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Whether a rotten state, and hope of gaine,

Or to disuse mee from the queasie paine

Of being belov’d, and loving, or the thirst

Of honour, or faire death, out pusht mee first,
I lose my end: (37-41)
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A Burnt Ship

Out of a fired ship, which, by no way

But drowning, could be rescu’d from the flame,

Some men leap’d forth, and ever as they came

Neere the foes ships, did by their shot decay;

So all were lost, which in the ship were found,

They in the sea being burnt, they in the burnt ship drown’d
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Sir John Wingefield

Beyond th’old Pillers many’have travailed
Towards the Suns cradle, and his throne, and bed.
A fitter Piller our Earle did bestow

In that late Iland; for he well did know

Farther then Wingefield no man dares to go.
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If you from spoyle of th’old worlds farthest end
To the new world your kindled valors bend,
What brave Examples then do prove it trew
That one things end doth still beginne a new.
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Under an undermin’d, and shot-bruis’d wall

A too-bold Captaine perish’d by the fall,
Whose brave misfortune, happiest men envi'd,
That had a towne for tombe, his corps to hide.
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How in the port, our fleet deare time did leese,
Withering like prisoners, which lye but for fees,
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But when I wakt, 1 saw, that I saw not;

I, and the Sunne, which should teach mee’had forgot
East, West, Day, Night, and I could but say,

If the’world had lasted, now it had beene day.
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Some coffin’d in their cabbins lye, 'equally

Griev’d that they are not dead, and yet must dye;
And as sin-burd’ned soules from graves will creepe,
At the last day, some forth their cabbins peepe:
And tremblingly’aske what newes, and doe heare so,
Like jealous husbands, what they would not know.
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Some sitting on the hatches, would seeme there,
With hideous gazing to feare away feare.

There note they the ships sicknesses, the Mast
Shak’d with this ague, and the Hold and Wast
With a salt dropsie clog’d, and all our tacklings
Snapping, like too-high-stretched treble strings.
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And from our totterd sailes, ragges drop downe so,
As from one hang’d in chaines, a yeare agoe.
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Even our Ordinance plac’d for our defence,

Strive to breake loose, and scape away from thence.
Pumping hath tir’d our men, and what’s the gaine?
Seas into seas throwne, we suck in againe;

Hearing hath deaf’d our saylers; and if they
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Knew how to heare, there’s none knowes what to say.
Compar’d to these stormes, death is but a qualme,
Hell somewhat lightsome, and the’Bermuda calme.
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Darknesse, lights elder brother, his birth-right
Claims o’r this world, and to heaven hath chas’d light.



All things are one, and that one none can be,

Since all formes, uniforme deformity

Doth cover, so that wee, except God say

Another Fiat, shall have no more day.

So violent, yet long these furies bee,

That though thine absence sterve me,’]l wish not thee.
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And, as those Iles which wee

Seeke, when wee can move, our ships rooted bee.
As water did in stormes, now pitch runs out,

As lead, when a fir’d Church becomes one spout.
The fighting place now seamens ragges supply;
And all the tackling is a frippery.
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Onely the Calenture together drawes

Deare friends, which meet dead in great fishes jawes:
And on the hatches as on Altars lyes

Each one, his owne Priest, and owne Sacrifice.

Who live, that miracle do multiply



Where walkers in hot Ovens, doe not dye.
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...for here as well as I

A desperate may live,’and a coward die.

Stagge, dogge, and all which from, or towards flies,
Is paid with life, or pray, or doing dyes.

Fate grudges us all, and doth subtly lay

A scourge, 'gainst which wee all forget to pray;

He that at sea prayes for more winde, as well
Under the poles may begge cold, heat in hell.



What are wee then? How little more alas

Is man now, then before he was? he was
Nothing; for us, wee are for nothing fit;
Chance, or our selves still disproportion it.
Wee have no will, no power, no sense; I lye,
I should not then thus feele this miserie.
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All newes I thinke sooner reach thee then mee;
Havens are Heavens, and Ships wing’d Angels be,
The which both Gospell, and sterne threatnings bring;
Guyanaes harvest is nip’d in the spring,

I feare; And with us (me thinkes) Fate deales so

As with the Jewes guide God did; he did show

Him the rich land, but bar’d his entry in:
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Oh, slownes is our punishment and sinne.
Perchance, these Spanish businesse being done,
Which as the Earth betweene the Moone and Sun
Eclipse the light which Guyana would give,

Our discontinu’d hopes we shall retrive:

But if (as all th’All must) hopes smoake away,

Is not Almightie Vertue’an India?

