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Summary

This paper explores different viewpoints and reactions from guests who visit at
Dharamsala in North India where a vast majority of Tibetan refugee are living. Based on
this case study, this paper reconsiders the premise of previous studies about “the guest”.

Since the 1970’s, numerous scholars have developed their studies of tourism on a
certain premise of ‘the authenticity. They have treated “the guest” and “the tourist” as
either “those who desires the authenticity in tourism” or “those who are indifferent to the
authenticity in tourism.” Those earlier studies therefore have regarded them simply as
the premised categories.

However, I question the validity of such premises in previous studies, by asking if we
can define them in advance, and if they actually enjoy a tour in such a simply
perspective. This paper argues that guests and tourists approach their tourism with
diverse interests and viewpoints. The tourists can change their perspectives when they
learn some critical information or they come across someone who can significantly affect
their thought on ‘the authenticity.’

In essence, this case study criticizes the previous studies on the tourism and

reconsiders their premise on guests and tourists.
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