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It follows this idea: a woman of character and refinement goes into the lower class, and has no satisfaction in
her own life. She has had a passion for her husband, so the children are born of passion, and have heaps of vital-
ity. But as her sons grow up she selects them as lovers—first the eldest, then the second. These sons are urged
into life by their reciprocal love of their mother—urged on and on. But when they come to manhood, they can’t
love, because their mother is the strongest power in their lives, and holds them. It’s rather like Goethe and his
mother and Frau von Stein and Christiana—As soon as the young men come into contact with women, there’s a
split. William gives his sex to a fribble, and his mother holds his soul. But the split kills him, because he

doesn’t know where he is. The next son gets a woman who fights for his soul—fights his mother. The son



loves the mother—all the sons hate and are jealous of the father. The battle goes on between the mother and
the girl, with the son as object. The mother gradually proves stronger, because of the tie of blood. The son
decides to leave his soul in his mother’s hands, and, like his elder brother, go for passion. He gets passion.
Then the split begins to tell again. But, almost unconsciously, the mother realises what is the matter, and begins

to die. The son casts off his mistress, attends to his mother dying. He is left in the end naked of everything,

with the drift towards a@mﬁw.
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The pity was, she was too much his opposite. She could not be content with the little he might be; she would
have him the much that he ought to be. So, in seeking to make him nobler than he could be, she destroyed

him. She injured and hurt and scarred herself, but she lost none of her worth. She also had the nerHmw.
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Mrs. Morel looked down at him. She had dreaded this baby like a catastrophe, because of her feeling for her
husband. And now she felt strangely towards the infant. Her heart was heavy because of the child, almost as if
it were unhealthy, or malformed. Yet it seemed quite well. But she noticed the peculiar knitting of the baby’s

brows, and the peculiar heaviness of its eyes, as if it were trying to understand something that was pain. She
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felt, when she looked at her child’s dark, brooding pupils, as if a burden were on her heart.
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In her arms lay the delicate baby. Its deep blue eyes, always looking up at her unblinking, seemed to draw
her innermost thoughts out of her. She no longer loved her husband; she had not wanted this child to come,
and there it lay in her arms and pulled at her heart. She felt as if the navel string that had connected its frail
little body with hers had not been broken. A wave of hot love went over her to the infant. She held it close
to her face and breast. With all her force, with all her soul she would make up to it moM having brought it into

the world unloved. She would love it all the more now it was here; carry it in her love.
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It hurt the boy keenly, his feeling about her that she had never had her life’s fulfilment: and his own incapa-
bility to make up to her hurt him with a sense of impotence, yet made him patiently dogged inside. It was his
childish &M.
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Paul was very ill. His mother lay in bed at nights with him; they could not afford a nurse. He grew worse,

and the crisis approached. One night he tossed into consciousness in the ghastly, sickly feeling of dissolution, when
all the cells in the body seem in intense irritability to be breaking down, and consciousness makes a last flare of
struggle, like madness.

“I &'l die, mother!” he cried, heaving for breath on the pillow.

She lifted him up, crying in a small voice.

“QOh, my son—my son!”

That brought him to. He realized her. His whole will rose up and arrested him. He put his head on her
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breast, and took ease of her for love.
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He was conscious only when stimulated. A sketch finished, he always wanted to take it to Miriam. Then he
was stimulated into knowledge of the work he had produced unconsciously. In contact with Miriam he gained
insight ; his vision went deeper. From his mother he drew the life-warmth, the strength to produce ; Miriam urged

this warmth into intensity like a white light.
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“She’s not like an ordinary woman, who can leave me my share in him. She wants to absorb him. She wants

to draw him out and absorb him till there is nothing left of him, even for himself. He will never be a man on

g
his own feet—she will suck him up.”
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He would not have it that they were lovers. The intimacy between them had been kept so abstract, such a
matter of the soul, all thought and weary struggle into consciousness, that he saw it only as a platonic friendship.
He stoutly denied there was anything eise between them. Miriam was silent, or else she very quietly agreed. He
was a fool who did not know what was happening to himself. By tacit agreement they ignored the remarks and
insinuations of their acquaintances.

“We aren’t lovers, we are friends,” he said to her. “We know it. Let them talk. What does it matter what

g
they say.”
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Then, if she put her arm in his, it caused him almost torture. His consciousness seemed to split. The place

where she was touching him ran hot with friction. He was one internecine battle, and he became cruel to her

£
because of it.
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A good many of the nicest men he knew were like himself, bound in by their own virginity, which they could
not break out of. They were so sensitive to their women that they would go without them for ever rather than
do them a hurt, an injustice. Being the sons of mothers whose husbands had blundered rather brutally through
their feminine sanctities, they were themselves too diffident and shy. They could easier deny themselves than incur
any reproach from a woman; for a woman was like their mother, and they were full of the sense of their

3
mother. They preferred themselves to suffer the misery of celibacy, rather than risk the other person.
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“Don’t ask me anything about the future,” he said miserably. “I don’t know anything. Be with me now, will
you, no matter what it is?”

And she took him in her arms. After all, she was a married woman, and she had no right even to what he
gave her. He needed her badly. She had him in her arms, and he was miserable. With her warmth she folded
him over, consoled him, loved him. She would let the moment stand for itself.

After a moment he lifted his head as if he wanted to speak.

“Clara,” he said, struggling.

