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Marrying left your maiden name disused.

Its five light sounds no longer mean your face,
Your voice, and all your variants of grace;
For since you were so thankfully confused

By law with someone else, you cannot be

Semantically the same as that young beauty :

(RUIN!



It was of her that these two words were used.

Now it’s a phrase applicable to no one,

Lying just where you left it, scattered through
Old lists, old programmes, a school prize or two,
Packets of letters tied with tartan ribbon—

Then is it scentless, weightless, strengthless, wholly
Untruthful? Try whispering it slowly.

No, it means you. Or, since you're past and gone,

It means what we feel now about you then:
How beautiful you were, and near, and young,
So vivid, you might still be there among
Those first few days, unfingermarked again.
So your old name shelters our faithfulness,
Instead of losing shape and meaning less

With your depreciating luggage laden.
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At last you yielded up the album, which,

Once open, sent me distracted.
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Or lifting a heavy-headed rose

Beneath a trellis, or in a trilby hat



(Faintly disturbing, that, in several ways)—

From every side you strike at my control,

Not least through these disquieting chaps who loll
At ease about your earlier days:

Not quite your class, I'd say, dear, on the whole.
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Yes, true; but in the end, surely, we cry
Not only at exclusion, but because
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It leaves us free to cry. We know what was

Won't call on us to justify

Our grief.
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All down the line
Fresh couples climbed aboard: the rest stood round;

The last confetti and advice were thrown,



And, as we moved, each face seemed to define
Just what it saw departing : children frowned

At something dull ; fathers had never known

Success so huge and wholly farcical ;
The women shared
The secret like a happy funeral;
While girls, gripping their handbags tighter, stared

At a religious wounding.
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