H ¢ X N @ Mm %m:mb

.

. - B A

_

H Y KN POKdE) (Nature 1836) 1.2 5V MEKEREN | #{F0 U PRV OBRVR/L VER D @
IREHNEER D2 #4" BERES MK VE S PIRE NS O PRV S ) U NER D8R0 MRV
60 35 D 040" B O Y S I VRNEBR O e U0 w0 BHERAKEREVSONQN EEVD
PN V-0x Mg QR UBERKEP 0 VEE DL [MIKE] ORKHUE QEF UMA-0Q VRS K
fmﬁh&miﬁﬂﬁb&&twﬁ;ﬁt@<w¢&#5ﬂﬁ?5a‘;7zy@E%u‘%%tm‘:htu
Xzono P XN BELO0HRONL2Q R VIe-0.200° MIEHE] Y HENEE DM o #EH
RULSP0RT ROSBE <EVIKCOECORESVAEHEORIY S o P K N BRoEIEOL RV
MEEN 5 £ NSO R L ANR NN TIERE] NSOV W QIXFIVE © 42 uiiradse®

BERP (VPO QNEIEINN S O ) U OKIRUIOAC0.L200° fJuadss” miE N Rmau.R0
L) QR L 0MEK MR NBPe N B | 2D BB VR A0 S S ERR
SRR WY 5LV 500 w [MOER] 0L KEMKE CHKVIEERR CEHIKON R 1

HrXNQ MmKED <

e



Hr KNG MmEHED <K
— NEE WY 50 1) QIR0 AR HEY 200 O (U 5 a0 S ) UM PA0° B QHEE A O mEKE
Q444 M E MBI A0 5o ) U RIS .5 O 4° [m4E] %1 — 2= 2o (S. T. Coleridge) QBT Q

()
RFEE- LR QR VRS O PHLA R NENCREE2Q0° LORN NP HEONRT B 00K
b

rg/

EENYE O NRRERIRRE LA O UREMY L 5 0B VER QREBR-01 ¥ X NI NE W
neRe 0 QRO K0 v OB ORFN DY MIKE] DMl 5 2uhne ¢ AUt a@0n® | ¥ KN

OE N B S PR ARBVELEE PP BEEKOEVIRQHNVINOPR L UREA KNG
HEFQ MR NERY 1 — o a N O HARKRIKR OSSNV D © L Qsere° Emerson’s Nature, appearing in
1836, was The NewTestament. tk,vii&ﬁa,mmi D5 OBIRA SRR KOV &H8-0Q Wit s 5

H Y XN HHIH MR RVEIE 0 ERT BN IEERR&VRETCERNAVRE O N O Y B
%ﬁﬂ%abf‘%ﬁ@%ﬁ%@%ﬂ%%%t‘@%%EMT%%@&LTQ%%%ELtQ?Eb%\&m#
A K £ QD VI M © L0 000

1 XKNABVEOEHME<LOHICQHVED»Q W80 | P X NE Luxs IARWOEREIVSn
I UE (EOmol) V< UNEEEA S N8 S Y MK SR EER D)7 miediR
SENQRE S VERVERSSEEVEEOLOVSNONRY | BORES<HD Y QBI04 I0E L IRIK
b MR QI Y Mo QUARN° DA 1) QM UERHTA R 5 s 1 .20 R R 0 {8
BARA Y KN QEIEWEP Lok RN 20 P8 5V REE<HEV S ER L vQ N QR v 5 5°
4" TOKE] WHELMLVEERRINY P X N BEBOULQU—KO Y P KON 2B IR D
NOVHBAO<D VN Y TIKE) HLU2F0F VROVEF ON<DVURNLERUMBo LN BY

Y



BRELOMMRE o ¥ KN EREHE VKB CEFEEVE S VL P UBRR YRS OEIRED VKRR
SRR PR AUNIACR ST QN x = REHN Sl QEL e ¥ KN M<K Qo
Re” Nx=aREH- Y K+ (N (Thomas Paine) 1) O DVIRREHEERKVQ°