If men be worlds, there is in every one

Some thing to’answere in some proportion

All the worlds riches: And in good men, this,
Vertue, our formes forme and our soules soule, is.
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@ Cf. Albrecht Meier, Certain briefe, and speciall instructions for gentlemen, merchants, students, souldiers, marriners, etc.
(1989) and Robert Boyle, ‘General Heads for a Natural History of a Countrey, Great or Small’, in Transactions of the
Royal Society (1666), 1, p. 186.
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@ George Sandys, Relation of a Journey begun An. Dom. 1610., in Jonathan Haynes, The Humanist as Traveler
(Associated University Press, 1986). & x <= & ‘Relation’ s% [§dI] YRS HLQH Ny N - b ~KEZUQ
QAR Q ki 41 (‘report’) VLW 50 Q Ny 0 42° Cf. Philip Edwards, Last Voyages; Cavendish,
Hudson, Ralegh (Oxford at the Clarendon Press, 1988), p. 3.

Haynes, p. 37.

Ibid.

Wood, Anthenae Oxonests (1813), p. 54, quoted in Haynes, p. 36.

M. Milgate (ed.), John Donne: The Satires, Epigrams and Verse Letters (Oxford at the Clarendon Press, 1967), p. xxv.
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@ ‘A briefe and true report of the Honorable voyage unto Cadiz, 1596. of the overthrow of the kings Fleet, and of the
winning, sacking, and burning of the Citie, with all other accidents of moment, thereunto appertaining.’ in Richard
Hakluyt, The Principal Navigations Voyages Traffiques & Discoveries of the English Nation Made by Sea or Over-land to the
Remote and Farthest Distant Quarters of the Eavth at any time within the compasse of these 1600 Yeeres (Glasgow, James
MacLehose and Sons, 1903-5), vol. IV, pp. 236-268.

@ ‘A briefe and true report of the Honorable Voyage unto Cadiz, 1596. of the overthrow of the Kings Fleete, and of the
winning of the Citie, with other accidents, gathered out of Meteranus, Master Hackluyt and others.” in Samuel Purchas,
Hakluytus Posthumus or Purchas His Pilgrimes, Contayning a History of the World in Sea Voyages and Lande Travells by
Englishman and others (AMS, 1965; original ed. 1625), vol. XX, pp. 1-23.

@ ‘ToaPerson Unnamed. As printed in 1699, by PriLie RaLeGH, Grandson of Sir WALTER, from a copy, or draft, found
among Sir WALTER RALeGH’s Papers’, in Edward Edwards, The Life of Sir Walter Ralegh, together with his Letters (Mac-
millan, 1868), vol. II, pp. 146-156. ##R34)'}" i’ FYVED 4 Q 4R :0:x0—— ‘The relation of the voyage to
Cadiz, 1596’ (1700), in Ralegh, Works, VIII (Oxford, 1829), pp. 667-81.
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@ R.C. Bald, Jokn Donne, A Life (Oxford at the Clarendon Press, 1970), p. 80.

@ Helen Gardner, ‘he shows the common Elizabethan pride in English ways and the common contempt for foreign’ and
‘how markedly he echoes “official policy”’, in John Donne, The Elegies and The Songs and Sonnets (Oxford at the Claren-
don Press, 1965), pp. 114, 129.

©@ Edwards, II, pp. 152-3.

® Edwards, II, p. 153:

The spectacle was very lamentable on their side; for many drowned themselves; many, half burnt, leapt into the
water; very many hanging by the ropes’ ends by the ships’ side, under the water even to the lips; many swimming with
grievous wounds, strucken under water, and put out of their pain; and withal so huge a fire, and such tearing of the ord-
nance in the great Philip, and the rest, when the fire came to them, as, if any man had a desire to see Hell itself, it was
there most lively figured.

@ Hakluyt, vol. IV, p. 248:

...about which time the Philip, whom in very truth, they had all most fancie unto, began to yeeld and give over, her men
that remained alive shifting for themselves as they were able, and swimming and running a shoare with all the hast that
they could possibly, & therewithall, at the very same instant themselves fired their ship, and so left her, & presently
thereupon a great Argosie, with an other mighty great ship, fired themselves in ye like maner.

©@ Hakluyt, vol. IV, pp. 252, 258-59:

...where and at what time, that worthy famous knight Sir John Winkfield, being sore wounded before on the thigh, at
the very entry of the towne, and yet for all that no whit respecting himselfe, being caried away with the care he had to en-
courage and direct his company, was with the shot of a musket in the head most unfortunately slaine. ...

