se:kyosha

\ ‘the Nlppon Kodoka:, ®tc., which came into exrstence after *

11888 or thereabout. -The advant of an" anti- Chrlstxan ‘move-
*“ment about five years later also proved a strong factor for
. the general retreast of the emancmatlon movement for woman.

"__‘_'wards the c]ose of the’ Meiji Era Iapanese economy came
'to make an epo<:hal expansion. as a result of wars w1th Chma
and Russra and. this economic advancement of the ‘hation.
mevltably ushered in various modern soc1a1 problerns. ‘Under --
the lnﬂuence of Nletscl'nes will to power and hlS md1v1du-

o
K - R Il

also . denounce ‘the Confucran rnoral precepts regardmg iy

But this decline proved only a temporary phenomenon.‘ To- -




‘ was organlzed by Raicho leatsuka and her .

The declaratlon 155ued by thlS somety demed 1ts

p y.ﬂ the1r potentlal capac1ty and. genijus that «
V 'led 1n the hldden sun’ . But the members of th1s

gf "ten years, a new . won]ans ergamza-
ﬁjlnkyokal s was estabhshed After the

: Mansq womens professnonal and

: Bﬁr far the most’ typlcal and pewerful movement of,.‘?

1story of the Japanese womans movement smce the '

nre_re formed 1nclud1ng fthe Profes"
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':ducatlon demand for woman suffrage proteetron for pro- .
,,fessmnal women and the abolrtlon and ‘revision - of‘ laws
premdxcral to women s welfare. ‘fWe have already see‘n that
" their’ movement was permeated bv socralrsm and the Jdeas 7
- of class struggle .Some of the women leaders argued that | -
“the tradrtlonal educatlonal policy .of “creating : ‘wise i nothers -
and good wives _“ was absorbed in maklng women falt‘hful .

domestrc slaves -and - merely domestlc consnmers They
R further argued something as follows: =~~~ = ~
. "“The development ‘of capitalism has shown a- remark o

able _advancement in. the status -of women workers " ‘The
mventlon of machmery of precision’ has ‘resulted m ‘the
repulsmn of adult workers and skilled workers who earned'l";l '
"_high wages 4nd in the welcome of wotnen-and child labourers -
and, unskllled w0rkers who are pald cheap wages and who SN
AN “have come. to replace’ mén workers .In"view of the fact v
o " that the women of our nation constitute about Sixty per cent .
R . ofthe total worklng populatmn, to Ieave our ‘women - workers '
~w+ 070 Tin'the state of their weak organizing and intellectual powers
S and subject to the complete explortatron of capltahsts would ;
R be a serious problem”. - R
.--. "7 As reasons for woman suffrage the fo]lowmg were given
' ' by the leaders:. (1) To reform the existing unJust laws and
“social systems against’ womens interests ; (2) to uphold the -
e ~ right and obhgatlon of love and motherhood (3) to maintain -
. "0~ -the dignity of séx; (4) to solve the economic problems that
e drlve proletarlan women out of the hame. -
w7 1 shall now ‘summarize what I have so far explamed
S . Japan’s movement for woman’s emancipation since the Meiji -~
T . Era was developed ‘under ‘the influence of the theories of ©
o ’llberahsm and socialism. * This movement: showed its-con- . °
T  tempt for the traditional moral “precepts of woman’s condiict |
- - and training based upon the Confucian and Buddhistic teach-
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,mgs as . belng uncultured and unworthy, such classzcs as .
« Woman's. Great Learnmg -and. “ Woman's Four- Books ”

navmg been throwh away . as absolutely lackmg in value e T
- However, the Occidental theory - of woman’s emancrpatlon ST L
f'never was acceptable to the male population, nor did it in--" © .
* fluence the masses of the femine. population. - ‘Generally BRI
. speakmg; it could . ‘be said that. while the. new Japanese-."
- woman of the Meiji and’ Taisho eras - ‘realized that they must =
"ot remain in the feudal state, nor to. ‘be Westermzed by, -
-’the ideas” and systems of the Occrdent they ‘must retam

what' is. fundamentally Japanese and at' the same time adapt
themselves to the modern conditions. Thus, they entered - . -
the new era of Showa Restoration with their mmds seekmg : : T

the Way of Imperlal Vrrtues—the Kodo. R ST O

'After the Manchur'ian'Ir_lci_dent thir’te’en yea_rs-a'go,{ espe;:_' B "
ly folloWi'ng‘ the outbreak of the Greater East Asia War,‘ N
us mternal reforms of stupendous 1mportance have been

5 80 that it. appears that Women,s problems have . drs—
appeared all together But thrs is only a surface mdrcatlon.