FMmitdel SmiEs TN <x=R O] The American Scholar Qffilav - QI EH R E LRV
S50 VAR NEESSIBKY» 0 1Y 50° dld Y Qo) K080 R 80 BT 88
BHEEVHORQSLREML0L 5 HO0VR0° D50 HOEMESEMZEY P XN Q| EEYE BoH
YRR R S 4 = X - RYUEFR Qi v S E U V8 O Y 510° 1) Q1) BRI Kav S KB N 1h e R
VRUDZLELOE BREUE SR80 #) ROELORWUOTH UMV 4-0%" 4 F X Ny
AR R0 5 1400

FMOKR] BEL SRV QEER Ot O 550° REREVS S L4m” | Mo i QEK G Ry
20PN BIRQRICR KE Y VRBEIRe U QR #4 MBI OEESEMLR-0{ UM
HORY EEORRKS | BIRE ML O Luinlyenths 50 MIKE] NEOVYORESER v v
v OIEK 0 d = K ~ R QMBS FREREHON x = REWUN 500 QL 42 5 BB S I N0 QW
AR10° MIKHE] O/ P-" MENE C UIRR (BHEHY) SREZEHE 44+ 5] EEIR C LRKRAEE
K zfe) CRE XRS5 oy’ | Riwey REERNMAO0SR" § M KN QM Q8 1 B
A VIRIKER e O FMIE] BEREEVEL5° BIEPReT VONR/N x| BoREE
MA@ M © RS W VB ERK VR O 7 HE 0 1) VR WauS 5 ) VR HITEE D 50 S EBE
2 KPHEVE 240 OV N x = REDAQL e ¥ KN Qg EI<EUNED 0o iR

g KNG TmgEEs <y

P



0y XN MmEGE) <<

o0 Qa0 R0 ERA Y WANE D NEEN <ENEFINEL S LNQNVE<LQHEE L E- 00 NI
A8 O LR QIRECTE 1 4800 AT r0°

mEQH YN N (BE) NIR-00r JEOES SR (R ESm — o > UKD {-0EAK 1) OW
ARRI0 © 4 WS 5400580 WR<THE W URK Ve 1)U A Q40" LIS SFHINY A D )X
FENREMY I UNE S LETE WY 50e° 2" P N (Horace Mann) QKIR Q453 W40 QI QERQ E N
Hr KON IR QMTEIE Y VB © 42004 v 2 = N (John Milton) QKKK if —= N 2 VIRAUNE | B
:ttam:@ﬂﬁ@%%%ofwmw;7zy@%ﬁnmﬁﬁ@iﬁt@%¢¥1%bwnmmtmi:&ﬁ
BUNLR O N OV EHRVERE O Vi QHE VK B E NN R SIERENIE o0 O 480
Q10 [T P2 VPO N I L0 U S8 ) VNI DR C 40 00 800 N 4 480%" JEERH
BLRD RSV Bmig QHR-RE PV E LV 8" KEHBELE Yo L0 d X N2m~—
38 ACEEOVEY |~ EREYOHIRE R~ 2 Of SRSV Ik QBT PR ATEY
B emiEy < O WEINEDH C QRN H P KM P R—INvR UL HIVER
%%o:af&bxﬁamﬁ@&m:af%atoLbL,vayubwﬂfm%@ﬁéé%brmmmﬁ
MmN 2 MR DL N0~ SRR D% S HHIR R 5 e°

HY KN4 =X - NERSNOK HOILAME QIS = X - WY U HHOE Q4 NI )N Q¥
MR DR | BO<DVUHIRS SIEBHIQ 6 WEE /)30 ) V-0 B IK 1V48100° EKOFENEDQV
D V<IN 54200204 ¢ 1 Q0 QRIRE D w0 © UeBR D SN AR0ER U 5 AV -0 <
NEECORMU OOV E LS RV S EKEBOMEGELOR BRYUSEENULREONLY 50040 LENER



