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Simple, plain Clarence! I do love thee so,
That I will shortly send thy soul to heaven,
If heaven will take the present at our hands.

(I. i. 118-120)
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That high All-Seer which I dallied with

Hath turned my feigned prayer on my head

And given in earnest what I begg’d in jest.

Thus doth He force the swords of wicked men

To turn their own points in their masters’ bosoms:

(V. i. 20-24)
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Since kings break faith upon commodity,
Gain, be my lord, for I will worship thee!
(L i. 1181)
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Withhold thine indignation, mighty heaven,
And tempt us not to bear above our power!

®
(V. vi. 37 1)
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let me tell the world,
If he (Hal) outlives the envy of this day,
England did never owe so sweet a hope,
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So much misconstrued in his wantonness.

(V. ii. 66-69)
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if I do feign
O, let me in my present wildness die
And never live to show the incredulous world

The noble change that I have purposed!

(Pt. 2, IV, v. 152-155)
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we understand him well,

How he comes o’er us with our wilder days,
®
Not measuring what use we made of them.

(L. ii. 267-269)
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I am ashamed that, like so many others who have written on Shakespeare’s ‘ Lancastrian Series”
I have failed to notice, or at least to take as its face value, what Hal says in his first soliloquy, and
have therefore created for myself a host of problems about the plays — problems that do not really
exist. You have seized on what should have been obvious — and this example again shows that to

see the obvious requires real insight.

(ROR | SIvECEKGHEFORE Y HOBK WL O WU T AN NQHERTE LvoiiRl
L&ﬁ%\q«y91mﬁb@71?7.;?4ﬂlfﬁ6>;wm&%gﬁmméiﬁoﬁnf‘ﬁﬁ%&k
VESHBWLOWV LR ROWRL L0 e 1 HE L Z MO IR LR 10V 787 K AHHIE W 100 4078
MR oidee LROSREUHEHIIVET Y2 0WwBRLL R0’ PEURKE {QA0HIMBEN
o RS T BB NS0 e e BRSO NN L) — 20 Sen Gupta 4 Robert
QESMKiéﬁﬁwﬁnﬁ\»»%ﬁ&ﬁ%khfﬁk&%G\9;4&%87@%@&&&%@KEAT
v 20’ MEKST { RWHLHENEVHIN S L EAREOBROKEORFY” Expvuel (26
BYHOIUNIOEIV 0202000 P HEL R° VRBRYOKHHB&»B282%" W D)
" NH] SWEF» QMO Lo N DEHES NS SN L NHEF-I0ORE 90587 W VRS
HENQRNYT B il — QRBR NP2 EEPRCVEL R0 { RRETCF MO w4 KIR 4V
AT ) N B EQ KBS HERROL LV BOEBRWEOL LMY NT 1 1l —~ 280 820°

MHCAKYNOHBURDONT LIl ~U 0LV 1



MCAKYNOHBULDON TR 1 —~UOLY 1111

NN~ QN L =B L V7 N QBSHENHMEe QR N — 2 KA A N W10 &0
PR W e’ JRBNERVHEVEROVEVHOEERKOKMRY KK L R0 800 @17 (R
WRFAORERMO NN Measure for Measure © Duke sHSHEV O WEAGOHK © NBHECBEVE
L HEC

HEWDBE N B IR0V S 1T B REREOW 209 VO O RIKWw L © v eRiER
MREDNUPRE° D HNTAKYND NF—2 K& NQEEW { R QKW B f~ O WVHER O 4 0
O NWEN<ORMESH N IO HICEMNIINRQ R B4V EH LI QR JHE~NaK 40N
WL 2T b LR 0N S SR 2R O~ Q 1£:80° 1 23div 8100002 1t §las i
Lo BRECHELICORER» (EELSHMI IOV’ WRBRBECFURLKOIVEVL/N”
HOREEEH OV IV2 L0885 01800° VL oREMEISQNAN T HELVEC HIBY QKM
NAG L W0 1 VR P 30000 Tk ¥ —ie i) LT OO0 RY 1l RILHFL VI 2
HE D" NH PHESORRESHEVEGHROHE T({Na—HH) PL% (ROKERLH
VKRV S HEV Lo g BO HEKS<NC HEVHEBEVOREN MR LS LD R HL0LL° D
IvAa X YANRERNELVE HBVHECHRSR VYRSVSREYNLSWLSREBERECR BY~OWR™ W
SEH S HEEW OV wORIN LSV RP 00 Hi8e°

