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Your strong possession much more than your right,
Or else it must go wrong with you and me:
So much my conscience whispers in your ear,

Which none but heaven, and you, and I, shall hear. (1. i. 40—43)
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Let son’s entreaty sway the mother now.

Or else she dies: I’ll not infringe my vow. (Pt 1, sc i. 369f.)
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I'll act some wonders, now I know my name .

Sit fast, the proudest of my father’s foes! (Pt 1, sc i. 412,415)



A= hF — = QEREN R OK N QY VIR | MEK OV 500°

NE o FER) QENQIEm S#EUROY M va Ky N QENM QUEEMIEL 0% O LR
WEOW 510° R Robert VEDXN-20 UM Q 54 COf that T doubt, as all men’s children may’ (]
B RHKIIE) S O WERE SN LY LY KO NER RO & H LR N H{ S NRMS T
#CQ profile W2 ‘A half-fac’d groat five hundred pound a year!’ (|| ®RREWEL) VEENWLY
MOL RO P’ BROHOEMN VLR O VAT - URYORNEE TRAEEVAVEN O QERVIE
B dah—U IRnd e k> < QIRENV O ve ) V5 Lo’ mUQEHNLY OV HYPL R0
BERNMO A | — W IN K S N

Madam, by chance but not by truth; what though?
Something about, a little from the right,

In at the window, or else o’er the hatch:

Who dares not stir by day must walk by night,
And have is have, however men do catch.

Near or far off, well won is still well shot,

And I am I, howe’er I was begot. (1. 1. 169—175)
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... he is but a bastard to the time

That doth not smack of observation;

And so am I, whether I smoke or no.

And not alone in habit and device,

Exterior form, outward accoutrement,

But from the inward motion to deliver

Sweet, sweet, sweet momwon for the age’s tooth:
Which, though I will not practise to deceive,
Yet, to avoid deceit, I mean to learn;

For it shall strew the footsteps of my rising. . i. 207—216)
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You [Austria] are the hare of whom the proverb goes,

Whose valour plucks dead lions by the beard. (L. i. 137 £)
e 51

It (lion’s robe] lies as sightly on the back of him
As great Alcides’ shoes upon an ass ... (I1. i. 1431)
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Why stand these royal fronts amazed thus?
Cry “havoc!” kings; back to the stained field,
You equal potents, fiery kindled spirits!

Then let confusion of one part confirm

The other’s peace; till then, blows, blood, and death! (11. i. 356—360)
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By heaven, these scroyles of Angiers flout you, kings,
And stand securely on their battlements,

As in a theatre, whence they gape and point

At your industrious scenes and acts of death. (11. i. 373—376)
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Our ears are cudgell’d; not a word of his
But buffets better than a fist of France.
Zounds! I was never so bethump’d with words

Since I first call’d my brother’s father dad. (I1. i. 464—467)
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K. Phi. What say’st thou, boy ? look in the lady’s face.
Lew. 1 do, my lord; and in her eye I find

A wonder, or a wondrous miracle,

The shadow of myself form’d in her eye;

Which, being but the shadow of your son,

Becomes a sun, and makes your son a shadow:

I do protest I never lov’d myself



Till now infixed I beheld myself
Drawn in the flattering table of her eye.
(Whispers with Blanche.
Bast. (Aside.) Drawn in the flattering table of her eye
Hang’d in the frowning wrinkle of her brow!
And quarter’d in her heart! he doth espy
Himself love’s traitor: this is pity now,
That, hang’d and drawn and quarter’d, there should be
In such a love so vile a lout as he! (I1. i. 495—509)
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Upon thy cheek lay 1 this zealous kiss,
As seal to this indenture of my love:
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That to my home I will no more return,
Till Angiers and the right thou hast in France,
Together with that pale, that white-fac’d shore,
Whose foot spurns back the ocean’s roaring tides
And coops from other lands her islanders,
Even till that England, hedg’d in with the main,
That water-walled bulwark, still secure
And confident from foreign purposes,
Even till that utmost corner of the west
Salute thee for her king; till then, fair boy,
Will I not think of home, but follow arms. (I1. i. 19-31)
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Lo, in this right hand, whose protection

Is most divinely vow’d upon the right

Of him it holds, stands young Plantagenet,
Son to the elder brother of this man,

>=m. w_mnm o’er him and all that he enjoys:
For this down-trodden equity we tread

In warlike march these greens before your town,
Being no further enemy to you

Than the constraint of hospitable zeal

In the relief of this oppressed child
Religiously provokes. (I11. i. 236—246)
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Mad world! mad kings! mad composition!

John, to stop Arthur’s title in the whole,

Hath willingly departed with a part:

And France, whose armour conscience buckled on,
Whom zeal and charity brought to the field

As God’s own soldier, rounded in the ear

With that same purpose-changer, that sly divel,
That smooth-fac’d gentleman, tickling commodity,
Commodity, the bias of the world,

The world, who of itself is peised well,

Made to run even upon even ground,

Till this advantage, this vile drawing bias,

This sway of motion, this commodity,

Makes it take head from all indifferency,



From all direction, purpose, course, intent:
And this same bias, this commodity,

This bawd, this broker, this all-changing word,
Clapp’d on the outward eye of fickle France,
Hath drawn him from his own determin’d aid,
From a resolv’d and honourable war,

To a most base and vile-concluded peace. (11. i. 561—586)
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And why rail T on this commodity ?

