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Love is all

Unsatisfied

That cannot take the whole
Body and soul.

Yeats
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What shall I do with this absurdity—
O heart, O troubled heart—this caricature,
Decrepit age that has been tied to me
As to a dog’s tail?

Never had I more
Excited, passionate, fantastical
Imagination, nor an ear and eye
That more expected the impossible—
No, not in boyhood when with rod and fly,
Or the humbler worm, 1 climbed Ben Bulben’s back
And had the livelong summer day to spend.
It seems that I must bid the Muse go pack,
Choose Plato and Plotinus for a friend
Until imagination, ear and eye,

Can be content with argument and deal



In abstract things; or be derided by

A sort of battered kettle at the heel.
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And 1 declare my faith:
I mock Plotinus’ thought
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And cry in Plato’s teeth,
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Death and life were not

Till man made up the whole,
Made lock, stock and barrel

Out of his bitter soul,

Aye, sun and moon and star, all,
And further add to that

That, being dead, we rise,
Dream and so create

Translunar Paradise.
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A man awaits his end
Dreading and hoping all;
Many times he died,

Many times rose again.
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I hail the superhuman ;
I call it death-inlife and lifein-death.
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Many times man lives and dies
Between his two eternities,
That of race and that of soul,

And ancient Ireland knew it all.
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Now shall I make my soul,
Compelling it to study

In a learned school

Till the wreck of body,

Slow decay of blood,

Testy delirium

Or dull decrepitude,

Or what worse evil come—
The death of friends, or death
Of every brilliant eye

That made a catch in the breath—
Seem but the clouds of the sky
When the horizon fades;

Or a bird’s sleepy cry



Among the deepening shades.
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For the prosaic light of day—
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1 walk through the long schoolroom questioning ;

A kind old nun in a white hood replies;
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Both nuns and mothers worship images,

But those the candles light are not as those
That animate a mother’s reveries,

But keep a marble or a bronze repose.

And yet they too break hearts— O Presences
That passion, piety or affection knows,

And that all heavenly glory symbolise—

O self-born mockers of man’s enterprise;
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Labour is blossoming or dancing where
The body is not bruised to pleasure soul,
Nor beauty born out of its own despair,
Nor blear-eyed wisdom out of midnight oil.

O chestnut-tree, great rooted blossomer,



Are you the leaf, the blossom or the bole?
O body swayed to music, O brightening glance,

How can we know the dancer from the dance?
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Yet now despair itself is mild

Even as the winds and waters are;
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I
That is no country for old men. The young
In one another’s arms, birds in the trees
——Those dying generations—at their song,
The salmon-falls, the mackerel-crowded seas,
Fish, flesh, or fowl, commend all summer long
Whatever is begotten, born, and dies.
Caught in that sensual music all neglect

Monuments of unageing intellect.

I
An aged man is but a paltry thing,
A tattered coat upon a stick, unless
Soul clap its hands and sing, and louder sing
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IR
For every tatter in its mortal dress,
Nor is there singing school but studying
Monuments of its own magnificence ;
And therefore 1 have sailed the seas and come

To the holy city of Byzantium,

I
O sages standing in God’s holy fire
As in the gold mosaic of a wall,
Come from the holy fire, perne in a gyre,
And be the singing-masters of my soul.
Consume my heart away ; sick with desire
And fastened to a dying animal
It knows not what it is; and gather me

Into the artifice of eternity.

i

Once out of nature I shall never take

My bodily form from any natural thing,



But such a form as Grecian goldsmiths make
Of hammered gold and gold enamelling

To keep a drowsy Emperor awake;

Or set upon a golden bough.to sing

To lords and ladies of Byzantium

Of what is past, or passing, or to come.
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The unpurged images of day recede;
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The Emperor’s drunken soldiery are abed ;
Night resonance recedes, night-walkers’ song
After great cathedral gong;

A starlit or a moonlit dome disdains

All that man is,

All mere complexities,

The fury and the mire of human veins.

Before me floats an image, man or shade,

Shade more than man, more image than a shade;
For Hades’ bobbin found in mummy-cloth

May unwind the winding path;

A mouth that has no moisture and no breath
Breathless mouths may summon;

I hail the superhuman;

I call it death-in-life and life-in-death.

Miracle, bird or golden handiwork,
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More miracle than bird or handiwork,
Planted on the star-lit golden bough,
Can like the cocks of Hades crow,

Or, by the moon embittered, scorn aloud
In glory of changeless metal

Common bird or petal

And all complexities of mire or blood.

At midnight on the Emperor’s pavement flit
Flames that no faggot feeds, nor steel has lit,
Nor storm disturbs, flames begotten of flame,
Where blood-begotten spirits come

And all complexities of fury leave,

Dying into a dance,

An agony of trance,

An agony of flame that cannot singe a sleeve.

Astraddle on the dolphin’s mire and blood,
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Spirit after spirit! The smithies break the flood,
The golden smithies of the Emperor!