PR WERENT Ay il — QREKGIRE N AL Oy @~ SIS Q40100 ° 4 M GV a1
R RN WRHOSTOHRLEKORFCHERDROL D" Kt S0 auHiiviER OV S0
RO WA mT Nxen i —EDY POSLENRG I RCEUH OV BERVV2 N RS0 AWK



KWKV 500 PR0° 1O SRE” w0 <ROIHE LB KK N &K » O BFEEME 40 LD
ML UBIGe M 2850 WRBE YR O VRS QKO LERE e 1 VN IBEK 0 {0 80" [
Ne—EHE] wRveRECHRE.” BEKML (RORIHONEHRKUN YL I —ORKYIXIBY L
CHPWOHENHRFONAN B P 20 BIFBBRLSOEIBHVEMLOPRRT DY Nak
—~ING e MHICAKYN] PUCBOVBEEORYNIVLINGE » <« M= —KYH { ACH\UKHEC
KW EBE R BOLS S BT U0 il @ HIRU IO W M e a Xy N NEIEN] il s Lo
MHEORE] W Wi MEEy" TR WML LV 5o VVERRESES 0BERSVL~ &
g MiEm R0 |7 VLoD 000" [EM Yo REMIK L] VROV TRy
£ 0PN 0L VRS T b T — K LRSI S SR 0L | N e 0 R0 BERL
HO I WEEF VL SR OHRBLEOHEHEREYNRAE” (RO IFirS HlE| »EINERVS VY
RO HbQ#KwwHERROLLEIWERIOBVERWSY L U080 O RRERME miE
A 0 A ™ KIE I LA REMIK S L L e P 810° { RO &V ERBRGEBHEN o Ui Ny 1 il —
T EQEOSMERKMELLOR” MRy —%NE] & IDN" NI AT 21— UP R IVPFH OV
POV ER” T(N=—EH] SHER™ i S 20O HE T BRI VN IKE O~ S
$1010°

()

@ Lily B. Campbell, Shakespeare’s Histories (The Huntington Library, 1958), p. 309.
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Ornstein, 4 Kingdom for a Stage, 1972, p. 72) 2" wOHNRY " NORES Nl —~QORHKAFBWS VB LEO0LL°
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@ See J.D. Wilson (ed.), Rickard IIT (The New Shakespeare, 1954), p. xvi; John Palmer, Political Chavacters of Shakespeare
(Macmillan, 1948), p. 116.

@ See M.M. Reese, The Cease of Majesty (Arnold, 1961), pp. 284 f.

® See S.C. Sen Gupta, Shakespeare’s Historical Plays (Oxford, U.P., 1964), p. 108.

© See ]J.D. Wilson, op. cit, pp. xxi ff.; E. M. W, Tillyard, Shakespeare’s History Plays (Chatto & Windus, 1951) p. 215.

® J.L. Calderwood 23" +J QiEMN-QI#k: " HEAWKL OERY VEWEAK S0V IQRIvN 4L 110° (See Eugene M. Waith

(ed.), Shakespeare: The Histories (Prentice-Hall, 1965), pp. 99£] D&M H A KWUNGE I 1 L RO O v 210 VEtH
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@ See A C. Bradley, ‘ The Rejection of Falstaff,’” Oxford Lectures on Poetry (Macmillan, 1950).

@ See J.D. Wilson, The Fortunes of Falstaff (Cambridge U.P., 1953), p. 17 ff.

© Harold Jenkins, ‘ The Structural Problem in Shakespeare’s Henry The Fourth’ (Methuen, 1956), p. 25.

® See J.H. Walter (ed.), King Henry V, ‘ New Arden Shakespeare’ (Methuen, 1954), p. xviii; James Winny, The Player King
(Chatto & Windus, 1968), p. 175.