N

e

"paramount 1mportance as it does today.r I am convmced
thlS fact will come to ‘the attention of our pub]rc w1th
wing’ force hereafter., "The reasons for th;s are not far
' ‘-‘:3 There are the problems of populatron 1ndustr1a1

_een brought into. exlstence by. the prosecutron of the
' ar whlle the Government pohcy of resuscrtatlng».-, T




o

ﬁelds numerous undaunted heroes‘. who pa:d the supreme*

_ "".'-'detached from .the 0cc1denta1 ‘theory - 'of /emancxpatxon “for
"f-'-";f}woman durmg ‘their - prlme Thls fact Jmparts a strong o
" impact to the idea’of the new’ Japanese woman at present.

,\ o . ! ‘ ol

sacnﬁce for the country, falhng llke gods m bravery and ' in
‘dlsmtrested patrlotlsm of unpa‘ralleled austerlty seldom seen -
*"in- the history. of ‘mankind., Now, the women that gave. these .
‘-;;heroes milk and rocked ‘their / cradles-‘led an exxstende far

SRS (3% becommg lncreasmgly clear that the executlon .of the .

e ,""';'.Q-_;Greater East Asid War' will be 1mpossxble of accompllshment
ST LT unless we. so]ve such Jmportant problems as those of ‘popu-

EAPUR - “., and enhancement of the family- system In other words we -

B -~ . . cannot expect to win v1ct0ry in the: war unless our ‘women "
S ; ' realize their great respon51b111tv of maklng their’ positive ahd
T selfs sacr1ﬁc1ng endeavors to tbe nation. - Thus, we are to face
L | w1th such problems as how the Japanese women should

~ proper type and how motherhood should be protected All
of these problems have a "direct and 1mportant connectlon
with the exp&ns:on of war. power. - A

Llat:on, \mdustrxousness, educatlon and the proper mamtenance T

.'carry on their act1v1t1es, what should be conSIdered as their

Lo o, Japan is now adyancmg towards a new age both m her
BRI e national history and i in thé hlStOI‘Y of the world ]apan since . . ’

R 7 the Manchurian Incident has been directing the pohtlcall |
B e movement of Greater East Asia. She is now charged" with
o . the mission .of ‘renovating the’ estabhshed ‘world order in

. collaboration with Germany and Italy ‘and has been strenu- -

~ ously  engaged in _creating a Greater East Asia and a new

. _order for the entire world. The Imperial Restoratlon of
 Meiji made our, country “the Japan of the world ", but she.

is heading towards the era of “ the world of Japan ”.. While

; this great development is a testimonial of the superiority of
C o~ Japanese culture to -that of other natlons, its excellence
should be further displayed hereafter in order to prosecute

' the current war and toattain its objects. - This’ cultural ex-
cellence should be manifested by. the’ human -excellence of
-the people above all others, and it behooves both the men
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_ing as the rightful carriers of Japanese culture which is the
“ most glorious in the world. It is because of -all this that
Structure is uncomparably excellent among the nations of

~ State .Structure is the very source of human existence and
" growth. Since this source in our case is incomparably ex-

should ‘be also incomparably excellent. Thus, in order to

: deve]op the Japanese woman, she must be educated to have

woman .of the glorious, Empire, for self-consciousness is the

woman L E
I have so far dwelt on the fundamental prmmples of
measures which must be given solution.. But it is not the

- of. womanhood. I shall be content with the indication of the
fundamental dlrectlon of the solution of woman’s problems.