But for because he hath not woo’d me yet:
Not that I have the power to clutch my hand,
When his fair angels would salute my palm;
But for my hand, as unattempted yet,

Like a poor beggar, raileth on the rich.

Well, whiles I am a beggar, I will rail



And say there is no sin but to be rich;
And being rich, my virtue then shall be
To say there is no vice but beggary.

Since kings break faith upon commodity,

Gain, be my lord, for I will worship thee! (11. i. 587—598)
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It is a damned and a bloody work;
The graceless action of a heavy hand,
If that it be the work of any hand. (IV. iii. 57—59)
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I am amaz’d, methinks, and lose my way
Among the thorns and dangers of this world.
How easy dost thou take all England up
From forth this morsel of dead royalty!

The life, the right and truth of all this realm
Is fled to heaven; and England now is left

To tug and scamble, and to part by th’teeth
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The unow’d interest of proud swelling state.
Now for the bare-pick’d bone of majesty
.Uonr dogged war bristle his angry crest
And snarleth in the gentle eyes of peace ... (IV. iii. 140—150)
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Art thou gone so? H do but stay behind
To do the office for thee of revenge,
And then my soul shall wait on thee to heaven,

As it on earth hath been thy servant still. (V. vii. 70—73)
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... you are forsworn, forsworn!
You came in arms to spill mine enemies’ blood,

But now in arms you strengthen it with yours. (IIL. i. 27—29)
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Thou fortune’s champion, that dost never fight
But when her humorous ladyship is by
To teach thee safety!
... Thou cold-blooded slave,
Hast thou not spoke like thunder on my side,
Been sworn my soldier, bidding me depend
Upon thy stars, thy fortune and thy strength,
And dost thou now fall over to my foes? (111. i. 44—53)
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... what is the intellectual bearing of King John? Plainly it is conceived as a tragedy, but
wherein does the tragedy consist? Is John himself the villain or the hero? Are we, as in Rich-
ard the Third, face to face with the Nemesis that waits upon wickedness in high places? And
if so, why do many of the scenes, and in particular the closing lines, with their emphasis upon
England’s dissensions as the cause of England’s woes, seem to strike another note, and to point
out not John, but those who plot against John, as the workers of the tragic evil? One fears the

answer is, that no answer can be given, and that the infirmity of double purpose here suggested
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is indeed inherent in the backboneless structure of the piece.
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Here once again we sit, once again crown’d,

And look’d upon, I hope, with cheerful eyes. av. ii. 1—2)
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Pem. This “once again”, but that your highness pleas’d,
Was once superfluous: you were crown’d before,
And that high royalty was ne’er pluck’d off,
The faiths of men ne’er stained with revolt;
Fresh expectation troubled not the land
With any long’d-for change or better state.
Sal. Therefore, to be possess’d with double pomp,
To guard a title that was rich before,
To gild refined gold, to paint the lily,
To throw a perfume on the violet,
To smooth the ice, or add another hue
Unto the rainbow, or with taper-light
To seek the beauteous eye of heaven to garnish,

Is wasteful and ridiculous excess.

Pem. When workmen strive to do better than well
They do confound their skill in covetousness;

And oftentimes excusing of a fault



Doth make the fault the worse by th’excuse:
As patches set upon a little breach
Discredit more in hiding of the fault

Than did the fault before it was so patch’d. V. ii. 3—34)
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They burn in indignation. (Enter a Messenger.) 1 repent:

There is no sure foundation set on blood,

No certain life achiev’d by others’ death. (IV. ii. 103—105)
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The copy of your speed is learn’d by them;
For when you should be told they do prepare
The tidings comes that they are all arriv’d. V. ii. 113—115)
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Be thou as lightning in the eyes of France,
For, ere thou canst report, I will be there:

The thunder of my cannon shall be heard. 1. 1. 24—26)
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Withhold thy speed, dreadful occasion!
O, make a league with me, till I have pleas’d

My discontented peers! What! mother dead! Av. ii. 125—127)
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Now keep your holy word.: go meet the French,
And from his holiness use all your power

To stop their marches ‘fore we are inflam’d. (V.1 5D
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... even there, methinks, an angel spake:
Look, where the holy legate comes apace,
To give us warrant from the hand of heaven,

And on our actions set the name of right
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With holy breath. (V. ii. 64—68)
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Hub. The king, 1 fear, is poison’d by a monk:
I left him almost speechless; and broke out
To acquaint you with this evil, that you might
The better arm you to the sudden time,

Than if you had at leisure known of this.

Bast. Who didst thou leave to tend his majesty ?
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Hub. Why, know you not? the lords are all come back,
And brought Prince Henry in their company;
At whose request the king hath pardon’d them,
And they are all about his majesty.
Bast. Withhold thine indignation, mighty heaven,
And tempt us not to bear above our power!
T'll tell thee, Hubert, half my power this night,
Passing these flats, are taken by the tide;

These Lincoln Washes have devoured them; ... (V. vi. 23—41)
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This England never did, nor never shall,

Lie at the proud foot of a conqueror,

But when it first did help to wound itself.

Now these her princes are come home again

Come the three corners of the world in arms

And we shall shock them! Nought shall make us rue

If England to itself do rest but true! (V. vii. 112—118)
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... Then, in a moment, fortune shall cull forth
Out of one side her happy minion,
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