LLBH Y KN QI BEH SEOEVORBE NS 5 E&0IR85R BREVER D SXEBN-»008 £ 3T
CEEEMMUZH ¥ K N QILBBECHT OO UE NI Pa0n ) U B BRI O NERIVES 5 D4
D RARIRE L <EE D QHENTH 0N OHENBE YV INOVARY EXE<EQCHMLNEKREN
RO C P AR RO SEAV<E QHKNEE O VO OVR TR N r KN e<E
BREVY Y — o I K B VAFERHBOK WV © WIKE | &80V 5003/ RRLR0° RBIEE
B N ELEE 1 O VAT S MK HIR U LR B SIRE VK2 VDL Q% DRD 1 F XN QER
BEEV SBmig-IdO W 50 ) VRRT HNER V-2 5 ORI QER Y HIRE Y M KON RS Qi
ONAN HOREREHUED FRVEREEN (Y HOBIESERR D BULWBELERIKY Snn
A EHE 1288840 O 5 42 i

P KON Rl O B SIS QEBE VAR O 1 U N =KD K (William Wordsworth) 53 @
SR 1) B 4 rQ MEEIK ) R O I IR Vv 8 49 5° MK O LKA RRENMe Q17 P K N Qi
GURERERIUR/MLRBL0L 500V O 42° H ¥ XK N QMR @B VR e°

HY KON BHeEHRIE v O & SRR Y KBRS IR RN NEL S {2° O NR N oM iR
TR TV C A S =S N v,olb%_ﬁtﬁmt____?zéﬂﬁ___wﬁmbtm%t:%ﬁ%mw HOEMRERY
YK EESQ0% BERHO 0 LRARRK QBRI NV S VY 5508013844044 5° SRIRy 208 O\ 54
AOUN B AAFAN G U CRIEA O o B Qo A DA 5 O QP aRres
MR OSBRI ) SR JU A e°

ﬁﬂM#vna%nﬁmﬁé@nEhégtmmu%wtivxym‘qE%%&f@\mubuiﬁkﬁﬁ

HY KNS gD 28

<



Y KONQ PmgEdEa RO

HO VB UERENHNES ZEL 0 0 J-pIRE A0 U 0 L0 E N D Q 40°
Why should not we also enjoy an original relation to the universe?
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Our age is retrospective. It builds the sepulchres of the fathers. It writes biographies, histories,
and criticism. The foregoing generations beheld God and nature face to face; we, through their
eyes.... Why should not we have a poetry and philosophy of insight and not of tradition, and a

religion by revelation to us, and not the history of theirs?

Hov KON 28 ml o2 ok B B BE 4 0 4 ) U @ UK HH VEIRK AR 10 00 0 QIR VWA (T w0 © -0 E R RSB R”

» O P HRERE S0 QW8 L R VET S L0

We are now so far from the road to truth, that religious teachers dispute and hate each other,
and speculative men are esteemed unsound and frivolous. But to a sound judgment, the most ab-

stract truth is the most practical.

DR H Y KONREENVHE e MBI O<] ¢ OREBUN SR OEIR0 BBECHEURYC
N O3 Qo UKD 4° BOmK R RWVHEN QO L VEE N <E U S emid 5o | iHi
W0 & W 5e°

Philosophically considered, the universe is composed of Nature and the Soul. Strictly speaking,
therefore, all that is separate from us, all which Philosophy distinguishes as the NOT ME, that is,
both nature and art, all other men and my own body, must be ranked under this name, NATURE.
In enumerating the values of nature and casting up their sum, I shall use the word in both senses;
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—in its common and in its philosophical import. In inquiries so general as our present one, the
inaccuracy is not material; no confusion of thought will occur, Nature, in the common sense, refers
to essences unchanged by man; space, the air, the river, the leaf. Ar¢ is applied to the mixture of
his will with the same things, as in a house, a canal, a statue, a picture. But his operations taken
together are so insignificant, a little chipping, baking, patching, and washing, that in an impression