® D.A. Traversi, An Approach to Shakespeare (Hollis & Carter, 1968), Vol, I, p. 249.
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® Winny, op. cit, p. 41.
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Eliot College,
The University, Canterbury, Kent. 9th May 1974
Dear Mr Aoki,

It is very kind of you to send me a copy of your little book about Henry IV and Henyy V. The structure of these three
plays and their relationship to one another is indeed a fascinating problem and you have written the most interesting essay
on it. I am most grateful to you for it.

Yours sincerely
R. A. Foakes
SRR 4 Kingdom for a Stage, The Achievement of Shakespeave’s History plays (Harvard University Press, 1972) sroy”
MHCAKYNHBUR NGO OEU I —« - K= D KRATNROE#Q0°
May 13, 1974
Dear Professor Aoki,

Thank you very much for sending me a copy of your very interesting book on Shakespeare’s HenryIV and Henry V. 1
read it with pleasure, and although my view of Hal is different from yours, I found your argument very solidly presented
and thoughtful. Certainly we agree that many other critics have refused to deal with Shakespeare’s characterization of Hal
as he is presented in the plays.

Again, let me thank you for sending me your work.
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Sincerely yours

Robert Ornstein
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21 May 74
Dear Professor Aoki,

It is so kind of you to send me your book Shakespeare’s Henry IV and Henry V: it is a most lucid and thoughtful addition
to the controversy, and I do indeed congratulate you on it. Of course, I do not think any of us can get this matter quite
sorted out, but that is the usual phenomenon with Shakespeare: he says so many things simultaneously that everything
we can say leaves us in the end with a feeling of simplification.

By the way, at the Ontario Stratford's theatre some years ago the good Canedian actor Douglas Raine played Henry V
as a young man ‘on the make’ who looked utterly astonished when the herald Montjoy admitted the French defeat: he
just couldn’t believe his luck. You would not have liked it, but I think it is a quite reasonable mn.no%.,mﬁmao.: of the text.

With again many thanks, and with kindest regards,

Yours sincerely
Clifford Leech
BAKK KO < - d - I MNa-KEWR" HOBFURFXESD” L8t LB URIL V40 D10 WL RO NI
SERIUPET SHEBKROVEBEOR LR B T Mo ~HHI 1TRESN-KRN - HRTx -9 BUBMRS (R
S K iR O NI W Lo ML O 7 MOHEWEE D" v 0% WENRIVHL” HORFRERY R4
28 May 1947
Dear Mr Aoki,

I am most grateful for the copy of your interesting and shrewd study of Hewry IV and Henry V. I very much admire



its quality of perception and the pointedness of its style. You argue that Prince Hal’s character is formed from the start
and the plot is concerned not to show him reforming but to lead us to the point where he reveals himself, and that from
King Henry's point of view Hal's prowess at Shrewsbury does not amount to a revelation of heroism (since the credit for
killing Hotspur goes to Falstaff), so that from the court’s point of view the discovery of Hal's worth is not made until
late in Part 2.

This is a skilful and alternative interpretation but I think it does not really reflect our experience as we see or read the
play. The impression we form is, I take it, that Hal at the end of Richkard II is reported to be reckless and dissolute,
though giving signs of swashbuckling valour; at the start of Part 1 he is enormously enjoying the company of Falstaff
and the other habitués of Eastcheap (though knowing that finally he will emerge from his clouded reputation), and through
Part 1 he furthers Falstaff’s future by protecting him from the sheriff, and allowing him the credit of killing Hotspur; but
that in Part 2 things are moving rapidly towards the rejection —the King ‘severs’ Hal and Falstaff, Hal is never in
Falstaff’'s company in the old appreciative sense, and only briefly in it at all, and he is uninformed about Falstaff’s
whereabouts, the nature of Doll, and so on—in other words I think Shakespeare very much modifies what you call our
impression that Hal remains ‘ with his bad company’ nearly until Henry’s death (pp. 17, 32). This is true as court civcles
see it (though Warwick in IV. iv has the truth of the matter) but not true as we see i, for his ‘bad company’ amounts
only to the relatively reputable Poins, and the lower riffraff are being discarded.

