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I quite understand that as an editor you should go in for “cheerful endings”;
but I am sorry that as a private reader you are not struck with the inevitability of
the American dénouement. [ fancied that most folks would feel that Mme de Cin-
tré couldn’t, when the finish came, marry Mr. Newman; and what the few persons
who have spoken to me of the tale have expressed to me (e.g. Mrs. Kemble t'other
day) was the fear that I should really put the marriage through. Voyons; it would
have been impossible: they would have been an impossible couple, with an impossi-
ble problem before them. For instance—to speak very materially—where would
they have lived? It was all very well for Newman to talk of giving her the whole
world to choose from: but Asia and Africa being counted out, what would Europe
and America have offered? Mme de Cintré couldn’t have lived in New York; de-
pend upon it; and Newman, after his marriage (or rather she, after it) couldn’t have
dwelt in France. There would have been nothing left but a farm out West. No,
the interest of the subject was, for me, (without my being at all a pessimist) its ex-
emplification of one of those insuperable difficulties which present themselves in
people’s lives and from which the only issue is by forfeiture—by losing
something. It was cruelly hard for poor N. to lose, certainly: but que diable allait-il
faire dans cette galere? We are each the product of circumstances and there are tall
stone walls which fatally divide us. I have written my story from Newman’s side
of the wall, and [ understand so well how Mme de Cintré couldn’t really scramble
over from her side! If I had represented her as doing so I should have made a pret-
tier ending, certainly; but I should have felt as if I were throwing a rather vulgar
sop to readers who don’t really know the world and who don’t measure the merit
of a novel by its correspondence to the same.®
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NiocHE. (Centre.) Bonjour, M. le Comte. I salute you very low.

VarentiN. M. Nioche is always saluting low. You’d salute the executioner if
he were going to break you on the wheel. ‘

NoEiMIE. (Looking into the basket while NIOCHE polishes his hat with his handker-
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chief) Well, you won’t be tortured for stealing, at any rate. Three unhappy little
cutlets! If the Count stays there won’t even be one apiece.

VarenTiN. The Count will certainly stay.

NioCHE. (Putting on his hat again.) Then I'll go and get another cutlet. (Goes to
door, right.)

NoeMie. It doesn’t matter (picking up basket and contents and going up centre)
we've got half a cold pie. Mr. Newman knows the difficulties of our life.

VALENTIN. Assuredly, since he comes to relieve them. (The bell rings again,
pretty loud and sharp.) There he is, the ministering angel.

Noemie. Coming! (Exit, centre, with the basket and parcel.)

Niocse. He is a philanthropist, M. le Comte. (Fumbles out snuffbox.)

VALENTIN. And what am I then?

NiocHE. (Taking snuff.) You're the purest relic of our old noblesse.

VALENTIN. Rather an object for philanthropy!

(Re-enter NOEMIE, centre; enter, behind her, CHRISTOPHER NEWMAN,
with hat and stick.)

NoeMie. This way, Mr. Newman! (Pointing to the picture on the easel.) There’s
the little thing you took such a fancy to.

NEWMAN. (Looking at picture.) That’s just what I want to see! (Stands before pic-
ture.)

Noemik. I think I've improved it.

NewwMman. Well, yes, I suppose you’ve improved it; but I don’t know but I liked
it better before it was quite so good! However, I guess I'll take it. (Goes to right.)

NoEMIE. (Advancing, centre.) There are plenty more in the other room. (Point-
ing centre.) The light’s better there.

NiocHE. (Obsequiously, to NEwWMAN, dusting and giving him chair, right centre.)

I feel it a great honour to receive my munificent patron in my humble home.
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CLAIRE. (Right centre, watching him.) 1 was right, I was right—you’re
magnanimous!
NewMAN. (With a flicker of returning hope.) Ah, Claire—don’t say such things

now!
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CraIrRe. Now is just the time—as the carriage is there!

NewMAN. (Eagerly.) The carriage? (Re-enfer the MARrQuis, right.)

Marquis. (70 NEwMaN.) You had really better leave the family to itself. My
mother’s coming.

CLAIRE. (Giving her left hand to NewMaN.) Tell her when she comes that I
shall marry Mr. Newman.

NewMAN. Ah, my beloved! (Kisses her hand.)

CLAIRE. You’ve done it—you’ve brought me back—you’ve vanquished me!

NewwmaN. That’s just what I wanted to see! (He has caught her with one arm,
and gives her a long kiss. He hurries up with her—exeunt rapidly left upper en-
trance. At the same moment re-enter MME. DE BELLEGARDE, 7ight, breaking in with
the letter that NEWMAN has given the MARQUIS, open in her hand.)

Marquis. He’s gone—but she’s gone with him!

MME. DE BELLEGARDE. (Crossing swiftly to one of the lighted candles that stand
on a table at left and thrusting her paper straight info the flame.) May they never
come back—may they never come back!

MarqQuis. (On the other side of the stage, watching the paper burn while the Cur-
tain falls.) Any more than that thing, eh?®
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NoiMIE. (Aloud, so that the others hear her and NEWMAN’s tnvitation fo
DEEPMERE 15 practically answered.) Give me your arm! (She takes it while DEEPMERE,
breathing again, offers it with extravagant alacrity, and they stand together at right.)

Mgs. BrReAD. (70 CLAIRE.) | am at your ladyship’s service to leave the house.

NewMAaN. (Looking at CLARE, who, still seated in her agitation, has made no
answer.) Perhaps you, Madame de Cintré, will give us the honour of your com-
pany?

Marquis. (Down at left, majestically, during the silence that follows on CLAIRE’S
part.) I regret, Mr. Newman, that I am unable to accept your invitation. (After an
instant.) I must carry to my mother, without delay, this remarkable news of her
son.

CLAIRE. (Ristng rapidly, checking him as he is in the act of going, while, as she
moves, NEWMAN, quitting VALENTIN, comes nearer to her, and MRs. BREAD, passing
to centre, occupies NEWMAN's place behind VALENTIN’s chatr.) Urbain! (7The MarqQuis
stops, surprised, as with a challenge, and CLAIRE goes on speaking out loud and clear.)
You can carry our mother as well some remarkable news of her daughter—the
news that I've determined—and (looking about to the others) I'm glad you should all
hear it'—to become Mr. Newman’s wife/

NEWMAN. (Springing to her, and as he folds her in his arms.) That’s just what I
wanted to see! ?
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