so grand as that of the world on the human mind, they do not vary the result.
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Our age is retrospective... In inquiries so general as our present one, the inaccuracy is not

material ; no confusion of thought will occur.
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The stars awaken a certain reverence, because though always present, they are always inacces-
sible; but all natural objects make a kindred impression, when the mind is open to their influence.
... When we speak of nature in this manner, we have a distinct but most poetical sense in the
mind. We mean the integrity of impression made by manifold natural objects. It is this which

distinguishes the stick of timber of the wood-cutter, from the tree of the poet.
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In the woods, is perpetual youth. Within these plantations of God, a decorum and sanctity reign,
a perennial festival is dressed, and the guest sees not how he should tire of them in a thousand
years. In the woods, we return to reason and faith. There I feel that nothing can befal me in life,
—no disgrace, no omﬂmamn%. (leaving me my eyes), which nature cannot repair. Standing on the bare
ground,—my head bathed by the blithe air, and uplifted into infinite space,—all mean egotism van-
ishes. I become a transparent eye-ball. I am nothing. I see all. The currents of the Universal Being

circulate through me; I am part or particle of God.
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The greatest delight which the fields and woods minister, is the suggestion of an occult relation
between man and the <wmmnmzm.. I am not alone and unacknowledged. They nod to me and I to them.
The waving of the boughs in the storm, is new to me and old. It takes me by surprise, and yet
is not unknown. Its effect vwm like that of a higher thought or a better emotion coming over me,
when I deemed I was thinking justly or doing right.

Yet it is certain that the power to produce this delight, does not reside in nature, but in man,



or in a harmony of both. It is necessary to use these pleasures with great temperance. For,
nature is not always tricked in holiday attire, but the same scene which yesterday breathed perfume
and glittered as for the frolic of the nymphs, is overspread with melancholy today. Nature always
wears the colors of the spirit. To a man laboring under calamity, the heat of his own fire hath
sadness in it Then, there is a kind of contempt of the landscape felt by him who has just lost by

death a dear friend. The sky is less grand as it shuts down over less worth in the population.
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Standing on the bare ground,... all mean egotism vanishes. I become a transparent eye-ball. I
am nothing. 1 see all. The currents of the Universal Being circulate through me; I am part or

particle of God....Nature always wears the colors of the spirit.
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Under the general name of Commodity, I rank all those advantages which our senses owe to na-
ture. This, of course, is a benefit which is temporary and mediate, not ultimate, like its service to
the soul. Yet although low, it is perfect in its kind, and is the only use of nature which all men

apprehend.
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Nature, in its ministry to man, is not only the material, but is also the process and the result.



All the parts incessantly work into each other’s hands for the profit of man. The wind sows the
seed ; the sun evaporates the sea; the wind blows the vapor to the field; the ice, on thé other side
of the planet, condenses rain on this; the rain feeds the plant; the plant feeds the animal; and
thus the endless circulations of the divine charity nourish man.
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But there is no need of specifying particulars in this class of use. The catalogue is endless, and
the examples so obvious, that I shall leave them to the reader’s reflection, with the general remark,

that this mercenary benefit is ‘one which has respect to a farther good.
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The influence of the forms and actions in nature, is so needful to man, that, in its lowest func-
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tions, it seems to lie on the confines of commodity and beauty....But this beauty of Nature which
is seen and felt as beauty, is the least part. The shows of day, the dewy morning, the rainbow,
mountains, orchards in blossom, stars, moonlight, shadows in still water, and the like, mm.noo eagerly
hunted, become shows merely, and mock us with their unreality. Go out of the house to see the

