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Sing the lords and ladies gay

That were beaten into the clay
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WHY SHOULD NOT OLD MEN BE MAD?



Why should not old men be mad?

Some have known a likely lad

That had a sound fly-fisher's wrist

Turn to a drunken journalist;

A girl that knew all Dante once

Live to bear children to a dunce;

A Helen of social welfare dream,

Climb on a wagonette to scream.

Some think it a matter of course that chance
Should starve good men and bad advance,
That if their neighbours figured plain,

As though upon a lighted screen,

No single story would they find

Of an unbroken happy mind,

A finish worthy of the start.

Young men know nothing of this sort,
Observant old men know it well;

And when they know what old books tell,
And that no better can be had,
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Know why an old man should be mad.
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LAPIS LAZULI

(For Harry Clifton)
I have heard that hysterical women say
They are sick of the palette and fiddle-bow,
Of poets that are always gay,
For everybody knows or else should know
That if nothing drastic is done
Aeroplane and Zeppelin will come out,
Pitch like King Billy bomb-balls in
Until the town lie beaten flat.



All perform their tragic play,

There struts Hamlet, there is Lear,

That’s Ophelia, that Cordelia ;

Yet they, should the last scene be there,
The great stage curtain about to drop,

1f worthy their prominent part in the play,
Do not break up their lines to weep.

They know that Hamlet and Lear are gay;
Gaiety transfiguring all that dread.

All men have aimed at, found and lost;
Black out; Heaven blazing into the head:
Tragedy wrought to its uttermost.

Though Hamlet rambles and Lear rages,
And all the drop-scenes drop at once

Upon a hundred thousand stages,

It cannot grow by an inch or an ounce.

On their own feet they came, or on shipboard,
Camel-back, horse-back, ass-back, mule-back,
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Old civilisations put to the sword.
Then they and their wisdom went to rack:
No handiwork of Callimachus,
Who handled marble as if it were bronze,
Made draperies that seemed to rise
When sea-wind swept the corner, stands;
His long lamp-chimney shaped like the stem
Of a slender palm, stood but a day;
All things fall and are built again,
And those that build them again are gay.

Two Chinamen, behind them a third,
Are carved in lapis lazuli,

Over them flies a long-legged bird,
A symbol of longevity ;

The third, doubtless a serving-man,

Carries a musical instrument.

Every discoloration of the stone,

Every accidental crack or dent,



Seems a water-course or an avalanche,
Or lofty slope where it still snows
Though doubtless plum or cherry-branch
Sweetens the little half-way house
Those Chinamen climb towards, and I
Delight to imagine them seated there;
There, on the mountain and the sky,
On all the tragic scene they stare.

One asks for mournful melodies ;
Accomplished fingers begin to play.
Their eyes mid many wrinkles, their eyes,

Their ancient, glittering eyes, are gay.
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THE GYRES

The gyres! the gyres! 0Old Rocky Face, look forth;
Things thought too long can be no longer thought,
For beauty dies of beauty, worth of worth,

And ancient lineaments are blotted out.

Irrational streams of blood are staining earth;
Empedocles has thrown all things about;

Hector is dead and there’s a light in Troy;

We that look on but laugh in tragic joy.

What matter though numb nightmare ride on top,
And blood and mire the sensitive body stain?

What matter? Heave no sigh, let no tear drop,



A greater, a more gracious time has gone;
For painted forms or boxes of make-up

In ancient tombs I sighed, but not again;
What matter? Out of cavern comes a voice,

And all it knows is that one word ‘ Rejoice!’

Conduct and work grow coarse, and coarse the soul,
What matter? Those that Rocky Face holds dear,
Lovers of horses and of women, shall,

From marble of a broken sepulchre,

Or dark betwixt the polecat and the owl],

Or any rich, dark nothing disinter

The workman, noble and saint, and all things run

On that unfashionable gyre again.
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THE CIRCUS ANIMALS’ DESERTION
I

I sought a theme and sought for it in vain,



I sought it daily for six weeks or so.

Maybe at last, being but a broken man,

I must be satisfied with my heart, although
Winter and summer till old age began

My circus animals were all on show,

Those stilted boys, that burnished chariot,

Lion and woman and the Lord knows what.

11
What can 1 but enumerate old themes ?
First that sea-rider Oisin led by the nose
Through three enchanted islands, allegorical dreams,
Vain gaiety, vain battle, vain repose,
Themes of the embittered heart, or so it seems,
That might adorn old songs or courtly shows ;
But what cared I that set him on to ride,

I, starved for the bosom of his faery bride?