She caught him passionately to her, pressed his head down on her breast with her hand. She could not bear
the suffering in his voice. She was afraid in her soul. He might have anything of her—anything; but she did not
want to know. She felt she could not bear it. She wanted him to be soothed upon her—soothed. She stood
clasping him and caressing En)r and he was something unknown to her—something almost uncanny. She wanted

k=3
to soothe him into forgetfulness.
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“Take me!” he said simply.

Occasionally she would. But she was afraid. When he had her then, there was something in it that made her
shrink away from him—something unnatural. She grew to dread him. He was so quiet, yet so strange. She was
afraid of the man who was not there with her, whom she could feel behind this make-belief lover; somebody sin-
ister, that filled her with horror. She began to have a kind of horror of him. It was almost as if he were a crim-
inal. He wanted her—he had her—and it made her feel as if death itself had her in its grip. She lay in hor-

=
2
ror. There was no man there loving her. She almost hated him.
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The realest thing was the thick darkness at night. That seemed to him whole and comprehensible and restful. He
could leave himself to it. Suddenly a piece of paper started near his feet and blew along down the pavement. He

stood still, rigid, with clenched fists, a flame of agony going over him. And he saw again the sick-room, his mother,



her eyes. Unconsciously he had been with her, in her company. The swift hop of the paper reminded him she
8
was gone. But he had been with her. He wanted everything to stand still, so that he could be with her again.
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And his soul could not leave her, wherever she was. Now she was gone abroad into the night, and he was
with her still. They were together. But yet there was his body, his chest, that leaned against the stile, his hands
on the wooden bar. They seemed something. Where was he ?—one tiny upright speck of flesh, less than an ear

of wheat lost in the field. He could not bear it. On every side the immense dark silence seemed pressing him, so
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tiny a spark, into extinction, and yet, almost nothing, he could not be extinct. Night, in which everything was
lost, went reaching out, beyond stars and sun. Stars and sun, a few bright grains, went spinning round for terror,
and holding each other in embrace, there in a darkness that outpassed them all, and left them tiny and daunted.
So much, and himself, infinitesimal, at the core a nothingness, and yet not nothing.

“ Mother ! ” he whispered—* mother!”

She was the only thing that held him up, himself, amid all this. And she was gone, intermingled herself. He
wanted her to touch him, have him alongside with her.

But no, he would not give in. Turning sharply, he walked towards the city’s gold phosphorescence. His fists

were shut, his mouth set fast. He would not take that direction, to the darkness, to follow her. He walked to-

wards the faintly humming, glowing town, @Eowmﬁ
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= Aldous Huxley (ed.): The Letters of D. H. Lawrence, pp. 76-7.

o Ibhid., p. 77.

@  “Yes; but my mother, I believe, got real joy and satisfaction out of my father at first. I believe she had a
passion for him; that’s why she stayed with him. After all, they were bound to each other.” Soms and Lovers,
Kenkyusha, p. 425.

I Ibid, p. 22.
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DHRE KR I LR 5 U BH BB W 55° Cf. The Letters of D. H. Lawrence, pp. 100-2.

B NGO WRRE I INKEEI N TN« h ¥ N{ — K (Jessie Chambers) QE[EIN =% 1o M)\ K QU
BRU OO H RO L 50° ““He (Lawrence) hates his father,” she said. ‘I know why he hates his father.
It happened before he was born. One night he put me out of the house... He’s bound to hate his father.”

E. T.: D. H. Lawrence; A Personal Record, p. 138.

& Sons and Lovers, p. 49.
& Ibid., p. 50.
e J. M. Murry: D. H. Lawrence; Son of Woman, p. 21.
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Sons and Lovers, p. 90.
Ibid., p. 190.
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J. M. Murry: D. H. Lawrence; Son of Woman, p. 30.
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B S AUKRBINh L £ RORKLE [MI#] (The White Peacock, 1911) 840N M v o i N Y
~X QEER E. T.: D. H. Lawrence; A Personal Record 1R-04W48°

E  Sons and Lovers, p. 213.

8 Ibid., p. 260.

g  Ibid., pp. 232-3.

€ Ibid, p. 233.

& E. T.: D. H Lawrence; A Personal Record, p. 70.

g J. M. Murry: D. H. Lawrence; Son of Woman, p. 34.
8 E. T.:. D. H Lawrence; A Personal Record, p. 69.

8 Ibid., p. 160.

8§ J. M. Murry: D. H. Lawrence; Son of Woman, p. 36.
® Ibid, p. 37.

8 Sons and Lovers, p. 374.
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Harry T. Moore: The Life and Works of D. H. Lawrence, p. 105.

¥ J. M. Murry: D. H. Lawrence; Son of Woman, p. 32.
8 Sons and Lovers, pp. 472-3.

8§ Ihid, p. 518.

8 Ibid, p. 549.

8 Did, p. 562.
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Cf. Mark Schorer: ¢ Technique as Discovery’ (William Van O’Connor (ed.) : Forms of Modern Fiction, p. 18.)
& Cf. Frederick J. Hoffman : ¢ Lawrence’s Quarrel with Freud’ (Frederick J. Hoffman & Harry T. Moore (ed.) : The
Achievement of D. H. Lawrence, p. 109.)
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8 Cf. Mark Spilka: The Love Ethic of D. H. Lawrence, pp. 60-85.



