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And when the Fool and Blind Man stole the bread,
Cuchulain fought the ungovernable sea;
Heart-mysteries there, and yet when all is said

It was the dream itself enchanted me:
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I call to the eye of the mind

THSDOR HES



SUSNNOR 2o
A well long choked up and dry

And boughs long stripped by the wind,

And I call to the mind’s eye

Pallor of an ivory face,

Its lofty dissolute air,

A man climbing up to a place

The salt sea wind has swept bare.
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He has made a little heap of leaves;

He lays the dry sticks on the leaves

And, shivering with cold, he has taken up
The firestick and socket from its hole.
He whirls it round to get a flame;

And now the dry sticks take the fire,
And now the fire leaps up and shines

Upon the hazels and the empty well.
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NHUTDNOR 111
I chose a pleasant life
Among indolent meadows

Wisdom must live a bitter life.
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I have but two joyous thoughts, two things I prize,

A hope, a memory, and now you claim that hope.
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You taught how I might youth prolong
By knowing what is right and wrong;
How from my heart to bring supplies
Of lustre to my fading eyes;

How soon a beauteous mind repairs
The loss of chang’d or falling hairs;
How wit and virtue from within

Can spread a smoothness o’er the skin.
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Men hold
That woman’s beauty is a kindly thing,
But they that call me cruel speak the truth,
Cruel as the winter of virginity.
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My mind is running on our marriage night,
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Imagining all from the first touch and kiss.
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It may be that life is suffering

But youth that has not yet known pleasure
Has not the right to say so: pick,

Or be picked by seven men,

And we shall talk it out again.
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And I, moon-crazed, moon-blind,

Fighting and wound, wounded and fighting,
I never thought of such an end.

Never be a soldier, Tom

Though it begins well, is this a life?

If this is a man’s life, is there any life

But a dog’s life?
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All that trouble and nothing to show for it,

Nothing but just another donkey.
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O God,
Release my mother’s soul from its dream!
Mankind can do no more. Appease

The misery of the living and the remorse of the dead.
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Confusion fell upon our thought.
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