moon, and ’t is mere tinsel; it will not please as when its light shines upon your necessary journey.
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The presence of a higher, namely, of the spiritual element is essential to its perfection. The high
and divine beauty which can be loved without effeminacy, is that which is found in combination
with the human will, and never separate. Beauty is the mark God sets upon virtue. Every natural
action is graceful. m«ma% heroic act is also decent, and causes the place and the bystanders to shine.
We are taught by great actions that the universe is the property of every individual in it. Every
rational creature has all nature for his dowry and estate. It is his, if he will. He may divest
himself of it; he may creep into a corner, and abdicate his kingdom, as most men do, but he is
entitled to the world by his constitution. In proportion to the energy of his thought and will, he

takes up the world into himself.
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Nothing divine dies. All good is eternally reproductive. The beauty of nature reforms itself in

the mind, and not for barren contemplation, but for new creation.
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But beauty in nature is not ultimate. It is the herald of inward and eternal beauty, and is not
alone a solid and satisfactory good. It must therefore stand as a part and not as yet the last or

highest expression of the final cause of Nature.
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The production of a work of art throws a light upon the mystery of humanity. A work of art
is an abstract or epitome of the world. It is the result or expression of nature, in miniature. For
although the works of nature are innumerable and all different, the result or the expression of

them all is simiilar and single. Nature is a sea of forms radically alike and even unique,
KT IR OBl O O Xl (v 48 0°
But beauty in nature is not ultimote.
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1. Words are signs of natural facts.
2. Particular natural facts are symbols of particular spiritual facts,

3. Nature is the symbol of spirit,
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Every natural fact is a symbol of some spiritual fact. Every appearance in nature corresponds
to some state of the mind, and that state of the mind can only be described by presenting that

natural appearance as its picture.
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The world is emblematic. Parts of speech are metaphors because the whole of nature is a meta-
phor of the human mind. The laws of moral nature answer to those of matter as face to face in a

glass.
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This relation between the mind and matter is not fancied by some poet, but stands in the will of
God, and so is free to be known by all men. It appears to men, or it does not appear. When in
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fortunate hours we ponder this miracle, the wise man doubts, if, at all other times, he is not blind
and deaf; ——“Can these things be,

And overcome us like a summer’s cloud,

Without our special wonder?”
for the universe becomes transparent, and the light of higher laws than its own, shines through it.
It is the standing problem which has exercised the wonder and the study of every fine genius since
the world began; from the era of the Egyptians and the Brahmins, to that of Pythagoras, of Plato,
of Bacon, of Leibnitz, of Swedenborg. There sits the Sphinx at the road-side, and from age to age,
as each prophet comes by, he tries his fortune at reading her riddle. There seems to be a neces-

sity in spirit to manifest itself in material forms.
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Every word which is used to express a moral or intellectual fact, if traced to its root, is found

to be borrowed from some material appearance, ... Every object rightly seen unlocks a new faculty



of the soul.
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The understanding adds, divides, combines, measures, and finds everlasting nutriment and room
for its activity in this worthy scene. ~Meantime, Reason transfers all these lessons into its own
world of thought, by perceiving the analogy that marries Matter and Mind.... Our dealing with
sensible objects is a constant exercise in the necessary lessons of difference, of likeness, of order,
of being and seeming, of progressive arrangement; of ascent from particular to general; of combi-

nation to one end of manifold forces.
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The exercise of the Will or the lesson of power is taught in every event.. . Nature is thorough-
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ly mediate. It is made to serve. It receives the dominion of man as meekly as the ass on which
the Saviour rode. It offers all its kingdoms to man as the raw material which he may mould into
what is useful. Man is never weary of working it up. ...More and more, with every thought, does
his kingdom stretch over things, until the world becomes, at last, only a realized will,—the double

of the man,
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Sensible objects conform to the premonitions of Reason and reflect the conscience. All things are
moral ; and in their boundless changes have an unceasing reference to spiritual nature. Therefore
is nature glorious with form, color, and motion, that every globe in the remotest heaven; every
chemical change from the rudest crystal up to the laws of life; every change of vegetation from
the first principle of growth in the eye of a leaf, to the tropical forest and antediluvian coal-mine ;
every animal function from the sponge up to Hercules, shall hint or thunder to man the laws of
right and wrong, and echo the Ten Commandments. Therefore is nature always the ally of Religion:
lends all her pomp and riches to the religious sentiment. Prophet and priest, David, Isaiah, Jesus,