I think it is difficult to see the conclusion of Part 1 without feeling that Hal is, at any rate at that stage, redeemed in
everyone’s eyes. There’s Vernon’s tributes (IV. 1, V. 2), Hal's companionship with Westmoreland (IV. 2), his participation
with the King and his challenge to Hotspur (V. 1), his rescue of Henry from Douglas, when he refutes suspicions that he
desired Henry’s death (V. 4), and finally, even if we ignore his killing of Hotspur since he disowns the credit of that, his
companionship with Henry in the campaign against the Welsh, in the last lines of the play. Had Part 2 not been written,
surely we should conclude from the end of Part 1 that Hal is universally recognised to have vindicated himself,

This being so, there’d have been a great difficulty in presenting Hal at the beginning of Part 2 as having reverted to

his former life. Shakespeare shrewdly keeps him out of sight until IL 2, focussing our eyes on the rebels and on
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Falstaff, and even when we see Hal he is not the old exuberant figure but uneasy and self-reproachful; and thereafter, as
I say, his contacts with Falstaff are minimal. Realistically, we may wonder how, if the King and court were so impressed
with Hal’s redemption in Part 1, things should look to them so unimproved in Part 2: but I think the gap between the
one play and its successor, and then the diversion of attention from Hal until he finally establishes himself in the latter
part, makes a perfectly acceptable dramatic effect.

As for any ‘morality ’ interpretation, I fully accept your caution over this. It can easily be overstated and I think
Dover Wilson and Tillyard do so. I should not myself by any means assimilate the plays to morality antecedents. Yet I
think the pattern the moralities established—i. e. that plays were about the moral progress of their participants through
the conflicting pulls of vices and virtues—did make a natural, even instinctive, background for several of Shakespeare’s
histories, Rickard II and Rickard III, Henvy VI and the Henry IVs.

Anyway, these comments do not mean that I have not enjoyed your book and been stimulated by it. It expresses a
thoughtful point of view which certainly deserves to be taken into account. And it is, too, very pleasingly produced, and
good to look at. Thank you once again.

Yours sincerely,

Arthur Humphreys

WEEWOHT” (AR | HILIKwR LEOKREEHEVENES L KIRO HE VR 102 LINKR S HRORNNIN I — = Wi
X L0’ II0QEONAN ™ Ny aéce:;of%ﬂb_ﬁnféaoﬁﬁ/y7)1zm\v4wyykﬂb;5:\
N ORNOM € (04 AN QBN G HIEVERER L5 20 VI { AREHEOW 51090 VOO RO QBRI 220104 130
SOden” W) ORFERE VO RTOEBIOTRUREOY L 8L o0 WOV HbR M& oo oKIRG 1
o ML SRV RL T KT BESEOROVERVER OV &0 UL 00T W% { 2 OIERE #HEMEO.LI L0
BLoOMERL" MDA KUNDIRY VO a0 { 228 [RKIR] 927 v OO KRB & OR S & HBSEE & 1~ © WER 0 i 1
BCHHRURV S0 080° WL { ARERLOKvLHET 00" BB 52 1 VK20 P1910° NIND i ) — Qi

RAPOLREEOAZL " DT RN NG QRN © IR ¢ $HE R CREL 0 D 1 Q A BERLSNET T WS Dk
EROVY U0 e SEES IV 0 40 D2 QR { R OIEWQ S caloulating S0 Q UOEL RN RO R BN



SN FIEEHVEONS LSS O Bkl mROYWOMETH O v I v-RE OV VEPIEL Q0 PRNDN NeH
MOBKOMS T HERSHEIOR MO 180° M H AN KCUND Nk —2 KA D NSO oI Hth € K v B Ry
OVERESY L1000 Nk 2 K& D N QREQ LI O B3 QEEMGLue { M A~ K e Hin” BofkoHL ovigos
HORVERWS Y 51001 il oMK B oSS EINE90° { AVQRKMEL OV RGN0 & > « K —LR
O S o NN BN O SR 07 1 — N K Q412 England did never owe so sweet a hope, So much misconstrued in
his (Hal’s) wantonness” (Pt. 1, V.i i. 68£) N %" oy F¢{ N~ —HH] OHEGHEWSWIOUL OV HLT D&ew
s QI © M " 5942 20 KA D4 5 © s 4d “let me tell the world’ L om0 1 20° wRHRBUR SRV’
B R 46 { 2 QEKIORO LS 1 AN IBK R0 NN 1~ o QIE SRR 0 ST QR QD N N N S L R
WAL 400

