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With innocence, Miranda charms;
With virgin honour, Isabel;
The filial heart Cordelia warms,

And Portia’s praise let wisdom tell.

Bright shines the hymenzal flame
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When Imogen’s distress is past,
And vindicated Hero’s fame,

And Helen’s patience crown’d at last.

............

But where, O Muse, can strains be found
T’ express each virtue, charm, and grace
With which benignant Shakespeare crown’d

The female mind, the female face?

Let me restrain my grateful tongue,
And the exhaustless subject quit;
Let Celia’s truth remain unsung,

And Rosalinda’s sprightly wit.
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