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Wilt thou forgive that sinne where I begunne,
Which is my sin, though it. were done before ?
Wilt thou forgive those sinnes, z:.o:mr which I runne,
And do run still : though still I do deplore ?
When thou hast done, thou hast not done,
For, I have more.
I
Wilt thou forgive that sinne by which I’have wonne

Others to sinne ? and, made my sinne their doore ?



Wilt thou forgive that sinne which I did shunne

A yeare, or two: but wallowed in, a score?
When thou hast done, thou hast not done,
For I have more.
11

I have a sinne of feare, that when I have spunne
My last thred, I shall perish on the shore;

Sweare by thy selfe, that at my death thy sonne
Shall shine as he shines now, thou haste done,

I feare no more.
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Why do sinners’ ways prosper ? and why must
Disappointment all I endeavour end ?
Oh, the sots and thralls of lust

Do in spare hours more thrive than I that spend,

Sir, life upon thy cause.
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When first thy sweet and gracious eye
Vouchsaf’d, ev’n in the midst of youth and night,
To look upon me, who before did lie

Weltering in sinne.
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NOT, I'll not, carrion comfort, Despair, not feast on thee;
NOT untwist — slack they may be — these last strands of man
In me or, most weary, cry I can no more. I can;

Can something, hope, wish %.w come, not choose not to be.

But ah, but O thou terrible, why wouldst thou rude on me

Thy wring-world right foot rock ? ,_m% a lionlimb against me? scan



With darksome devouring eyes my bruised bones? and fan
O in turns of tempest, me heaped there; me frantic to avoid thee and flee?
Why ? that my chaff might fly; my grain lie, sheer and clear.
Nay in all that toil, that coil, since (seems) I kissed the rod,
Hand rather, my heart lo! lapped strength, stole joy, would laugh, cheer.
Cheer whom though? the hero whose heaven-handling flung me, foot trod
Me? or me that fought him? O which one? is it each one?
That' night, that year
Of now done darkness I wretch lay wrestling with (my God!) my God.
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WHERE art thou m,ao.:_, whom I shall never see,
Conceiving whom I must conceive amiss ?

Or sunder’d from my sight in the age that is

Or far-off promise of a time to be;

Thou who canst best accept the certainty

That thou hadst borne proportion in my bliss.
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A BOYISH friendship! No, respond the chimes,

The years of chimes fulfilléd since we parted,

Since ‘au revoir’ you said among the limes,

And passed away in silence tender-hearted.

I hold it cleared by time that not of heat,

Or sudden passion my great Love was born:

I hold that years the calumny defeat

That it would fade as freshness off the morn.
That it was fathered not by mean desire

Of eye and ear, doth cruel distance prove.—

My life is cleft to steps that lift it higher,

And with my growing manhood grows my Love.
Then come and tread the fruits of disconnection

To the sweet vintage of your own perfection.
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(His face was fascinating me last term: I generally have one fascination or another on. Sometimes I dislike the

faces wh. fascinate me but sometimes much the reverse, as is the present case.) Letters I, p. 8.
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