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It was because Adam Smith Examined in detail the

FAS

dctual conditions of the age, and wrote a handbook for
- the stateman, and not merely, as Turgot did, a systema-
tised treatise for the philoscpher, that he appealed so
stiongly to the practical men of his time, who, SEH. Pitt,

praised his ‘extensive Knowledge of detail’, as well as

T|ES (BIE 1D B

‘the depth of his philosophical research..............c........
We study him because in him, as in Plato, we come
into contact with a great original mind. which te:ches

us how to think and work.
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Adam Smith generalised his laws of Political Econamy

from the assumption that a1l human beings were selfish;
disregarding the fact of disinterestedness and the like,

which make the science much more difficult, perhaps

impossible.
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The edition of Adam Smith to get is the fowrvk
eddiféon; that or any later edi.ion without any editors notes.
You ought to be able to get a nice clean copy in two

As 1

said before, you will gain s0 much more by trying to make

volumes cheap. 1 have often seen clean copies.

it out for yourself without help.

When you come to a stop I will help you, but ed- -

itor's notes help you before you come to a stop—just the

wrong time.
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My Dear Gracie,—
That reprint of *Adam Smith” will do.
it slowly.

Read
Ask me any questions you like, only try to
answer them yourself first. Parts you'll find dull, parts

confused; <but if you read a very little at a time you'll

B2 Q—onuew L IH— - EEGH

not tire of it. ‘
Remember 1 shall always be happy io send you any
I shall know the hook

well, and answering your questlons won't waste time.

written explanations you want.

Give me always the exmct reference when you want

a passage Fxplained. When we meet we will talk again.

Willie is happy, and so am I. It will be pleasant to be at
home. ’

Your affectionate Brother, .
A. TOYNBEE.
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