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I make a pact with you, Walt Whitman—
I have detested you long enough.

I come to you as a grown child

Who has had a pig-headed father;

I am old enough now to make friends.

It was you that broke the new wood,

Now is a time for carving.

We have one sap and one root—

Let there be commerce between us.
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What thoughts I have of you tonight, Walt Whitman, for I walked
down the sidestreets under the trees with a headache self-conscious looking
at the full moon.
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In my hungry fatigue, and shopping for images, I went into the neon
fruit supermarket, dreaming of your enumerations!.

(L2

BN LP NARROD C KavAMES VT HENEERERREKS»Q QEBYVORIQNRDT A
KL —20 [vx—HQIE] % “In my hungry fatigue” V3 P PREKEBEVICLOL” ~QN B N IR
QR2IMEIILC

MO K —L — b =KD i Doh N QSRR e R0

I saw you, Walt Whitman, childless, lonely old grubber, poking
among the meats in the refrigerator and eyeing the grocery boys.
I heard you asking questions of each: Who killed the pork chops?
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What peaches and what penumbras! Whole families shopping at
night! Aisles full of husbands! Wives in the avocados, babies in the
tomatoes! — and you, Garcia Lorca, what were you doing down by the

watermelons?
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Will we stroll dreaming of the lost America of love past blue
automobiles in driveways, home to our silent cottage?
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Ah, dear father, graybeard, lonely old courage-teacher, what America
did you have when Charon quit poling his ferry and you got out on a
smoking bank and stood watching the boat disappear on the black waters
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