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Edg. Come on, sir; here’s the place : stand still. How fearful
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And dizzy ’tis to cast one’s eyes so low !
The crows and choughs that wing the midway air
Show scarce so gross as beetles ; half way down
Hangs one that gathers sampire, dreadful trade !
Methinks he seems no bigger than his head.
The fishermen that walk upon the beach
Appear like mice, and yond tall anchoring bark
Diminish’d to her cock, her cock a buoy
Almost too small for sight. The murmuring surge,
That on th’ unnumber’d idle pebble chafes,
Cannot be heard so high. I’ll lock no more,
Lest my brain turn, and the deficient sight

Topple down headlong.
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Glou. There is a cliff, whose high and bending head
Looks fearfully in the confined deep ;
Bring me but to the very brim of it,
And I'll repair the misery thou dost bear
With something rich about me ; from that place

I shall no leading need.
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Half way down
Hangs one that gathers sampire, dreadful trade !

Methinks he seems no bigger than his head.
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Glou. He has some reason, else he could not beg.
I’ th’ last night’s storm I such a fellow saw,
Which made me think a man a worm. My son
Came then into my mind ; and yet my mind
Was then scarce friends with him. I have heard more since:
As flies to wanton boys, are we to th’ Gods ;

They kill us for their sport.

Edg. (Aside,} How should this be?
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Bad is the trade that must play the fool to sorrow,

Ang’ring itself and others. (Aloud.) Bless thee, master !
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Glou. O you mighty Gods!
The world I do renounce, and in your sights
Shake paitiently my great affliction off ;
If I could bear it longer, and not fall

To quarrel with your great opposeless wills,



My snuff and loathed part of nature should
Burn itself out. If Edgar live, O, bless him !
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Glou. You ever-gentle Gods, take my breath from me:
Let not my worser spirit tempt me again

To die before you please !
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Edg. O indistinguish’d space of woman’s will !
A plot upon her virtuous husband life,

And the exchange my brother !
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Edg. Here, in the sands,
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Thee I'll rake up, the post unsanctified
Of murtherous lechers ; and in the mature time
With this ungracious paper strike the sight
Of the death-practis’d Duke.
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Glou. No further, sir; a man may rot even here.
Edg. What! in ill thoughts again? Men must endure
Their going hence, even as their coming hither :

Ripeness is all. Come on.
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