INNE—K3" FR| BRI O WOLKROMEOE V" { 2 DA ER D 40 LEIR L3800 500 Wt s’
Nk — 2 KD NI P | 825000 B o R 2H@0ng® HENa—U2" { MNa—=KU» Nk—2
K™ N QIKERS” HIN- O © EHEWIBK D 115 3810° WEMHCAKYNLU O {208 | BIPIkug oo’ Ny~
R K D N HRIRWE RS Q< RIRKHS O ausge v KIRRH&OHY L 85 80080’
WOUNMNNTAKUNE Mdad—KY{ -850 0BRTVHEKEGOBEONLOTE0° £ - K —FIVIMREE VWY
LU R Y LREER e Q0 LR | EROV MEHESEIH 27 BHYUSHOE SOV HRMER I CHRESY L R v
RUOBEVER OV <2V L HL VIR PELT {REED 2 KL (RO UEVN KT —AXSAINURR O Eeel
0% QAN NI N L QR~NATEOWV MY HE M OHHRO { R OBRVEF Q2™ HEF M1 v Ky NG IERLMRK - v
PERT IR OO &R 0V WL OBESINOSHL° 1RECE | WEERM 0 RIISHR L v L w RS M
M & © 400" BElPR {2 QRO ® 2L 190° HH{ R VREWH Y £ D 2 L IOV L RNT N (0B8R R
BeSn HPRULHROHAY S0’ Wl {2 CBROB v ANk — 2 K8 N VKSR P10 00
W PR R N FRERD BV 40 L0 29 QI SRID L O T 00e°

WOMBOHROHITE MK L » QML LTS 10 L0000 30800 LT { NN a—KRIMEOW 50 HIREIIR S { R'%
LR AN K EORKAREC90° EURLSH (N —8" BHUESY RV LVvORMIROEMKHL IV L ONVELE S
424 (thou hast,..show’d thou makest some tender of my life) V5x° [L~0%] V3" £ ORI R R ST Dy ¢

MHCAKUNOHKBLEDONYT L ~ROLV 1R



MHCAKUNGHEBLEDONYT LI ~NOLY Mo

RAKO DU (A" MREXORLOWE OV LI0ULL 402 RROSH SHoNOSNLFRU VL~ HOREL S
Ly SRR HVINSY LY HbOHRUBEOSLVEL LRSS JOROBK V0 Holinshed 237 { R viBiftve
HLWHEOP L 0UR L0 0 FR0RT OB BLYVY» HENiEI e v HbE L 020 FRURSVKENE (0
0% {NNAE~KQHo { 2 QRKWIeEERE S PLYIMREYO (YL 0UIRENLL NN HUES KR
S HENEDO IR S FE” { RAOMIET VUL KEEWERMEKOW L0 Q8@ w4l Qilalll L IEMmHK vib e
0 QD WIS 0 © VY 5 00°

WEPRIHEANAK 4 OHRAORS T BROEFOREL " LR O © BV ¢ W R RO U &Y
R0 MHYAKUND BHOCERO { R QRN ERBRYOV TRIBI HEOLOHUMSMREY L0 QO LR
e HP QIEHT O KEVBRNER LD Ko< WX B REGVIEY N V9V e ROEDY Loy Hmo SR
TLOH5° ) OIRIEL B0 O U’ { AMRER<L UL RUL» QLT 80°