have drawn deeply from this source.
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It has already been illustrated, in treating of the significance of material things, that every nat-
ural process is but a version of a moral sentence. The moral law lies at the centre of nature and
radiates to the circumference. It is the pith and marrow of every substance, every relation, and

every process. All things with which we deal, preach to us.
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Each creature is only a modification of the other; the likeness in them is more than the differ-
ence, and their radical law is one and the same. Hence it is, that a rule of one art, or a law of
one organization, holds true throughout nature. So intimate is this Unity, that, it is easily seen,
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it lies under the undermost garment of nature, and betrays its source in universal Spirit. For, it
pervades Thought also. Every universal truth which we mx@,nmmw in words, implies or supposes
every other truth. Omne verum vero consonat. It is like a great circle on a sphere, comprising all
possible circles ; which, however, may be drawn, and comprise it, in like manner, Every such truth
is the absolute Ens seen from one side. But it has innumerable sides.

WO MmEENE © N TIEGR] B QHEN O i O °

The same central Unity is still more conspicuous in actions. Words are finite organs of the in-
finite mind. They cannot cover the dimensions of what is in truth. They break, chop, and im-
poverish it. An action is the perfection and publication of thought. A right action seems to fill
the eye, and to be related to all nature.

Words and actions are not the attributes of mute and brute nature. They introduce us to that
singular form which predominates over all other forms. This is the human. All other organizations
appear to be degradations of the human form. When this organization appears among so many that

surround it, the spirit prefers it to all others.
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The moral law lies at the centre of nature and radiates to the circumference. It is the pith and



marrow of every substance, every relation, and every process. All things with which we deal,

preach to us.
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THuUS is the unspeakable but intelligible and practicable meaning of the world conveyed to man,
the immortal pupil, in every object of sense. To this one end of Discipline, all parts of nature
conspire.

A noble doubt perpetually suggests itself, whether this end be not the Final Cause of the Uni-
verse ; and whether nature outwardly exists. It is a sufficient account of that Appearance we call
the World, that God will teach a human mind, and so makes it the receiver of a certain number of
congruent sensations, which we call sun and moon, man and woman, house and trade. In my utter
impotence to test the authenticity of the report of my senses, to know whether the impressions
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they make on me correspond with outlying objects, what difference does it make, whether Orion is

up there in heaven, or some god paints the image in the firmament of the soul?
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Whether nature enjoy a substantial existence without, or is only in the apocalypse of the mind,
it is alike useful and alike venerable to me. Be it what it may, it is ideal to me, so long as I can-
not try the accuracy of my senses.... God never jests with us, and will not compromise the end
of nature, by permitting any inconsequence in its procession. Any distrust of the permanence of
laws, would paralyze the faculties of man. Their permanence is sacredly respected, and his faith
therein is perfect. The wheels and springs of man are all set to the hypothesis of the permanence

of nature.
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To the senses and the unrenewed understanding, belongs a sort of instinctive belief in the ab-
solute existence of nature. In their view, man and nature are indissolubly joined. Things are
ultimates, and they never look beyond their sphere. The presence of Reason mars this faith. The
first effort of thought tends to relax this despotism of the senses, which binds us to nature as if
we were a part of it, and shows us nature aloof, and, as it were, afloat. If the Reason be stimu-
lated to more earnest vision, outlines and surfaces become transparent, and are no longer seen;
causes and spirits are seen through them. The best, the happiest moments of life, are these deli-

cious awakenings of the higher powers, and the reverential withdrawing of nature before its God.
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Noture is made to conspire with spirit to emancipate us. In these cases, by mechanical means,
is sugpgested the difference between the observer and the spectacle,—between man and nature.
Hence arises a pleasure mixed with awe; I may say, a low degree of the sublime is felt from the
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fact, probably, that man is hereby apprized, that, whilst the world is a spectacle, something in

