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Hic. On the grey sand beside the shallow stream
Under your old wind-beaten tower, where still
A lamp burns on beside the open book
That Michael Robartes left, you walk in the moon,
And, though you have passed the best of life, still trace,
Enthralled by the unconquerable delusion,
Magical shapes.
lile, By the help of an image
I call to my opposite, summon all

That I have handled least, least looked upon.



Hic. And I would find myself and not an image.

I/le. That is our modern hope, and by its light
We have lit upon the gentle, sensitive mind
And lost the old nonchalance of the hand;
Whether we have chosen chisel, pen or brush,
We are but critics, or but half create,

Timid, entangled, empty and abashed,

Lacking the countenance of our friends.
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Turning and turning in a widening gyre
The falcon cannot hear the falconer ;
Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world ....
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A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun,
Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it
Reel shadows of the indignant desert birds.
The darkness drops again; but now I know
That twenty centuries of stony sleep
Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle,
And what rough beast, its hour come round at last,

Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born ?
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In Sato’s house
Curved like new moon, moon-luminous,

It lay five hundred years,
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Yet if no change appears
No moon; only an aching heart
Conceives a changeless work of art.
Our learned men have urged
That when and where ’twas forged
A marvellous accomplishment,
In painting or in pottery, went
From father unto son

And through the centuries ran

And seemed unchanging like the sword.

Soul’s beauty being most adored,
Men and their business took

The soul’s unchanging look; ...
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Many times man lives and dies
Between his two eternities,

That of race and that of soul,
And ancient Ireland knew it all.

Whether man die in his bed
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Or the rifle knocks him dead,
A brief parting from those dear
Is the worst man has to fear,
Though grave-diggers’ toil is long,
Sharp their spades, their muscles strong,
They but thrust their buried men

Back in the human mind again.
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What shall T do with this absurdity—
O heart, O troubled heart——this caricature,
Decrepit age that has been tied to me

As to a dog’s tail ?
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An aged man is but a paltry thing,
A tattered coat upon a stick, unless
Soul clap its hands and sing, and louder sing

For every tatter in its mortal dress .
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Those masterful images because complete

Grew in pure mind, but out of what began ?

A mound of refuse or the sweepings of a street,
0Old kettles, old bottles, and a broken can,

Old iron, old bones, old rags, that raving slut
Who keeps the till. Now that my ladder’s gone,
I must lie down where all the ladders start,

In the foul rag-and-bone shop of the heart.
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In one another’s arms, birds in the trees
——Those dying generations——at their song,
The salmon-falls, the mackerel-crowded seas,
Fish, flesh or fowl, commend all summer long
Whatever is begotten, born, and dies,
Canght in that sensual music all neglect

Monuments of unaging intellect.
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My Self. A living man is blind and drinks his drop.
What matter if the ditches are impure ?

What matter if I live it all once more?
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I am content to live it all again
And yet again, if it be life to pitch
Into the frog-spawn of a blind man’s ditch,

A blind man battering blind men .
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When such as I cast out remorse

So great a sweetness flows into the breast
We must laugh and we must sing,

We are blest by everything,

Everything we look upon is blest.
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Upon the dusty, glittering windows cling,
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And seem to cling upon the moonlit skies,
Tortoiseshell butterflies, peacock butterflies,
A couple of night-moths are on the wing.
Is every modern nation like the tower,
Half dead at the top ? No matter what I said,
For wisdom is the property of the dead,
A something incompatible with life ; and power,
Like everything that has the stain of blood,
A property of the living; .
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We are closed in, and the key is turned
On our uncertainty; somewhere
A man is killed, or a house burned,

Yet no clear fact to be discerned.
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Too long a sacrifice



Can make a stone of the heart
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Between extremities

Man runs his course .
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‘Fair and foul are near of kin,

And fair needs foul,” I cried.

‘My friends are gone, but that’s a truth
Nor grave nor bed denied,

Learned in bodily lowliness

And in the heart’s pride.

‘A woman can be proud and stiff
When on love intent;

But Love has pitched his mansion in
The place of excrement;

For nothing can be sole or whole
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That has not been rent.’
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All things fall and are built again,
And all that build them again are gay.
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All perform their tragic play,



There struts Hamlet, there is Lear,

That’s Ophelia, that Cordelia;

Yet they, should the last scene be there,
The great stage curtain about to drop,

If worthy their prominent part in the play,
Do not break up their lines to weep.

They know that Hamlet and Lear are gay;
Gaiety transfiguring all that dread.

All men have aimed at, found and lost;
Black out; Heaven blazing into the head:
Tragedy wrought to its uttermost.

Though Hamlet rambles and Lear rages,
And all the drop-scenes drop at once

Upon a hundred thousand stages,

It cannot grow by an inch or an ounce.
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Every discoloration of the stone,
Every accidental crack or dent,
Seems a water-course or an avalanche,
Or lofty slope where it still snows
Though doubtless plum or cherry-branch
Sweetens the little half-way house
Those Chinamen climb towards, and I
Delight to imagine them seated there;
There, on the mountain and the sky,
On all the tragic scene they stare.
One asks for mournful melodies;
Accomplished fingers begin to play,
Their eyes mid many wrinkles, their eyes,

Their ancient, glittering eyes, are gay.
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The Soul. Seek out reality, leave things that seem.



The Hegrt. What, be a singer born and lack a theme?
The Soul. Isaiah’s coal, what more can man desire?
The Heart. Struck dumb in the simplicity of fire !

The Soul. Look on the fire, salvation walks within,

The Heart. What theme had Homer but original sin?
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