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I am an exile from my home ; heavily
And all alone 1 walk the long sea shore
And find no joy. The trees the bushes talk to me
And the small fly that whispers in my ear.
Ah me 1 do not love the look



Of foreign men
And wo is me that 1 forsook
My little home my lamp my book
To find across the foaming seas
This cheerless fen.

(December 7, 1827)
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If thou canst bear
Strong meat of simple truth
If thou durst my words compare

With what thou thinkest in the soul’s free youth

Then take this fact unto thy soul ...
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God dwells in thee .
It is no metaphor nor parable
It is unknown to thousands to thee

Yet there is God.

He is in thy world

But thy world knows him not

He is the mighty Heart

From which life’s varied pulses part
Clouded & shrouded there doth sit
The Infinite

Embosomed in a man

And thou art stranger to thy guest

And know’st not what thou dost invest.

The clouds that veil his light within
Are thy thick woven webs of sin
Which his glory struggling through

Darkens to thine evil hue

1K



Then bear thyself, o man!

Up to the scale & compass of thy guest
Soul of thy soul.

Be great as doth he seem

The ambassador who bears

The royal presence where he goes.

Give up to thy soul ...

Let it have its way ...

1t is, 1 tell thee, God himself,

The selfsame One that rules the Whole
Tho’ he speaks thro’ thee with a stifled voice
And looks thro’ thee shorn of his beams
But if thou listen to his voice

If thou obey the royal thought

1t will grow clearer to thine ear

More glorious to thine eye

The clouds will burst that veil him now
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And thou shalt see the Lord.

Therefore be great

Not proud, too great to be proud

Let not thine eyes rove

Peep not in corners; let thine eyes
Look straight before thee as befits

The simplicity of Power.

And in thy closet carry state

Filled with light walk therein

And as a King

Would do ne treason to his own empire

So do not thou to thine.

This is the reason why thou dost recognize
Things now first revealed
Because in thee resides

The Spirit that lives in all



And thou canst learn the laws of Nature

Because its author is latent in thy breast.

Therefore o happy youth

Happy if thou dost know & love this truth

Thou art unto thyself a law

And since the Soul of things is in thee

Thou needest nothing out of thee.

The law, the gospel, & the Providence,

Heaven, Hell, the Judgment, & the stores

Immeasurable of Truth & Good

All these thou must find

Within thy single mind

Or never find.

Thou art the Jaw ;

The gospel has no revelation

Of peace or hope until there is response

From the deep chambers of thy mind thereto
HESNE A RN KSIRBELOSW RES
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The rest is straw
1t can reveal no truth unknown before.
The Providence
Thou art thyself that doth dispense
Wealth to thy work Want to thy sloth
Glory to goodness to Neglect the Moth
Thou sow’st the wind, the whirlwind reapest
Thou payest the wages
Of thy own work, through all ages.
The almighty energy within
Crowneth Virtue curseth Sin
Virtue sees by its own light

Stumbleth Sin in selfmade night.

Who approves thee doing right?
God in thee

Who condemns thee doing wrong?
God in thee

no



Who punishes thine evil deed?

God in thee

The selfsame God

By the same law

Makes the souls of angels glad
And the souls of devils sad

See

There is nothing else but God

Where e’er I look

All things hasten back to him

Light is but his shadow dim.
(July 6, 1831)
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1 will not live out of me
I will not see with others’ eyes
My good is good, my evil ill
I would be free — 1 cannot be
While 1 take things as others please to rate them
1 dare attempt to lay out my own road
That which myself delights in shall be Good
That which I do not want,... indifferent,
That which I hate is Bad. That’s flat
Henceforth, please God, forever I forego
The yoke of men’s opinions. 1 will be
Lighthearted as a bird & live with God.
I find him in the bottom of my heart
1 hear continually his Voice therein

And books, and priests, and worlds, 1 less esteem

Who says the heart’s a blind guide ?
It is not.

My heart did never counsel me to sin

BO



1 wonder where it got its wisdom

For in the darkest maze amid the sweetest baits

Or amid horrid dangers never once
Did that gentle Angel fail of his oracle
The little needle always knows the north
The little bird remembereth his note
And this wise Seer never errs
I never taught it what it teaches me
1 only follow when I act aright.
Whence then did this Omniscient Spirit come ?
From God it came. It is the Deity.
(Oct. 2, 1832)
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“Line in nature is not found ;
Unit and universe are round ;
In vain produced, all rays return;
Evil will bless, and ice will burn.”

(Pub. 1847)
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THE PROBLEM

I like a church ; 1 like a cowl;

I love a prophet of the soul ;

And on my heart monastic aisles

Fall like sweet strains, or pensive smiles ;
Yet not for all his faith can see

Would I that cowléd churchman be.

Why should the vest on him allure,
Which 1 could not on me endure ?

Not from a vain or shallow thought
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His awful Jove young Phidias brought ;
Never from lips of cunning fell
The thrilling Delphic oracle ;

Out from the heart of nature rolled
The burdens of the Bible old ;
The litanies of nations came,

Like the volcano’s tongue of flame,

Up from the burning core below, ...
The canticles of love and woe :

The hand that rounded Peter’s dome
And groined the aisles of Christian Rome
Wrought in a sad sincerity ;

Himself from God he could not free ;

He builded better than he knew; ...

The conscious stone to beauty grew.

Know’st thou what wove yon woodbird’s nest

Of leaves and feathers from her breast?

$0



Or how the fish outbuilt her shell,
Painting with morn each annual cell ?
Or how the sacred pine-tree adds

To her old leaves new myriads ?

Such and so grew these holy piles,
Whilst love and terror laid the tiles.
Earth proudly wears the Parthenon,
As the best gem upon her zone,

And Morning opes with haste her lids
To gaze upon the Pyramids;

O’er England’s abbeys bends the sky,
As on its friends, with kindred eye;
For out of Thought’s interior sphere

These wonders rose to upper air;

And Nature gladly gave them place,

Adopted them into her race,

And granted them an equal date

With Andes and with Ararat.
HENNQ IR NI KSBFUO LW
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These temples grew as grows the grass;
Art might obey, but not surpass.

The passive Master lent his hand

To the vast soul that o’er him planned;
And the same power that reared the shrine
Bestrode the tribes that knelt within.

Ever the fiery Pentecost

Girds with one flame the countless host,
Trances the heart through chanting choirs,

And through the priest the mind inspires.

The word unto the prophet spoken
Was writ on tables yet unbroken;
The word by seers or sibyls told,

In groves of oak, or fanes of gold,
Still floats upon the morning wind,

Still whispers to the willing mind.
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One accent of the Holy Ghost

The heedless world hath never lost.

1 know what say the fathers wise .

The Book itself before me lies,

Old Chrysostom, best Augustine,

And he who blent both in his line,

The younger Golden Lips or mines,

Taylor, the Shakespeare of divines.

His words are music in my ear,

I see his cowléd portrait dear;

And yet, for all his faith could see,

1 would not the good bishop be.
(Pub. 1847.)
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