{NNAR=KUE FRIERI ¢V RARERLEKS QK RET9000L° Wa TR B O¥ob»” HbuRk -2 K8 2N
RSB L VL NN R WEHERELEKINVAVVRLL® VOBL LD OREEOETOERT A0 { 1% « DA NFNIK2" M4
2l —KY - QBRI OEREOVE I @ HEINO S 42 VL0 120 QRBERIHR W Lo ) U E -0 O 12 i
0 { RONIRE” M A KuNQER VAN &OV90° HbRELETVTHIVRY BRLS ME0) w8 0 vaEOEROVE
U0 QRO Bl N —~IXKADNUOEKSEL” { R OEMC Dt tinuiie 20t s@0° [HI YESY
[KIRL 27 EielldH-90iia &L (A BOKICEKY A ER&oHAVE MV FHEOH VoL LReRD = KL ~
WFEPR VL0 CFR OV 2D TR MHIVESRSDRD M YAKUND Ve { R OBRRVEROE R -RIEEY 1
VRV RPN R HN OB & 4 BTV Q STV D00 © VO R T 0 P it 125 OB Headio 1 K
Bl L0’

THRIRL SEEROLY” MO KUNR RGO LK SRES | 027 HbVZE8RY" M= KD N R L 4I8
a0 BTN 1 UL O 1T i810° MHCAKUNR KWL TLOBIOMBONI/VR O wOEHK N —AXKADNY
CRFRAV o OB RETIKULEL O 9" { R ORI VEQRE» &5 © ¢480°

{A%GER | RO (4 iR O auid v HARJEOHIUECDY “the incredulous world’ 2iR4~ie ‘the noble
change that I have purposed’ (Pt. 2, IV. v. 152-155) 1 0\ %\ Q{48400 & 3910n° SHOR S idim (e 18) 2485 v



B

+ * After my seeming’ € *To mock the expectation of the world’ uZ ~EI#K | X O %50 { 2 QBRI L Q0L
VL0 {MNA-KE {2 SRE AT RO HRE U O<ROICEME O § e HBER 01 v
B O vEaH VL0

Y (ROR | RIOHEL A& O VLLOPE0° S0 0ECXNVERL VY L EF vEREoBHEVIE S~ L Ol
0w QM ORHIR” D TRANNE Loy NREORIMNQ NI b ~ XU RIS 807 HSUPROHEUY QRN oYK
S JIRNN o1 —NWERS 0 VR AULEITE0° USENE 1 ~ARELIOSVIRIHITAKUNCEK O OBV LK
LAV DT RINNEHL VORHIR" Pk —=|3) SHEFL e h+ = QHIVEDRS N IMDH NN
w5 (See The Fortunes of Falstaff, p. 41)° 228w eS8 N o~ AP0 50 1 U URHER 10 490:0° ok + —= QW@
FOn” BOBIEO ( oRDP v &OHIE LIRS TFROBK OV 5 10 20 3810°

BTRANNET R ORI #E4 R & CREN N V0 © 287 W Q F REEAERC 0 im0 @b € R PRI S Frilk &
OHPRE SN RE8 © 42° R ORERAZEOHBOMIE OV L Q2" MH A KUNG { BSOS NHIsL L v
SoBIRE O LROPRN0T DRI OHIML RO/ R LHEY { R QRS HEVR KE | Loa 0w TN —FH) | |FE
Mg fE<CBHECEVNINI — - QESROLEBRLELOLVLIRNVRLE S NEUS O v UQEIINERAD T AN
SHEDICUKY 9o KERPQo N VRHEUS LAY DO LEEQHUH © v Hib 032 0 ZHHw 12:v0ik o Nl g
HEK S92 Q48 0 e W BHYIO & L SR O e

EYMRHKA=KHS - A N FINERST M A KUNSBERVEL NS RT EOHRYROVEFS ik s 40 &
e it 42 Miss C. L. Morrison 20\ 5000 Ui’ EEOLCH” KB O 2 Vi e RERVE0°

17 July 1974
Dear Mr Keiji Aoki,

Thank you very much for sending me a copy of your book on Shakespeare’s Hemry IV and Henry V. The case jwhich
you develop in it makes excellent sense of the three plays as a sequence, and on first reading I find your argument very
acceptable. I have enjoyed reading the study and trust that it will have the influence that it deserves.

Many thanks for sending me a copy of your most lucid and stimulating book.
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Yours sincerely,
J.D. Jump
BTN - NP NS Shakespeare Survey 20 1) ‘ The Staging of Parody and Parallels in Henry IV’ L oEXVEYY L0
S i © f2°
Hiram College - Hiram Ohio
September 4, 1974

Dear sir;

Thank you very much for sending a copy of your recent book on Shakespeare’s Henry IV and Henry V. I apologize you
for taking so long in replying to you with my thanks.

