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God guard me from those thoughts men think
In the mind alone;

He that sings a lasting song

Thinks in a marrow-bone;
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From all that makes a wise old man
That can be praised of all;
O what am I that I should not seem

For the song’s sake a fool ?

I pray — for fashion’s word is out
And prayer come round again —
That I may seem, though I die old,

A foolish, passionate man.
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She hears me strike the board and say
That she is under ban

Of all good men and women,

Being mentioned with a man

That has the worst of all bad names,
And thereupon replies

That his hair is beautiful,

Cold as the March wind his eyes.
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O but there is wisdom

In what the sages said;

But stretch that body for a while
And lay down that head

Till I have told the sages

Where man is comforted.
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