Upon Saturday being the 26. Sir John Winkfield knight was buried, in honourable and warlike manner, so farre
foorth as the circumstances of that time and place could permit. At whose funerals the Navie discharged a great part of

their Ordinance, in such order, as was thought meete and convenient by the Lords Generals commandement.



The twenty seventh day being Sunday, in the Abbey the divine service was had, and a learned Sermon was made
there by one Master Hopkins, the right honourable Earle of Essex his Preacher, a man of good learning and sweete ut-
terance, ...

Purchas, vol. XX, pp. 14, 18.

Cf. ‘Drummer Hodges’.

Cf. ‘Astronomy’.

Hakluyt, vol. IV, p. 257:

Of what wealth this towne should be, I am not able to resolve the asker: for I confesse that for mine owne part, I had

B oo

not so much good lucke, as to be partaker so much as of one pennie, or penny worth. Howbeit my ill fortune maketh
that towne never a whit the poorer. But as it should appeare by the great pillage by the common souldiers, and some
mariners too, and by the goodly furnitures, that were defaced by the baser people, and thereby utterly lost and spoyled,
as not woorth the carying away, and by the over great plenty of Wine, Oyle, Almonds, Olives, Raisins, Spices, and other
rich grocery wares, that by the intemperate disorder of some of the rasher sort were knockt out, and lay trampled under
feete, in every common high way, it should appeare that it was of some very mighty great wealth to the first owners,
though perchance, not of any such great commaoditie to the last subduers, for that I judge that the better part was most
ryotously and intemperately spent and consumed. A disorder in mine opinion very much to be lamented, and if it might
be by any good meanes remedied, in my conceit, it were a most honourable device.
@ Edwards, II, pp. 155-56:

The town of Cales was very rich in merchandize, in plate, and money; many rich prisoners given to the land com-
manders; so as that sort are very rich. Some had prisoners for sixteen thousand duccats; some for twenty thousand;
some for ten thousand; and, besides, great houses of merchandize. What the Generals have gotten, I know least; they
protest it is little. For my own part, I have gotten a lame leg, and a deformed. For the rest, either I spake too late, or
it was otherwise resolved. Ihave not wanted good words, and exceeding kind and regardful usance. But I have pos-

session of naught but poverty and pain. If God had spared me that blow, I had possesst myself of some House.
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@ A Discoverie of the large, rich, and bewtiful Empire of Gutana (London, 1596, facscimile ed. of ‘The English Ex-
perience’ by Da Capo Press, 1968).

® ‘A Relation of the second Voyage to Guiana, performed and written in the yeere 1596. by Laurence Keymis Gent.’,
Hakluyt, vol. X, p. 491:

In one worde; The time serveth, the like occasion seldome happeneth in many ages, the former repeated considera-
tions doe all joyntly together importune us, nowe, or never to make our selves rich, our posteritie happie, our Prince
every way stronger then our enemies, and to establish our Countrey in a state flourishing and peaceable. O let not then
such an indignitie rest on us, as to deprave so notable an enterprise with false rumors, and vaine suppositions, to sleepe
in so serious a matter, and renouncing the honour, strength, wealth, and soveraigntie of so famous a conquest, to leave
all unto the Spaniard.

® Cf Milgate, p. 196.

® Herbert J. C. Grierson, The Poems of John Donne (Oxford, 1912), II, p. 59.

& Cf Milgate, pp. 197-8.

® R.C. Bald, ‘The Three Metaphysical Epigrams’, Philological Quarterly, vol. XVI (1937), pp. 402-3.
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@ “The Voyage to the Iles of Azores, under the conduct of the Right Honorable Robert Earle of Essex, 1597. The Rela-
tion thereof by the said Earle and other Commissioners.’, Purchas, vol. XX, pp. 24-33.

@ Cf. Quinn, ‘Contents and Sources of the Three Major Works’, The Hakluyt Handbook (The Hakluyt Society, 1974),
vol. II, pp. 382-3.

@ Ibid.



@ ‘Alarger Relation of the said Iland voyage, written by Sir Arthur Gorges knight, collected in the Queenes Ship called
the Wast Spite, wherein he was then Captaine; with Marine and Martiall Discourses added according to the Occur-
rences.’ in Purchas, vol. XX, pp. 34-129.

