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Julian in Gaul

Takashi MINAMIKAWA

Julian was proclaimed as Augustus by his army in Paris early in 360. Modern scholars have
considered that Gaul was devastated by the barbarians at the time of his arrival as a Caesar.
And they have emphasized that Julian's successful operations against the barbarians and his
recovery from the poor condition of the province resulted in the proclamation. But some
scholars doubt the pro-Julian interpretation of the political process in Gaul and regard the
barbarians’ attack as of little serious problem.

In this paper, the author tries to re-examine the real condition of Gaul and the Rhine
frontier before Julian’s arrival and his military activities there. He also attempts to take the
recent discussion on the identity of Germanic tribes in the political history of the 4% century.
According to his research, Gaul and the Rhine frontier were stable under the Roman rule about
the mid-fourth century.

At a glance, Julian's military activities seem to be warlike and different from these of the
previous emperors. Julian, however, did not regard Frankish and Alamannic people as enemy or
others. He took and promoted their elites into his army and his government.

At the end of this paper, the author shows his perspective that the Roman frontier policy kept
its flexible character to accept the frontier people until the battle of Adrianople in 378.



