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In the course of the year 1656, several of the people called Quakers, led, as they professed, by the

inward movement of the spirit, made their appearance in New England. Their reputation, as holders



of mystic and pernicious principles, having spread before them, the Puritans early endeavored to
banish, and to prevent the further intrusion of the rising sect. But the measures by which it was
intended to purge the land of heresy, though more than sufficiently vigorous, were entirely unsuccessful.
The Quakers, esteeming persecution as a divine call to the post of danger, laid claim to a holy courage,
unknown to the Puritans themselves, who had shunned the cross, by providing for the peaceable exercise
of their religion in a distant wilderness. Though it was the singular fact, that every nation of the
earth rejected the wandering enthusiasts who practised peace towards all men, the place of greatest
uneasiness and peril, and therefore, in their eyes the most eligible, was the province of Massachusetts
Bay.

The fines, imprisonments, and stripes, liberally distributed by our pious forefathers; the popular
antipathy, so strong that it endured nearly a hundred years after actual persecution had nnmwom. were
attractions as powerful for the Quakers, as peace, honor; and reward, would have been for the worldly

®
minded. (p. 68) (va= P A S-OnEN S VOED)
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Their enthusiasm, heightened almost to madness by the treatment which they received, produced
actions contrary to the rules of decency, as well as of rational religion, and presented a singular con-
trast to the calm and staid deportment of their sectarian successors of the present day. The com-
mand of the spirit, inaudible except to the soul, and not to be controverted on grounds of human
wisdom, was a plea for most indecorous exhibitions, abstractedly considered, well deserved the mode-
rate chastisement of the rod. These extravagances, and the persecution which was at once their cause
and consequence, continued to increase, till, in the year 1659, the government of Massachusetts Bay

indulged two members of the Quaker sect with the crown of martyrdom. (p.69)
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Her discourse gave evidence of an imagination hopelessly entangled with her reason; it was a
vague and incomprehensible rhapsody, which, however, seemed to spread its own atmosphere round
the hearer’s soul, and to move his feelings by some influence unconnected with the words. As she

proceeded, beautiful but shadowy images would sometimes be seen, like bright things moving in a



turbid river ; or a strong and singularly-shaped idea leaped forth, and seized at once on the under-

standing or the heart. (pp.79-80)
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His mind was wanting in the stamina for self-support; it was a plant that wonld twine beautifully
round something stronger than itself, but if repulsed, or torn away, it had no choice but to wither

on the ground. (p. 87)
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These insults irritated Pearson’s temper for the moment; they entered also into his heart, and
became imperceptible but powerful workers towards an end which his most secret thought had not

yet whispered. (p. 76)
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Pearson found it difficult to sustain their united and disapproving gaze, but Dorothy, whose mind

was differently circumstanced,... faltered not in her approach. (p.77)
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Tobias Pearson was agitated and uneasy, but a certain feeling like the consciousness of guilt oppres-
sed him, so that he could not go forth and offer himself as the protector of the child. Dorothy,
however, had watched her husband’s eye. Her mind was free from the influence that had begun to

work on his... (p.83)
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She turned her face upon the male auditors, and after a momentary delay, Tobias Pearson came
forth from among them. The Quaker saw the dress which marked his military rank, and shook her
head ; but then she noted the hesitating air, the eyes that struggled with her own, and were vanqui-
shed ; the color that went and came, and could find no resting-place. As she gazed, an unmirthful

smile spread over her features, like sunshine that grows melancholy in some desolate spot. (pp.84-85)
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The first effect of his kindness to Ilbrahim was to produce a softened feeling, and incipient love for
the child’s whole sect; but joined to this, and resuting perhaps from self-suspicion, was a proud and
ostentatious contempt of all their tenets and practical extravagances. In the course of much thought,
however, for the subject struggled irresistibly into his mind, the foolishness of the doctrine began to
be less evident, and the points which had particularly offended his reason assumed another aspect, or
vanished entirely away. The work within him appeared to go on even while he slept, and that which
had been a doubt, when he laid down to rest, would often hold the place of a truth, confirmed by
some forgotten demonstration, when he recalled his thoughts in the morning. But while he was thus
becoming assimilated to the enthusiasts, his contempt, in nowise decreasing towards them, grew very

fierce against himself... (p.91)
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The Quaker at length closed (the Holy Book), ... while he looked steadfastly at Pearson. The

attitude and features of the latter might have indicated the endurance of bodily pain; he leaned his

forehead on his hands, his teeth were firmly closed, and his frame was tremulous at intervals with a
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nervous agitation.

“Friend Tobias,” inquired the old man, compassionately, “hast thou found no comfort in these many
blessed pages of Scripture?”

“Thy voice has fallen on my ear like a sound afar off and indistinct,” replied Pearson without
lifting his eyes. “Yea, and when I have hearkened carefully the words seemed cold and lifeless, and
intended for another and a lesser grief than mine. Remove the book,” he added, in a tone of sullen

bitterness. “I have no part in its consolations, and they do but fret my sorrow the more.” (pp. 93-94)
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... He was a soldier, legislator, judge ; he was a ruler in the Church ; he had all the Puritanic traits

both good and evil. He was likewise a bitter persecutor, as witness the Quakers, who have remembered

®
him in their histories, and relate an incident of his hard severity towards a woman of their sect...
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® Randall Stewart, Nathaniel Hawthorne : A Biography (Yale, 1948), p. 31
@ Ibid., p. 30.
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® The Scarlet Letter (Ohio State Univ., 1962), p. 9.
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