natural dms:ons posmve and negative. The negative pro-

whﬂe the positive problems concern, w:th their execution of

1ally in connecuon with the prosecutlon of the’ Greater' East

s

,om n

- and women of the. natlon to undergo constant mental tram-"
~we make an issue of the Japanese human .image of the new |
~age.” Our deep conviction is that since the Japanese State
- the world, the Japanese should be so as humans. For the -
‘cellent, it follows that those who are ralsed and developed
'a real understanding of the Japanese State Structure so that -
she will come to the self-consciousness of being a proud
motive power of conviction and action. On the other hand,

the State and, society should extend to her needed protection
and gu1dance S0 as to enable her to become a real Japanese

L.Wornan ] _educatlon ‘and training in "the new age. But in -
reality, abstract theories must be. supplemented by concrete

object of the present article to take up the concrete problems -

The problems of the Japanese. woman fall into. two

blems .are. concerned with - the task of _eliminating the un- .-
Japanese e[ements they have inherited from former ages,

the tasks entrusted to them by the State and. society, espe-

. War Some of _those un- Japanese elements about. -

'S | llfe are. Confucian and Buddhlstlc and may- be"fl_-j’"_
ce to very. old Derlods, but those whose mﬂuence upon_ ‘
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experlence still hngermg in her 1ntellectual hfe are Anglo-‘ :

shudder at the very. thought of some of the- more recent"
_instances 'that have been ‘indicated on the surface.of the

baneful mﬂuences upon the women of the nation exercxsedj -

‘by these alien ideas—in reflecting how these ideas of foreign .
e importation had the effect of deforming’ the Japanese human
— A "~ - image-and of influencing the woman of the mtellectua] class
R -of the nation. We refer to such unfortunate social pheno

.mena as expansion of women’s desire for materlahstlc llfe

.pursuit of indulgence .and - emoyment decadence ‘of sex -

moral:ty, contempt of man, blind: reverence .of Occ1dental .
culture True, some of these phenomena are not limited to

women but may be taken as indications-of men’s intellectual
ignorance, imcapacitation and etfenmmatlon, ‘all of .which
" exercised deteriorating influences on women. But all these

‘now belong to the past. The Japanese men are proving the .

-real loyal subjects of the Empire, their prominent parts - be-.
ing played as soldiers and industrial warriors, so that the

- S women of the nation must show their real worth inherent

- _ _ _in them mlthe existing great national moment.- In other -

| words, they should discard such alien elements as egoism,

'Hedonism, internationalism and the idea of class opposition,

‘and return to their statlon as the Imperial sub]ects The

pos1t1ve problems of womien are those concerning the capa-

cities which they should pOSlthE]Y display in fulfilling their

duties.. It is alike the essential duty of both men and women

subjects of the nation that they should exert their endeavours

for the State to their full capacities, but women'’s part should

. be held as being of special importance in the present time.

~» - The Greater East Asia War is unparalleled in the history of

o ~ the world in its scale and intensity and demands a vast

I -number of people for both the front and factories.

' o ~ In other words, the supply of .a vast and abundant

S . manpower is requlred This’ ‘supply of human- resources can '

. . only be made by the motherhood in the home. _Thus,

- ' Womans greatest task has come ‘to be that she must be a

/

.- Saxon libéralism ‘and the economic theory-of Marxism.- We =



labour supply which' must be filled by female labour. The -
mdustnal mobilization will be inevitable for this’ country

battle line and industrial warriors to the factory front will
largely” determine the outcome of the war, women hold the
key to victory. Without their positive and voluntary co-
operation, it would be impossible -to bring the war to a’

‘task of women consists in their supply of human resources
‘and labour power. But their field-of endeavours is ‘not
limited to the industrial field. They should make their ad-
vance to various other fields such as educat:on, science, arts,
government office work, social welfare and enterprlse Great
~also is their role to be played in: the home .front in respect

-and moral elevation. Great is wonian’s.power of construc-
tion as well as destructlon so that she should reflect upon -
.her own-social and State value and display- her great con-
Vstructlve capacity.. For at no time in the history of _Tapan
‘has ‘demand for her service to the State and her cooperation
~with man been made so severely as. it is at present. - This. -

