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Summary

This paper contradicts the conventional common belief that the layout of the capital city
Luoyang in the Wei and Jin dynasties (220 —316) was strongly based on that of the city
in the directly preceding Eastern Han dynasty (25-220), through analyzing the
historical documents in detail. It also shows that the belief seems to be based on Song
dynasty scholar Pei Songzhi (372-451)’s misunderstanding, which is seen in his
commentary on Sanguozhi, or History of the Three Kingdoms. Moreover, this paper
points out problems in the archaeological interpretations of recent years and explains the
characteristics of the layout of Luoyang in the Wei and Jin dynasties, while presenting a
revised conceptual reconstruction plan. It should be noted that the new layout of
Luoyang was largely created and completed during the reign of Emperor Mingdi (r. 226 —
239) of the Wei dynasty. This layout seems to have become the normative model for the
layout of the capital city Jiankang in the Southern dynasties (420-589) as well as
Luoyang in the Northern Wei dynasty (386 -534). However, the layout of Luoyang was
not adopted for the capital Chang’an in the Sui and Tang dynasties (581 —907).