I read the book with great interest. I believe you have impressively argued the case for the structural unity of the
two parts, and you certainly convince me that the * sun-cloud ” theme is the best way of resolving the difficulty we all
have of explaining why Hal is back in the Tavern in Part II. I am less happy with your discussion of these matters in
regard to Henry V, a play which I find to be a good deal more ironic than you do.

I suppose the chief difficulty with the Hal development comes from the force of the stage representation: Hal is so clearly
triumphant at the end of Part I that, whether the King knows he killed Hotspur or not, we know it, and accordingly
feel (having seen with our eyes and heard with our ears) that Hal has emerged from behind his ugly mists and now shines
like shook foil! Wouldn’t it have been fine if Shakespeare had seen fit to give Hal another “I know you all” soliloquy
in order to remind the audience that the process of further offending in order to “ make offence a skill” were continuing
into Part II? I truly wish he had!

At any rate, I have enjoyed reading your book, which is beautifully printed and bound, by the way, and I do thank
you for sending it to me. I am sure it has influenced my thinking about the three plays, and that influence will be passed

on to many students.

Sincerely yours

John Shaw
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27 Eastway Drive
Richmond, Kentucky, U. S. A.
13 September 1974
Dear Sir,

Many thanks for sending me a copy of Shakespeare’s Henry IV and Hemry V, which I have read with interest. Your
theme is, T think, a sound one, and modifies somewhat the very fine analysis of Harold Jenkins on the structure of the H4
plays. I hope you have sent him also a copy. At any rate, I have drawn his attention to it recently,

Sincerely,
Andrew S. Cairncross
® Shakespeare’s Wovdplay (Methuen, 1957) $/IBQES - S - P NN DN RIS D ORLSEEN L OE O N UHR S L°
Rutherford College

The University, Canterbury, Kent

September 10th, 1975
Dear Professor Aoki,

A surprise parcel has been found in an office drawer here in Rutherford College: a neatly wrapped copy of your short
book on Prince Hal. The secretaries think the explanation must be that you very kindly sent me a copy last year, when
I was in America, but that perhaps a covering letter went astray so they had no way of knowing for whom the book was
intended. But I am delighted they have now given it to me, because I have read it with great pleasure and agreement.
I am sure you are right about the Prince withholding his full revelation of his true character until the later part of
Part II of Hemyy IV for the Elizabethans this would have exemplified the cardinal virtue of Prudence—which we don’t
much care for nowadays and so don’t allow Hal to possess it. I also like your idea that Shakespeare changed his mind in

the course of writing Part I, because Shakespeare’s changes of mind are a pet interest of mine—I did the British Academy

MINTAKUNCHKBULLDONT LI —LOL YV 1
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lecture on them three years ago. I wish I had a copy to send you to return your kindness in sending me your book: but
publishers are very stingy with offprints nowadays!
I hope we meet on some future Shakespearean occasion.
Yours sincerely,

M. M. Mahood
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September 30, 1974
Dear Professor Aoki:

I wish to thank you for sending me a copy of your little book Shakespeare’s Henry IV and Henry V (Kyoto, 1973). I

have read it with much interest.

I think you are right that Hal is not the hero of a morality play. As you say, he states his purpose very clearly in his first
soliloquy—he needs clouds and slanders as a foil to his purpose. The plot of the play, so far as Hal is concerncd, turns
about his skill in maintaining enough reputation for wildness so that he will be wondered at when he presents a public
image of reform.

Even more interesting to me was your discussion of the silence in 2H4 about who killed Hotspur. Perhaps Hal is
content to let Falstaff have the credit for it. Or, maybe simply a share of credit, by letting people suppose Falstaff gave
the leg wound. We really don’t know in what form the story of Hotspur’s death was publicly reported; as you say (p.
25), the King is not shown trying to find out who killed Percy, nor is Hal shown trying to capitalize on his exploit.
Apparently it suits Hal’s political purpose, once he has removed Hotspur’s threat to Hal’s own “gut” interests, to remain
somewhat out of the limelight, since the time is not yet ripe to make his big scene in public as a “changed” man. I
think the parallel of Hal’s tactics to that of the Roman Brutus (which you mention on p. 45) is significant and needs

further pondering. What it may mean is that Hal is like Brutus in being a consummate politician, skilful manipulator of
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his public image and of other people.