‘The women of. Japan must dlsplay their- 1nherent power
th:ch has been trained for the past -three thousand years in"
order to. comply with this supréme demand of the State and
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~'mother . above all else Nor is it possxble for her to remam, .
in ‘the home as a mother, because with the - mobilization of
“males for military service, factories will become short of -

as for. other belligerent nations. Already a vast number of‘_
* female population has gone to the industrial field. .- When it 2
is remembered that the proper supply of soldiers to the first |

successful consummation. We have seen that the greatest -

to- ideas, morality, religious faith, living, domestic consolation, = .. .~

‘demand of the Japanese State and soc1ety is for all women .
‘of the nation and it will be continued throughont the war._

__the people; - Such being the duty of ]apanese women, the
lState and society should assume a proper attitude and adopt. T
‘,‘approprtate policies in order to enable them to, fulﬂil their =~
- However willing. and eager women. may be to fulfill

their appomted tasks, they would be unable to do so, if the | .
State and SOCletY should be engrossed m o]d customs and-.ﬂ BT



However, the 1dea should be
abandoned that all the past customs and 1deas about woman s

i {,;are ‘many tradltlons of- great value: about ‘woinan's life that -
o ST should be scrupulously mamtamed and preserved when viewed
© ¥ 7 ffom the fundatmental conception of the Impérial State. “None:

e T "\',they were feudal ‘in. nature or stressed on man’s lmportance
.= for such -a treatment would be a pre;ud1c1al “view and
et ignoring of truth I '
oo+ " The pollcv of protectlon and guldance of women m the

present ‘new age to>be adopted by the - State and society
“"aim at cIarlf‘ymg their _appointed duties in the" lrght of the
: : . ‘Way of Imperlal Virtues and at enabling. them to fulfill them
A~ © - 7 with the maxrmum ;ﬂicacy .This is not only’ for women
‘ . nor rnerely for men, but for the interests of the  State.
~ .- _ . This protection and guldance in for women in the capacity
~ . _ .- of collaborators with men in actualizing the Way of Imperial
C Virtues. 'In this sense, there should be no distinction be-
tween men and women as the loyal subjects of the Empire.
o P . The new concrete policy of protection -for women should be
= .+ conceived in. conformrty with the” above duties of womanhood
“+ . Inorber to assure motherhood to women the various measures -
e Lof protectlon for their marriage, giving: birth to children and
thelr care and so. forth should be-adopted. . 'In other word,
proper protection should be given to mothers and children.
- -For the protection .of marriage, such eugenic factors as the -
'_ ~health and heredlty of marriage partles and should be held
in Importance while the proper medlum of marriage arrange- .
- - ments and formatlon should be given due consideration. In
" view of the growing diffictilty of getting married for young
‘peop]e under the . existing wartlme conditions, having much .
" connection w1th the problems of the home front, it is highly
-7 7. desirable that" the - State and society ‘'should * ad0pt positive
oo .. .- measures in makmg a proper use of marrlage consultatlon
: - ofﬁces which have’ recently been mtroduced Marrlage pre-

:Li‘cu}tural llfe in Japan were uncivilized or unworthy There .

SR oof . them should be treated Wlth contempt simply because S
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'supposes birth which is an important part of the popluation
problem. - The fertility of birth should be encouraged by
- assuring oroper diet, recreation and, medical aid to expectant:

?-_'mothers and children should be undertaken more extenswely N
: than h1therto and should be carried on with greater zeal.
‘Let us now consider ‘the second problem of women,
“namely, protection for woman labour. ' This comes under the
" head of the general policy of protectlon for Iabour but it
should be noted that special ‘protection will. be needed for
women because of their womanhood and motherhood. For
instance, it is essential in branches of mdustry for women .
labour that there should be nothing in respect to the pro-
“blems of workmg hours and recreatton that' should allow
. womanhood and motherhood be destroyed. "The number of .-
- women workers will steadily 1ncrease because of the rapld
‘decrease in the number of male workers and further because
©of the cheap 'wages- for women workers, but great care
" should’ be exercised so that proper protection for womanhood"
. and motherhood may be  assured in dlstrlbutmg womenf
workers in the 1ndustr1al fields. : :

In addition to these problems. of women there are other_
‘ 'problems in regard to their political and legal position . as
- well as to their education, all of which should never be
solved in opposition to men or by elevatlng class conscious-
‘ness as in the former periods. On the contrary, these pro- .
‘blems, too, must be solved from the standpoint of the State
and from the nece551ty of the entire community. That

'rles sake do not bring aay- solution to women'’s problems )
has- been amply proven in our past experiences. It goes' .
;{w:thout saying that the women of the nation will be given -

:thelr necessary pol:tlcal and legal Jposition and prOper educa-

Ly

,_th_e worthy women of the leading nation of Greater East

tar bomt of the State S

mothers. ~ Enterprises  in “ connection  with protection. for .

