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Scme.........have achieved an easy victory over a passing remark of Mr. Malthus, hazarded chiefly by way. of
illustration, that the increase of food may perhaps be assumed to take place in an arithretic ratios, while popﬁ'ation
increases in a geometrical : when every candid reader knows that Mr. Malthus laid ro stress on this un]uck&
attempt to give numerical precision to things whif;h'do not admit of it, and every person capable of reasoning must
see that it is wholly superflucus 1o his nrgumem.am
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Erstens wollen wir keinerlei Gewicht auf die bekannte Darstellurg legen, dass die Bevdlkerung in geometrischen,
die Subsistezmittel aber nur in artthmetischen Verhiltnis su wachsen tendieren.  Malthus selber hat darauf
anscheinend keinen besonderen Wert gelegt. Is war bei ihm mehr ein Zahlenbeispial 20r besseren Illustration seines
Hanptsatzes, als sine festgewordene quantitative Schzltzzung;.jtl“T l
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AR OO oE e b e S PEEAN N AR NI 3 ASEH 0 NEEE N AES M S B {25
EA>EKNESEY R O ‘ ‘ '

It is sometimes alleged that Malthus attached litile or no importance to his geometrical and arithmetical ratios.

There is no foundation whatever for this statement......... Beyond the arithmetical ratio theory there is nothing
4 ~

whatever in the £isay to show why subsistence for man should not increase as fast as an "onchecked” population.2
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AN ESSAY

ON  THE
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“The Essay on the Principle of Popslation, which 1 pullished. in ‘1798,

51y

Godwin's

‘was suggested, as 1s expressed in the preface, by a paper in Mr.

Inquirer.” — Malthu's own preface to the second edition.
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52) -Salt, Introductory notc to “Political Justice”

53) Jenker, Anarchism, 1898, p16. -
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It (Darwin's own dogteing) 15 tha dostrine of Milthus apolied with manifold force to the whole animal and
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-
vegetable kingdoms, for in this cnse there can be no artificial increase of food and no prudential restraint from
marrige. &9
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54) Origin of Species, Chap. I1I. Popular ed., p. so. R. P. A cheayp. repﬁnt&h
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in Oclobcr, 1838, that is, fifteen mohths after 1 had begun iny s'yslcmatic inquiry, I ilappened Lro read for ainle
sement ‘Malthus on Population,.......... Here, then, I had at last got a theory by which o work. (9
Koetg—fRol~ He—w 1E (8 ARHE (| KK+ Imujm~mEs A W) £
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‘The most nteresting colucidence in the matter, Ithink, is, that I, @s wed a5 Darwin, was led to the theory itself
through Malthus—in my case it was his claborate account of the action of “preventive checks” in keeping down
the population of savage races to a tolerably fixed but scanty mumber. This had strongly impressed me, and 1t
suddenly flashed vpen me that all animals are necessarily thes kept down— "the struggle for existence” — while
variations, on which 1 was always thinking, must necessarily, often be beneficial, and would then cause those varic-
ties to.jlncrease.\\'hile the injurious variations diminished................ 1 was lying on my bed in the hot fit of inter-
mittent fever, when the idea suddenly came to me. I thought it almost all out before the fit was over, and the

moment 1 got np began to write it down, and I believe, fiished Lhe first dralt the next day. (38 .
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So sind wir denn bercchtigt, in Malthus cinen der grossen Anreger und Bahnbrecher der Wissenschalt zu erblicken,
der wiirdig ist, neben einemn Quesnay, emem Adam Smith, einemy Ricardo und einem Carl Marx als einer der volks-

wirtschaftlichen Denker allerersten Ranges genant zu werden und im Gedichtniss der Nachwelt fortzuleben.
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Leiter of Charles Darwin. 2nd ed,, 1887, vol. I,

His Life told in an Autobiographical Chapter, -and in a Selected

55) Life and
Darwin:
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1) Ward, Lock & Co's ed, p.3.

2) Ibid, p. 3.

3)

2bid, p. 4.