himself is stable.
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Possessed himself by a heroic passion, he (the poet) uses matter as symbols of it. The sensual
man conforms thoughts to things; the poet conforms things to his thoughts. The one esteems
nature as rooted and fast; the other, as fluid, and impresses his being thereon. To him, the re-
fractory world is ductile and flexible; he invests dust and stones with humanity, and makes them
the words of the Reason. The imagination may be defined to be, the use which the Reason makes

of the material world.
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The true philosopher and the true poet are one, and a beauty, which is truth, and a truth, which

is beauty, is the aim of both.... Thus even in physics, the material is ever degraded before the



spiritual. The astronomer, the geometer, rely on their irrefragable analysis, and disdain the results
of observation. The sublime remark of Euler on his law of arches, “ This will be found contrary
to all experience, yet is true;” had already transferred nature into the mind, and left matter like

an outcast corpse.
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It fastens the attention upon immortal necessary uncreated natures, that is, upon Ideas; and in
their beautiful and majestic presence, we feel that our outward being is a dream and a shade. ...
We apprehend the absolute. As it were, for the first time, we exist. We become immortal, for we
learn that time and space are relations of matter; that, with a perception of truth, or a virtuous

will, they have no affinity.
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Idealism sees the world in God.
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And all the uses of nature admit of being summed in one, which yields the activity of man an
infinite scope. Through all its kingdoms, to the suburbs and outskirts of things, it is faithful to
the cause whence it had its origin. It always speaks of Spirit. It suggests the absolute. It is a
perpetual effect. It is a great shadow pointing always to the sun behind us.

...That essence refuses to be recorded in propositions, but when man has worshipped him intel
lectually, the noblest ministry of nature is to stand as the apparition of God. It is the great organ
through which the universal spirit speaks to the individual, and strives to lead back the indiivd-

ual to it.
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Three problems are put by nature to the mind; What is matter ? Whence is it? and Whereto?
The first of these questions only, the ideal theory answers. Idealism saith: matter is a phenom-
enon, not a substance. Idealism acquaints us with the total disparity between the evidence of
our own being, and the evidence of the world’s being. The one is perfect; the other, incapable of
any assurance; the mind is a part of the nature of things; the world is a divine dream, from
which we may presently awake to the glories and certainties of day. Idealism is a hypothesis to
account for nature by other principles than those of carpentry and chemistry. Yet, if it only deny
the existence of matter, it does not satisfy the demands of the spirit. It leaves God out of me.

It leaves me in the splendid labyrinth of my perceptions, to wander without end.
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The world proceeds from the same spirit as the body of man. It is a remoter and inferior in-
carnation of God, a projection of God in the unconscious. But it differs from the body in one im-
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portant respect. It is not, like that, now subjected to the human will. Its serene order is inviolable
by us. It is therefore, to us, the present expositor of the divine mind. It is fixed point whereby
we may measure our departure. As we degenerate, the contrast between us and our house is more
evident. We are as much strangers in nature, as we are aliens from God. We do not understand

the notes of birds.
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IN inquiries respecting the laws of the world and the frame of things, the highest reason is
always the truest. That which seems faintly possible—it is so refined, is often faint and dim be-

cause it is deepest seated in the mind among the eternal verities. Empirical science is apt to cloud



the sight, and, by the very knowledge of functions and processes, to bereave the student of the
manly contemplation of the whole. The savant becomes unpoetic. But the best read naturalist who
lends an entire and devout attention to truth, will see that there remains much to learn of his rela-
tion to the world, and that it is not to be learned by any addition or subtraction or other com-
parison of known quantities, but is arrived at by ﬁntaught sallies of the spirit, by a continual
self-recovery, and by entire humility. He will perceive that there are far more excellent qualities
in the student than preciseness and infallibility; that a guess is often more fruitful that an indis-
putable affirmation, and that a dream may let us deeper into the secret of nature than a hundred
concerted experiments.