@ Purchas, vol. XX, p. 24:

The Generall, having by her Majesties gracious favour the charge of her Fleete and Armie, set out of Plimmouth in
June 1597. did both promise my selfe and give hope to her Majestie, that I should be able to defeate the King of Spaines
Fleete, commanded by the Adelantado, if I met them at Sea, or destroy it in the harbour of Feroll, if I found them there;
as also to master and take all Fleetes of treasure, or of the East or West Indian Fleete, that I should finde upon the Sea in
their way to Spaine: and lastly, that I should take in the Iland of Tercea, which I held an action of equall importance to
the other.

©@ Purchas, vol. XX, p. 24-25:

...when most extreame stormes and contrary windes met with us, we beate it up till all our Fleete was scattered, and
many of our ships in desperate case.

® Purchas, vol. XX, p. 42:

...there suddenly arose a fierce and tempestuous storme full in our teeths, continuing for foure dayes with so great
violence, as that now every one was inforced rather to looke to his owne safetie, and with a low saile to serve the Seas,
then to beat it up against the stormy winds to keepe together, or to follow the directions for the places of meeting. And
here some began to taste the inconvenience and perill of high Cargued [sic] Ships drawing little water, and overcharged
with mightie Ordnance in a furious high wrought Sea: And now also others found and felt the mischiefe of weake built
Vessells, and of rotten Tackle.

@ ‘The voiage of the right honorable Georg Erle of Cumberland to the Azores, &c. Written by the excellent Mathemati-
cian and Enginer master Edward Wright.’, Hakluyt, vol. VII, pp. 1-31.

©@ George B. Parks, ‘Tudor travel literature: a brief history’, Quinn, The Hakluyt Handbook, 1, p. 116.
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® Hakluyt, vol. VII, pp. 24-25:
Herewith our maine saile was torne from the yarde and blowne overboord quite away into the sea without recovery,
and our other sailes so rent and torne (from side to side some of them) that hardly any of them escaped hole. The raging
waves and foming surges of the sea came rowling like mountaines one after another, and overraked the waste of the
shippe like a mightie river running over it, whereas in faire weather it was neere 20. foote above the water, that nowe
wee might cry out with the princely Prophet Psalme 107. vers. 26. They mount up to heaven, and descend to the
deepe, so that their soule melteth away for trouble: they reele too and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and all their
cunning is gone. With this extremitie of foule weather the ship was so tossed and shaken, that by the craking noise it
made, and by the leaking which was now much more then ordinary, wee were in great feare it would have shaken in
sunder,....
© FE{E [John Donne, the Valetudinarian—= MU Ui & 24 X" o] (FEE&) | 1|€oe)” [Curing Like by Like—= N -y
TN& 2P| (F<HK] | Rop)” Anticipation of Experience—= N N &2 4 X7 38| (FEMIRERED 11 ] #)°
& Cf M.F. Moloney, John Donne: His Flight from Mediaevalism (Urbana, 1944; reprinted 1965), p. 130: K. W.
Gransden, John Donne (Longmans, 1954), p. 107.

@ ‘Donne’s “Storm” and “Calm” and the Descriptive Tradition’, MLR, LIX (1964), pp. 511-15.

@ ‘wee haue seene y* land of promise Spain’. Cf. note 18.

® Purchas, vol. XX, p. 44:
But yet this violent and dangerous tempest had so cooled and battered the courages of a great many of our young
Gentlemen (who seeing that the boysterous winds and mercilesse Seas, had neither affinitie with London delicacie, nor
Court bravery) as that discharging their high Plumes, and imbroydered Cassockes, they secretly retired themselves

home,....



® Evelyn M. Simpson, A Study of the Prose Works of John Donne (Oxford at the Clarendon Press, 2nd. ed. 1948), pp.
303-4.
® = NHBRZE (o ~=QFEHY ULV 1 —=>CEEMNROVY L0’
® Purchas, vol. XX, pp. 65-6:
Whilest we were before Saint Georges, we were very much becalmed for a day or two, and the weather extreamely
hot, insomuch as the winde could not beare the sailes from the mastes, but were faine to hull in the Sea, to our great

discontentment, that before had used such great diligence and haste to meete with our Admirall, and the rest of the

Fleete.
® Ry
® Milgate, pp. xxxix-x1.
® Cf R.C. Bald, ‘Donne’s Early Verse Letters’, Huntington Library Quarterly, XV (1952), pp. 283-89.
@ Purchas, vol. XX, p. 97.
® Cf Stephen J. Greenblatt, Sir Walter Ralegh, the Renaissance Man and His Roles (Yale University Press, 1973) and

Renaissance Self-Fashioning, from More to Shakespeare (The University of Chicago Press, 1980).
® Cf. Philip Edwards, p. 3.
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