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Young Goodman Brown came forth, at sunset, into the street of Salem village,..
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There was one voice, of a young woman, uttering lamentations, yet with an uncertain sorrow, and
entreating for some favov, which, perhaps, it would grieve hey to obtain. And all the unseen multitude,

both saints and sinners, seemed to encourage her onward. (p. 82) (&= > a JSH}HT)
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There was a scream, drowned immediately in a louder murmur of voices, fading into far-off laughter,

as the dark cloud swept away, leaving the clear and silent sky above Goodman Brown. (p. 83)
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But something fluttered lightly down through the air, and caught on the branch of a tree. The

young man seized it, and beheld a pink ribbon. (ibid.)
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They did so; and, by the blaze of the hell-kindled torches, the wretched man beheld his Faith, and
the wife her husband, trembling before that unhallowed alter. (p. 87) (N &= ® A i)
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The husband cast one look at his pale wife, and Faith at him. (p. 88)
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Turning the corner by the meeting-house, he spied the head of Faith, with the pink ribbons, gazing
anxiously forth, and bursting into such joy at sight of him, that she skipt along the street, and
almost kissed her husband before the whole village. But, Goodman Brown looked sternly and sadly

into her face, and passed on without a greeting. (p. 89)
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® Young Goodman Brown came forth, at sunset, into the street of Salem village, but put his head back, after
crossing the threshold, to exchange a parting kiss with his young wife. And Faith, as the wife was aptly
named, thrust her own pretty head into the street, letting the wind play with the pink ribbons of her cap,
while she called to Goodman Brown.

* Dearest heart,” whispered she, softly and vather sadly, when her lips were close to his ear, ‘pr’ y thee, put
off your journey until sunrise, and sleep in your own bed to-night. 4 lone woman is troubled with such drveams
and such thoughts, that she’s afeavd of herself, sometimes. Pray, tarry with me this night, dear husband, of all
nights in the year!’

‘My love and my Faith,’ replied young Goodman Brown, ‘of all nights in the year, this one night must I
tarry away from thee. My journey, as thou callest it, forth and back again, must needs be done ‘twixt now
and sunrise. What, my sweet, pretty wife, dost thou doubt me already, and we but three months married!’

‘Then, God bless you!’ said Faith, with the pink ribbons, ‘and may you find all well, when you come back.

‘Amen!’ cried Goodman Brown. ‘ Say thy prayers, deav Faith, and go to bed at dusk, and no harm will come

to thee.



So they parted; and the young man pursued his way, until, being about to turn the corner by the meeting-
house, he looked back, and saw the head of Taith still peeping after him, with a melancholy air, in spite of
her pink ribbons. (pp. 74-5, Italics mine.)
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With this excellent resolve for the future, Goodman Brown felt himself justified in making more haste on
his present evil purpose. He had taken a dreary road, darkned by all the gloomiest trees of the forest, which
barely stood aside to let the narrow path creep through, and closed immediately behind. It was all as lonely
as could be; and there is this peculiarity in such a solitude, that the traveller knows not who may be con-
cealed by the innumerable trunks and the thick boughs overhead; so that, with lonely footsteps, he may yet
be passing through an unseen multitude.

‘ There may be a devilish Indian behind every tree,” said Goodman Brown, to himself; and he glanced fear-
fully behind him, as he added, * What if the devil himself should be at my very elbow!’

His head being turned back, he passed a crook of the road, and looking forward again, beheld the figure
of a man, in grave and decent attire, seated at the foot of an old tree. He rose, at Goodman Brown's ap-
proach, and walked onward, side by side with him.

‘You are late, Goodman Brown,’ said he. ‘The clock of the Old South was striking as I came through

Boston ; and that is full fifteen minutes agone.’
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¢ Faith kept me back awhile,’ replied the young man, with a tremor in his voice, caused by the sudden
appearance of his companion,”though not wholly unexpected. (pp. 75-6)
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® F.O. Mathiessen, American Renaissance (Oxford, 1941), p. 284.
® David Levin 7% s EBHI S ¥ QA VM w e = % \ »EE S BRI w 2 EEN VRB 0 & (“ Shadows of Doubt:
Specter Evidence in Hawthorne’s ¢ Young Goodman Brown’”, American Literature, 34, 1962) 128 R~Xa~—
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(Goodman Brown’s) own distrust and suspicion have assured him that she is sinful, even though, as Hawthorne is
careful to note, she is wearing the pink ribbons which Goodman Brown thought he had grasped from the air. Nor is
there any change in anyone else. The minister seeks to bless Goodman Brown....
(Paul J. Hurley, * Young Goodman Brown’s ‘ Heart of Darkness’”, American Literature, 37, 1966)
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-+when Faith’s pink #ibbons flutter down from the sky, Goodman Brown cries out, “ My Faith is gone.”

(Terence Martin, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Twayne’s U.S. Authors Series, 1965, p. 92. Italics mine.)
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