Nor has science sufficient humanity, so long as the naturalist overlooks that wonderful congruity
which subsists between man and the world; of which he is lord, not because he is the most subtile
inhabitant, but because he is its head and heart, and finds something of himself in every great
and small thing, in every mountain stratum, in every new law of color, fact of astronomy, or atmos-
pheric influence which observation or analysis lays open.

The perception of this class of truths makes the eternal attraction which draws man to science,
but the end is lost sight of in attention to the means. In view of this half-sight of science, we

accept the sentence of Plato, that, “ poetry comes nearer to vital truth than history.”
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At present, man applies to nature but half his force. He works on the world with his under-
standing alone. He lives in it and masters it by a penny-wisdom; ... The problem of restoring to
the world original and eternal beauty is solved by the redemption of the soul.... Whilst the ab-
stract question occupies your intellect, nature brings it in the concrete to be solved by your hands.
It were a wise inquiry for the closet, to compare, point by point, especially at remarkable crises in

life, our daily history, with the rise and progress of ideas in the mind.
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So shall we come to look at the world with new eyes. It shall answer the endless inquiry of the

intellect,—What is truth? and of the affections,—What is good? by yielding itself passive to the



educated Will. Then shall come to pass what my poet said; ¢Nature is not fixed but fluid. Spirit
alters, moulds, makes it. The immobility or bruteness of nature, is the absence of spirit; to pure
spirit, it is fluid, it is volatile, it is obedient. ~Every spirit builds itself a house; and beyond its
house, a world; and beyond its world, a heaven. Know then, that the world exists for you. For
you is the phenomenon perfect. What we are, that only can we see. All that Adam had, all that
Caesar could, you have and can do. ... Build, therefore, your own world. As fast as you conform
your life to the pure idea in your mind, that will unfold its great proportions. A correspondent

revolution in things will attend the influx of the spirit.
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There is a property in the horizon which no man has but he whose eye can integrate all the

parts.
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Whilst the abstract question occupies your intellect, nature brings it in the concrete to be solved

by your hands.
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As when the summer comes from the south the snow-banks melt and the face of the earth becomes
green before it, so shall the advancing spirit create its ogmam:ﬂm along its path, and carry with
it the beauty it visits and the song which enchants it; it shall draw beautiful faces, warm hearts,
wise discourse, and heroic acts, around its way, until evil is no more seen. The kingdom of man

over nature, which cometh not with observation,—a dominion such as now is beyond his dream of
God,—he shall enter without more wonder than the blind man feels who is gradually restored to

perfect sight.
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Whether nature enjoy a substantial existence without, or is only in the apocalypse of the mind,
it is alike useful and alike venerable to me. Be it what it may, it is ideal to me, so long as I can-

not try the accuracy of my senses.
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When the bark of Columbus nears the shore of America; —before it, the beach lined with savages,
fleeing out of all their huts of cane; the sea behind; and the purple mountains of the Indian
Archipelago around, can we separate the man from the living picture? Does not the New World
clothe his form with her palm-groves and savannahs as fit drapery ? Ever does natural beauty steal
in like air, and envelope great actions. When Sir Harry Vane was dragged up the Tower-hill, sit-
ting on a sled, to suffer death, as the champion of the English laws, one of the multitude cried out
to him, “ You never sate on mo glorious a seat.” Charles. II,, to intimidate the citizens of London,
caused the patriot Lord Russel to be drawn in an open coach, through the principal streets of the
city, on his way to the scaffold. “But,” to use the simple narrative of his biographer, “ the mul-
titude imagined they saw liberty and virtue sitting by his side.” In private places, among sordid

objects, an act of truth or heroism seems at once to draw to itself the sky as its temple, the sun as



its candle. Nature stretcheth out her arms to embrace man, only let his thoughts be of equal greatness.
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