And then a counter-truth filled out its play,
The Countess Cathleen was the name I gave it ;
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She, pity-crazed, had given her soul away,
But masterful Heaven had intervened to save it.
I thought my dear must her own soul destroy,
So did fanaticism and hate enslave it,
And this brought forth a dream and soon enough

This dream itself had all my thought and love.

And when the Fool and Blind Man stole the bread
Cuchulain fought the ungovernable sea ;
Heart-mysteries there, and yet when all is said

It was the dream itself enchanted me:

Character isolated by a deed

To engross the present and dominate memory.
Players and painted stage took all my love,

And not those things that they were emblems of.
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O hour of triumph come and make me gay.
If burnished chariots are put to flight

Why brood upon old triumph ; prepare to die
Even at the approach of un-imagined night
Man has the refuge of his gaiety,

A dab of black enhances every white,
Tension is but the vigour of the mind,

Cannon the god and father of mankind.
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111
Those masterful images because complete
Grew in pure mind, but out of what began?
A mound of refuse or the sweepings of a street,
0ld kettles, old bottles, and a broken can,
Old iron, old bones, old rags, that raving slut
Who keeps the till. Now that my ladder’s gone,
I must lie down where all the ladders start,

In the foul rag-and-bone shop of the heart.
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Grant me an old man’s frenzy,
Myself must I remake

Till T am Timon and Lear

Or that William Blake

Who beat upon the wall

Till Truth obeyed his call;

A mind Michael Angelo knew
That can pierce the clouds,

Or inspired by frenzy

Shake the dead in their shrouds:

Forgotten else by mankind,
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An old man’'s eagle mind.
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When a man grows old his joy
Grows more deep day after day,

His empty heart is full at length,
But he has need of all that strength
Because of the increasing Night

=]
That opens her mystery and fright.

<%WL e
MO R mELD MR S 48507
FEOLIRVSVELuS0oR®
NRMEHORWEM I K0T
KERVEEMSIV&DW
ROKMoVRORKIE QLR
ALeden ay—" RO R 1 00— QHEIRA Lo HER KB L E L U LERKR0 QN K

#AT NTANDNEHEKQRNT M 2D —RELOWVLIONL LR WORUTH YRS R I R — Bl h D
PRLSDSBLOLLER DROVS BV URECEREV LS



(#)

@ HYOH FREHE” | ROBIWI (Samhain; 1904)" § ™ Y- T8I (Explorations) (yawnmN)” | LR—VOI°® £806Q
EERESRIES K {—VEUEIOSVHESY L 0% #0d 0% [ 5 ANANVMME SN ANN=] (‘J.M. Synge and Ireland
at his Time") (| R1O)" Py > Y VibX] (Essays and Introductions) (F N NG)” NIHIEE 8580 SN LTS Mm%

AN HLH O DR OV LR wRSELC

® I&i¢ On the Boiler(n NN QRRE (=5 P AXNANITH | RY DU 2° BRELWEHQ K] L2HROKW 500
@ |- 4NB R ~N FRKSAERY (The Vast Design) (=~ n N =KPHKR) " | PO FAMNI<°

@ IHEeN—eYty” Rime°

® NeROA Y - Dt [Hes] MHiE Ve ‘know’ i9w°

® [HoLnguRi~0oigihd | (‘ A General Introduction for my Work’) (] RIIK)" Py D - vpbdaky 9111 1Im°

© #O" TRAEHR" | ROBES W

® | H°

® nOBLE | RINKEVL&ORES | Mt vi#{tng e oR MrE] RROS 02OV »05° HOREELL LY

WO S RNNENR —= Peden g [EROHE#H] BRI (1 RICH) ZE0® D NHN—K-»NNE Nk — = QKoL S 500
© [#ox] 0NN SeE] (" Three Songs to the One Burden’)®
@ T{NNYEORVER] (N Pl (The Lonely Tower)” NINKIKS 8407 =« K=~ 2D ~K¥ [vH v [EREKOTHEH] ©
DD N AU QY (Vision and Revision in Yeats’s Last Poems) (kA XN +* —=RKHbHEMR)” | 41 IK°

P~ -4 J" 11BI—1]Him®

QNN N R e FHEQ M4 Q< BN (Yeats at Work) (=~ -Kih3EIR)~ | {{IK®

PN —e-4t g7 IHime

WO N BIONMNEN K~ MHESHEROTHYA] ¥4 WRO VR IUe®

[NN=—~Q 4] (‘Tom O’Roughley’)°

ML~ INEXL D Y vib Xk IOL M & | °

FS#H) (‘ The Apparitions *)°

D06

T HANQ MR 4% QR 1o¥