"emanCIpatlon for emanc:patlon s sake and theorles for theo- .

onal opportunities for enabling them to coonerate thh men' -

- Such’ protection should be extended to them from the




CONCLUSION | | ~_~_:~ z_v'_‘ci-, : . G ;‘

To summarlse the ldeas entertamed by our women

smce the Mem Era were mamly trad1t10nal in character

‘the outlook of womans life. - And it was Occ:dental liberal-

. ism*and Marxism that attempted to bring. about ‘a revolu-~ "

tionary  change in- the: traditional life of women “and the
_ controlhng prmc1p]e of tradltlon ‘But this Occidental theory '
of womans emanc1pat10n was too radical both for the Japa-
- nese women and the general ‘society in- the natlon It failed
to attain the position of a proper theory of woman'’s emanci-
- pation and entered the era of the Showa renovation. = We
-are now in the midst of .the Greater East Asia War which
followed - the. Manchurian and China Incidents. ~ This new

- era is also an era of world advance for the. Japanese race

and our women have come to shoulder and unprecedented
~ task of their own for the first time in the history of our
~race. Of wvarious problems, those of populatlon ‘expansion’
“and of labour supply cannot be solved without the positive -
'cooperation of the women of the nation. - It is high time
that women exertes themselves to serve the State by means
of their physical endurance, intelligence and full capacity. =

' The women of the Empire must undergo self-creation
and self-training in order to make themselves worthy of
_undertakmg their new tasks with a sense of responsibility

at present. Above all they should be well versed in the o

fundamental nature of our State Structure, the qualities of
our race and the eternity and sacredness of human life.

- .They should also realize the greatness of their sacred dutles"

‘as the women of the Empire-and their inborn qualities.
‘They should be grateful that they. are entrusted with their
great duties under the existing stupendous war of Greater
East ‘Agia, and just as soldiers’ serve the State by their
death- braving actions, they on their part should execute their
duties as women and rnothers -The conceptlons of women's
11fe and. dutles which” were deformed under ‘the duress of
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‘not be allowed to sway women any longer. Nor can Western
llberallsm, individualism or . Marxism form - the fernlmne--
human image of the present. On the other hand we can
recall from the history of our race’ many women of great
personality and virtues who might be’ considered as models
for the women of the new age for whom they will prove
the principles of their formation. The mother of Masatsura
- Kusunoki, the mother of Shoin Yoshida, the wife of Kazu-
toyo Yamanouchi, Botoni Nomura, Ioko Okumura—these
‘names stand out prominently as models for-our contemporary
- women. Moreover the mothers of many of our fallen heroes
o of ‘great military achievements- who are. now enshrmed as
.war gods-and those women who are proving worthy in:
_ dustrial warriors on the nation’s factory front are fast be-
. coming the feminine human image of the new age. The
Mmlstry .of Educatlon in 1942 convenced -an . educational
" meeting of 38 persons in charge of the domestic - education
from the_various parts of the country. . On this occasion a
.serles of precepts composed of five artlcles and twenty-five
;‘chapters whlch might be called “ War Precepts of Mothers -
‘at Home ”. was announced. It was intended as the guldlng
'prlnc1p]e of education for primary schools as Well as hlghﬁ
schools for girls. = Some- scholars are also making a study of
some prominent figures of Buddhism and Confucianism for
the formation of the feminine human image for the new -
age. Others are tracmg the historical and traditional sources
of fem:mne morality. . It may be conjectured -that in v1ew‘
of the racial excellence of Japan, we shall be ‘able to pro-

:of all in the -world. .The Japanese woman will certainly
Vbecorne the light that shines for the women of the whole o
World o N = : t '

| pecial privi]ege and class oppression of bygone days should I

duce ‘a- fermnme human image which will “prove: the greatest':f '