Marbles of the dancing floor

Break bitter furies of complexity,

Those images that yet

Fresh images beget,

The dolphin-torn, that gong-tormented sea.
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i
I tread the emperor’s tower

All my intricacies grown clear and sweet.
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I am content to live it all again
And yet again, if it be life to pitch
Into the frog-spawn of a blind man’s ditch,

A blind man battering blind men;
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When such as I cast out remorse

So great a sweetness flows into the breast
We must laugh and we must sing,

We are blest by everything,

Everything we look upon is blest.
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That lover of a night
Came when he would,
Went in the dawning light
Whether I would or no;
Men come, men go;

All things remain in God.
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1 met the Bishop on the road

And much said he and I

‘ Those breasts are flat and fallen now,
Those veins must soon be dry;

Live in agheavenly mansion,

Not in some foul sty.’
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‘Fair and foul are near of kin,

And fair needs foul, ’I cried.

‘My friends are gone, but that’s a truth
Nor grave nor bed denied,

Learned in bodily lowliness

And in the heart’s pride.

‘A woman can be proud and stiff
When on love intent;

But Love has pitched his mansion in
The place of excrement;

For nothing can be sole or whole

That has not been rent.’
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When you and my true lover meet
And he plays tunes between your feet,
Speak no. evil of the soul,

Nor think that body is the whole,
For I that am his daylight lady
Know worse evil of the body ;
But in honour split his love

Till either neither have enough,
That I may hear if we should kiss
A contrapuntal serpent hiss,

You, should hand explore a thigh,
All the labouring heavens sigh.
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You think it horrible that lust and rage
Should dance attention upon my old age;
They were not such a plague when I was young;

What else have I to spur me into song?
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‘That some stream of lightning
From thé old man in the skies
Can burn out that suffering
No right-taught man denies.
But a coarse old man am I,

1 choose the second-best,

I forget it all awhile

Upon a woman’s breast.

Daybreak and a candle-end.
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All men live in suffering.
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Come, fix upon me that accusing eye.

I thirst for accusation. All that was sung,
All that was said in Ireland is a lie

Bred out of the contagion of the throng,
Saving the rhyme rats hear before they die.
Leave nothing but the nothings that belong
To this bare soul, let all men judge that can

Whether it be an animal or a man.
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God guard me from those thoughts men think



In the mind alone;
He that sings a lasting song

Thinks in a marrow-bone ;

From all that makes a wise old man
That can be praised of all;
O what am I that I should not seem

For the song’s sake a fool ?

I pray—for fashion’s word is out
And prayer come round again—
That I may seem, though I die old,

A foolish, passionate man.
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Then my delivered soul herself shall learn
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A darker knowledge and in hatred turn
mnoqﬂ every thought of God mankind has had.
Thought is a garment and the soul’s a bride
That cannot in that trash and tinsel hide:

Hatred of God may bring the soul to God.

At stroke of midnight soul cannot endure

A bodily or mental furniture.

What can she take until her Master give!
Where can she look until He make the show!
What can she know until He bid her know!

How can she live till in her blood He live!
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He with body waged a fight,

But body won; it walks upright .

Then he struggled with the heart;

Innocence and peace depart.

Then he struggled with the mind;
His proud heart he left behind.
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Now his wars on God begin;

At stroke of midnight God shall win.
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I sing what was lost and dread what was won,
I walk in a battle fought over again,

My king a lost king, and lost soldiers my men ;
Feet to the Rising and Setting may run,

They always beat on the same small stone.
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Those masterful images because complete

Grew in pure mind, but out of what began?

A mound of refuse or the sweepings of a street,
Old kettles, old bottles, and a broken can,

Old iron, old bones, old rags, that raving slut
Who keeps the till. Now that my ladder’s gone,

I must lie down where all the ladders start,
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In the foul rag-and-bone shop of the heart.
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Picture and book remain,
An acre of green grass

For air and exercise,

Now strength of body goes;
Midnight, an old house

Where nothing stirs but a mouse.

My temptation is quiet.
Here at life’s end

Neither loose imagination,
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Nor the mill of the mind
Consuming its rag and bone,

Can make the truth known.
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Grant me an old man’s frenzy,
Myself must I remake

Till T am Timon and Lear

Or that William Blake

Who beat upon the wall

Till Truth obeyed his call;

A mind Michael Angelo knew
That can pierce the clouds,

Or inspired by frenzy -



Shake the dead in their shrouds;
Forgotten else by mankind,

An old man’s eagle mind.
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‘Here lies a wretch corpse, of wretched soul bereft:
Seek not my name: a plague consume you wicked caitiffs left!
Here lie I, Timon; who, alive, all living men did hate:

Pass by and curse thy fill, but pass and stay not here thy gait.’
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Cast a cold eye
On life, on death.

Horseman, pass by!
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‘Because I am mad about women
I am mad about the hills,

Said that wild old wicked man
Who travels where God wills.
‘Not to die on the straw at home,
Those hands to close these eyes,
That is all I ask, my dear,

From the old man in the skies.