I will have to think further about your total argument. Is it necessary, do you think, to wholly exclude psychological
approaches ? I still find very suggestive many things said by Sen Gupta and by D. A. Traversi, and to me Falstaff is a
much more complex character than your brief remarks on him seem to indicate. I do think, however, you have shed a
good deal of light on the problem of how to view the thread of continuity between Part I and Part II of the play.

I am grateful that Professor Milward suggested you send me a copy of your book. It was profitable reading. My thanks
to you, and please convey my greetings to Peter Milward.

Sincerely yours,

Roy Battenhouse
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23 October 1975
Dear Dr Aoki,

You very kindly sent me a copy of your book on Henry IV and Henry V. Unfortunately it took some time to come, and
reached the Press after I bad myself retired; and as I have been much away from home the transmission of the book was
further delayed and I have only just been able to read it. I write at once to say how very much I enjoyed it and how
sensible and salutary I find your solution of the puzzle of these plays. I am ashamed that, like so many others who
have writtn on Shakespeare’s “ Lancastrian series”, I have failed to notice, or at least to take at its face value, what
Hal says in his first soliloquy, and have therefore created for myself a host of problems about the plays—problems that
do not really exist. You have seized on what should have been obvious—and this example again shows that to see the
obvious requires real insight.

I have checked the proof of Shakespeare Survey 28 at the Press and can say that the book does get a notice in this

issue—favourable, but very very short, and in my view by no means doing justice to the book. I shall certainly do what

MCAKUNOKBLLDONT L | —L QL 1
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1 can to bring it to the attention of other scholars.

It is of course a fact that your unravelling of the difficulties, correct as I am sure it is, will not necessarily make the
plays any easier for modern audiences. In our demand for psychological realism we may find it hard to approve a hero
who, however good the end toward which this is the means, deliberately deceives his father, causing him endless anxiety and

’, so familiar.

pain thereby—to say nothing of the pain given to the “base contagious clouds” with whom he is, “awhile’
But I am sure you are right that this ¢s Shakespeare’s intention; and I am extremely grateful to you for this clarification.
Yours sincerely

Richard David
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Magdalen College, Oxford.
21 December 1975,
Dear Professor Aoki,

Some time ago you were so kind as to send me a copy of your book Skakespeare’s Henry IV and Henry V. 1 was at the
time very much immersed in other pressing matters, and I both overlooked the book itself and completely forgot to thank
you for it. Please forgive me for this lapse; I am extremely sorry not to have written to you before.

I have now read your book, and wish to say how much I enjoyed it and how completey convincing I have found your
argument. I have for a long time been dissatisfied with the Dover Wilson argument about the ‘education’ of Prince Hal,
but I must confess I have never bothered to think out exactly why it needed demolishing. You have now saved me—and
others—the trouble of doing so. But you have also made much clearer than before the entire strategy of these plays as
far as Prince Hal is concerned. I shall certainly recommend it to my colleagues and pupils.

It was very generous of you to send your book to a complete stranger. I am most grateful to have been singled out.



Best Wishes.
Yours sincerely

Emrys Jones
See A.R. Humphreys (ed.), The First Part of King Henry 1V, * New Arden Shakespeare’ (Methuen, 1961), pp. xli-1
Gupta, op. cit, p. 11

Ornstein, op. cit., pp. 125-174.
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Dear Sir:

Thank you for sending me a copy of your book. I have read it with interest and, as a rule, agreement. The trouble

with literary critics is that they tend to forget that Shakespeare wrote plays, not political treatises, character analyses,

or autobiographical testaments. They take his plays too seriously, or rather they take them seriously in the wrong way.

We must keep after them all the time to bring them back on course.

Yours very truly,

M. A. Shaaber
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