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Summary

In the School System Law (Gakusei Shotei 1872), “Government School” was
understood in a broad sense. In 1874, the Education Ministry Ordinance defined the three
kinds of school, “Government School”, “Public School” and “Private School”. The
Educational Law (Kyoiku Rei 1879) abolished the Ordinance and defined “Public School”
and “Private School” but remained “Government School” not to be defined. Some private
schools such as Doshisha, began the petition to gain the right to be exempted from
Conscription for a while “like Government School”. The Department of Education
planned the “Quasi Government School” System. It was defrayed by some Prefectural
Treasury or the Private fund but placed under the jurisdiction of Minister of Education.
The idea was realized as Higher Middle School System or in “General Regulations for
Schools” under the new School Ordinances (Sho Gakko Rei 1886) though “Quasi
Government School” was not used as the legal term.

The Implication of “Government School” was unclear throughout 1870’s~ 1880’s so it
produced “Quasi Government School” around itself as a hidden system.