Daybreak and a candle-end
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* All men live in suffering,

I know as few can know,

Whether they take the upper road



Or stay content on the low,
Rower bent in his row-boat
Or weaver bent at his loom,
Horseman erect upon horseback
Or child hid in the womb.
Daybreak and a candle-end
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In a cleft that’s christened Alt
Under broken stone I halt
At the bottom of a pit

That broad noon has never lit,



And shout a secret to the stone.
All that I have said and done,
Now that I am old and ill,
Turns into a question till

1 lie awake night after night

And never get the answers right.
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------ There is no release

In a bodkin or disease,

Nor can there be work so great

As that which cleans man’s dirty slate.
While man can still his body keep
Wine or love drug him to sleep,
Waking he thanks the Lord that he
Has body and its stupidity,

But body gone he sleeps no more,
And till his intellect grows sure
That all’s arranged in one clear view,
Pursues the thoughts that I purpsue,
Then stands in judgment on his soul,
And, all work done, dismisses all
Out of intellect and sight

And sinks at last into the night.
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O Rocky Voice,
Shall we in that great night rejoice ?
What do we know but that we face
One another in this place?
But hush, for I have lost the theme,
Its joy or night seem but a dream;
Up there some hawk or owl has struck,
Dropping out of sky or rock,
A stricken rabbit is crying out,

And its cry distracts my thought.
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...... Out of cavern comes a voice

And all it knows is that one word ‘Rejoice !’
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The gyres! the gyres! Old Rocky Face, look forth;
Things thought too long can be no longer thought,
For beauty dies of beauty, worth of worth,

And ancient lineaments are blotted out.

Irrational streams of blood are staining earth;
Empedocles has thrown all things about;

Hector is dead and there’s a light in Troy;

We that look on but laugh in tragic joy.

What matter though numb nightmare ride on top,
And blood and mire the sensitive body stain ?
What matter? Heave no sigh, let no tear drop,

A greater, a more gracious time has gone;
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For painted forms or boxes of make-up
In ancient tombs I sighed, but not again;
What matter? Qut of cavern comesva voice,

And all it knows is that one word ‘Rejoice !

Conduct and work grow coarse, and coarse the soul,
What matter ? Those that Rocky Face holds dear,
Lovers of horses and of women, shall,

From marble of a broken sepulchre,

Or dark betwixt the polecat and the owl,

Or any rich, dark nothing disinter

The workman, noble and saint, and all things run

On that unfashionable gyre again.
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A most astonishing thing—

Seventy years have I lived;

(Hurrah for the flowers of Spring,

For Spring is here again.)

Seventy years have I lived
No ragged beggar-man,
Seventy years have I lived,
Seventy years man and boy,

And never have I danced for joy.
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All perform their tragic play,

There struts Hamlet, there is Lear,

That’s Ophelia, that Cordelia ;

Yet they, should the last scene be there,
The great stage curtain about to drop,

If worthy their prominent part in the play,
Do not break up their lines to weep.
They know that Hamlet and Lear are gay;
Gaiety transfiguring all that dread.

All men have aimed at, found and lost;
Black out; Heaven blazing into the head:
Tragedy wrought to its uttermost.

Though Hamlet rambles and Lear rages,
And all the drop-scenes drop at once
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Upon a hundred thousand stages,

It cannot grow by an inch or an ounce.
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All things fall and are built again,

And those that built them again are gay.
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Every discoloration of the stone,
Every accidental crack or dent,

Seems a water-course or an avalanche,
Or lofty slope where it still snows
Though doubtless plum or cherry-branch
Sweetens the little half-way house
Those Chinamen climb towards, and I
Delight to imagine them seated there;
There, on the mountain and the sky,
On all the tragic scene they stare.
One asks for mournful melodies;

Accomplished fingers begin to play.



Their eyes mid many wrinkles, their eyes,

Their ancient, glittering eyes, are gay.
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We Irish, born into that ancient sect

But thrown upon this filthy modern tide
And by its formless spawning fury wrecked,
Climb to our proper dark, that we may trace

The lineaments of a plummet-measured face.
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Or else I thought her supernatural ;

As though a sterner eye looked through her eye

On this foul world in its decline and fall;

On gangling stocks grown great, m,nmm» stocks run dry,
Ancestral pearls all pitched into a sty,

Heroic reverie mocked by clown and knave,

And wondered what was left for massacre to save.
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You ask what I have found, and far and wide I go:
Nothing but Cromwell’s house and Cromwell’s murderous crew,
The lovers and the dancers are beaten into the clay,
And the tall men and the swordsmen and the horsemen, where are they?
And there is an old beggar wandering in his pride—
His fathers served their fathers before Christ was crucified.
O what of that, O what of that,
What is there left to say?
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No marble, no conventional phrase ;

On limestone' quarried near the spot

By his command these words are cut:

Cast a cold eye
On life, on death.

Horseman, pass by!
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