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It would be fairly easy, I imagine, for the Government to prepare a nightingale map of England,

which would be almost as accurate as an ordnance survey map.

URET R AT RN~ R RS 00 L EEEAOL0nG BRE NKERER) V1 K
AR NS~ AR O L0N L H O 20 | IHBOEH RG] VOV 0R EUEETAHTY S
£5° 1 RG24 The Thrush and the Nightingale 7, © UiE+000%"7 TIE N » IR 1 ¥ & 12 Vi
Q" 1R~ The Owl and the Nightingale (| PREIEL) ¢ 010:0°

BN & 2OV EoBIEQ KA O L W. P. Ker 21022 0 51



‘the most miraculous piece of writing, or, if that is too strong a term, the most contrary to all
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preconceived opinion, among the medieval English books’
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The Owl and the Nightingale Qi
Ich was in one sumere dale
In one supe &woﬂo hale ;
Iherde Ich holde grete tale

An hule and one nigtingale.

pat plait was stif an starc an strong,

e
Sumwile softe an lud among ;

An eiper agen oper sual

An let pat uuel mod ut al;

An eiper seide of operes custe
pPat alreworste pat hi wuste;
An hure an hure of operes songe

Hi holde plaiding supe stronge.
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Ich (I), one (a), sumere (summer), Therde (heard), holde (to hold), grete (great), tale (i.e.
debate), hule (owl), pat (that), plait (plead, plea), stif (stiff i.e. hard), an (and), strong (i.e.
fierce), sumwile (somewhile i.e. sometimes), lud (loud), among (ie. from time to time), eiper
(either), ajen (against), oper (other), sual (p. of swell i.e. was puffed up), let,, ut (let out ie.

let loose), uuel (evil), mod (mood), ut (out), al (all), seide (said), alreworste (worst of all)
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supe (2, 12 very), digele (2 secret), hale (2 corner), starc (5 fierce), custe (9 character), hi (10,
12 they), wuste (10 knew), hure (11, especially)
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Ho quap, ‘ Pu attest Niztingale,
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Wundere me pungp wel starc an stor
Hu eni mon so eauar for
pat e his heorte migte driue

To do hit to opres mannes wiue. MS C. 1473-6
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Habbe he istunge under gore

Ne /last his luue no /eng more. 515-6
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The poet, while following French model in form and much of his technique, is the first in
English to seek a language for poetry of the kind Wordsworth was later to strive after—a

selection of the language really used by men”

in conscious protest against the more artificial
style suggested by incoming French models culminating in the highly literary Roman de la Rose
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of the mid-13th century.
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...... he [i.e. Wordsworth] was in some measure continuing a tradition of familiar language in
certain kinds of verse, which had existed at least since the twelfth century, and in which Chaucer
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had excelled.
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An mine ungrete an mine unlengpe,
An seist pat ich nam nojt strong

Vor ich nam noper gret ne long? 751-4
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Par me mai pe ilomest finde

par men worpep hore bihinde. 595-6
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On ape mai a boc bihalde
An leues wenden & eft folde,
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Ah he ne con pe bet paruore
Of clerkes lore, top ne more:
pah pu iseo pe steorre alswa

Nartu pe wisure neauer pe mo. 1325-30
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Nis nout so kot pat hit nacolep

Ne nojt so hwit pat hit ne solep. 1275-6
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Searohwit solap, sumorhat colad. 67
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M. W. Grose & D. McKenna: Old English Literature, p. 157.
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@ W. P. Ker: Medieval English Litevatuve, p. 134.
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Op. cit., p. 64.
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® K. Huganir: The Owl and the Nightingale: Sources, Date, Author, p. 63.
® O0p. Cit, p. 2. EHOERL O % v SEMHE

® Encyclopaedia Britannica,' English Literature’ ¢ ‘Early Middle English Period’ QK°
@ L 203.

® E.E.T.S. No. 251, 1963.

@ Cf. now soft, now loud among. The Kingis Quair, 228.

® » 0.y -estre R N0 b K0 VB0 L °

@ Parker MS.

® Laud MS.

® Tolkien, Gordon & Davis (eds.): Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, p. 87.
©® Op. cit,, p. 272.

® E. G. Stanley: The Ow! and the Nightingale, p. 38.

@ Cf. Tolkien, Gordon & Davis: op. cit., p. 83.

® Cf. Jespersen: The Philosophy of Grammar, p. 231

‘ The generic siugular man sometims means both sexes (God made the country, and man made the town) and sometims
only one (Man is destined to be a prey to woman). ...This is decidedly a defect in the English language.’
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