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He aroused himself, and endeavored to fix his attention steadily upon the large edifice which he had surveyed
before, But still his mind kept vibrating between fancy and reality; ... For a single moment, when he deemed
himself awake, he could have sworn that a visage—one which he seemed to remember, yet could not absolutely

name as his kinsman’s—was looking towards him from the Gothic window. A deeper sleep wrestled with and
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nearly overcame him, but fled at the sound of footsteps along the opposite pavement. Robin rubbed his eyes,
discerned a man passing at the foot of the balcony, and addressed him in a loud, peevish, and lamentable cry.
“ Hallo, friend ! must I wait here all night for my kinsman, Major Molineux ?”
The sleeping echoes awoke, and answered the voice; and the passenger, barely able to discern a figure sitting
in the oblique shade of the steeple, traversed the street Zo obrain a nearer view. He was himself a gentleman in

his prime, of open, intelligent, cheerful, and altogether prepossessing countenance. Perceiving a country youth,

apparently homeless and without friends, he accosted him in a tone of real kindness, which had become strange

to Robin’s ears. (I|<—IRIK" ~ == > & 2510
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“ Pretty mistress,” for I may call her so with a good conscience, thought the shrewd youth, since I know
nothing to the contrary,— “my sweet pretty mistress, will you be kind enough to tell me whereabouts I must
seek the dwelling of my kinsman, Major Molineux ?”

Robin’s voice was plaintive and winning, and the female, seeing nothing to be shunned in the handsome country
youth, thrust open the door, and came forth into the moonlight. She was a dainty little figure, with a white neck,
round arms, and a slender waist, at the extremity of which her scarlet petticoat jutted out over a hoop, as if she
were standing in a balloon. Moreover, her face was oval and pretty, her hair dark beneath the little cap, and
her bright eyes possessed a sly freedom, which triumphed over those of Robin.

“Major Molineux dwells here,” said this fair woman.

Now, her voice was the sweetest Robin had heard that night, yet he could not help doubting whether that

sweet voice spoke Gospel truth, He looked up and down the mean street, and then surveyed the house before

BEOK ¢ OB I



BEOK ¢ Bl HE
which they stood. It was a small, dark edifice of two stories, the second of which projected over the lower floor,
and the front apartment had the aspect of a shop for petty commodities.

“Now, truly, I am in luck,” replied Robin, cunningly, “ and so indeed is my kinsman, the Major, in having so
pretty a housekeeper. But I prithee trouble him to step to the door; I will deliver him a message from his
friends in the country, and then go back to my lodgings at the inn.”

“Nay, the Major has been abed this hour or more,” said the lady of the scarlet petticoat; “and it will be to
little purpose to disturb him tonight, seeing his evening draught was of the strongest. But he is a kind-hearted
man, and it would be as much as my life’s worth to let a kinsman of his turn away from the door; you are the
good old gentleman’s very picture, and I could swear that was his rainy.weather hat. Also he has garments very
much resembling those leather small-clothes. But come in, I pray, for I bid you hearty welcome in his name.”

So saying, the fair and hospitable dame took our hero by the hand; and the touch was light, and the force
was gentleness, and though Robin read in her eyes what he did not hear in her words, yet the slender-waisted
woman in the scarlet petticoat proved stronger than the athletic country youth. ... (Italics mine)

® 'Daniel G. Hoffman ) QUENHOVEIEY T 1y NNV QB ANV 500° (Form and Fable in American
Fiction, Oxford Univ. Press, 1961, p. 119.)
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® R. H. Fogle, Hawthorne’s Fiction: The Light and the Dark, revised ed., 1964, pp. 111-13.
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