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After him Vther, which Pendragon hight,
Succeding There abruptly it did end,
Without full point, or other Cesure right,
As if the rest some wicked hand did rend,
Or th’Authour selfe could not at least attend
To finish it: that so vntimely breach
The Prince him selfe halfe seemeth to offend,
Yet secret pleasure did offence empeach,

And wonder of antiquitie long stopt his speach.
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Beguild thus with delight of nouelties,

And naturall desire of countreys state,

So long they red in those antiquities,

That how the time was fled, they quite forgate,

Till gentle Alma seeing it so late,

Perforce their studies broke, and them besought

To thinke, how supper did them long awaite.

So halfe vnwilling from their bookes them brought,
And fairely feasted, as so noble knights she ought.
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There he him found all carelesly displayd,
In secret shadow from the sunny ray,
On a sweet bed of lillies softly layd,
Amidst a flocke of Damzels fresh and gay,
That round about him dissolute did play
Their wanton follies, and light meriment;
Euery of which did loosely disaray
Her vpper parts of meet habiliments,
And shewd them naked, deckt with many ornaments.

And euery of them stroue, with most delights,
Him to aggrate, and greatest pleasures shew ;
Some framd faire lookes, glancing like euening lights,
Others sweet words, dropping like honny dew,
Some bathed kisses, and did soft embrew
The sugred licour through his melting lips:
One boastes her beautie, and does yeeld to vew
Her daintie limbes aboue her tender hips;
Another her out boastes, and all for tryall strips.
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And ouer all, of purest gold was spred,
A trayle of yuie in his natiue hew:

Low his lasciuious armes adown did creepe,
That themselues dipping in the siluer dew,
Their fleecy flowres they tenderly did steepe,
Which drops of Christall seemd for wantones to weepe.
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Whom such when Guyon saw, he drew him neare,
And somewhat gan relent his earnest pace,
His stubborne brest gan secret pleasaunce to embrace.
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No gate, but like one, being goodly dight
With boughes and braunches, which did broad dilate

Their clasping armes, in wanton wreathings intricate.

So fashioned a Porch with rare diuice,
Archt ouer head with an embracing vine,
Whose bounches hanging downe, seemed to entice
All passers by, to tast their lushious wine,
And did themselues into their hands incline,
As freely offering to be gathered:
Some deepe empurpled as the Hyacint,
Some as the Rubine, laughing sweetly red,
Some like faire Emeraudes, not yet well ripened.

And them amongst, some were of burnisht gold,
So made by art, to beautifie the rest,
Which did themselues emongst the leaues enfold,
As lurking from the vew of couetous guest,
That the weake bowes, with so rich load opprest,
Did bow adowne, as ouer—burdened.
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Vnder that Porch a comely dame did rest,
Clad in faire weedes, but fowle disordered,

And garments loose, that seemd vnmeet for womanhed.

In her left hand a Cup of gold she held,
And with her right the riper fruit did reach,
Whose sappy liquor, that with fulnesse sweld,
Into her cup she scruzd, with daintie breach
Of her fine fingers, without fowle empeach,
That so faire wine-presse made the wine more sweet:
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aut prodesse volunt aut delectare poetae

aut simul et iucunda et idonea dicere vitae

omne tulit punctum qui miscuit utile dulci

lectorem delectando pariterque monendo
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TridtHe 5, HlAE, 1583 FELHE AN, 1595 iR & 17z Philip Sidney
D Defence of Poesie DT & _FEXd Horatius DX E & 13 & A ER CFiRAME
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. Poetrie ever sets vertue so out in her best cullours, . . . that one

must needs be enamoured of her.

FHRIVOLEFIEEOEVAIREZDT, .. BAFIRES LT FOEFIIEN
TLE S0P

I I TkEHEE I, FAFEHEMIIC, %L TEF% pander KIEEFLATW
%, FEBROFIKIL, Horatius DFSIIFATH Y, D Sidney DA ITF &
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[@ U Sidney DX &M S b5 —2, HOBRICEKR LTV EEHERTHL
W

. he [Poet] doth not only shew the way, but giveth so sweete a pro-
spect into the way, as will entice anie man to enter into it: Nay he doth
as if your journey should lye through a faire vineyard, at the verie first,
give you a cluster of grapes, that full of that taste, you may long to passe

further.
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DELAZMHREL TR LD, MESNIDTH S,

s, FQE2EME 2~ ¥ v John Milton DKOBRIZAD TH -
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Which was the reason why our sage and serious Poet Spencer, whom 1
dare be known to think a better teacher then Scotus or Aquinas, describ-
ing true temperance under the person of Guion, brings him in with his
palmer through the cave of Mammon, and the bowr of earthly blisse that
he might see and know, and yet abstain. Since therefore the knowledge
and survay of vice is in this world so necessary to the constituting of
human vertue, and the scanning of error to the confirmation of truth, how
can we more safely, and with lesse danger scout into the regions of sin
and falsity then by reading all manner of tractats and hearing all manner
of reason? And this is the benefit which may be had of books promiscu-
ously read.
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Him [Merlin] oft and oft I askt in priuitie,
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That I was sonne and heire vnto a king,
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Ripe Apples drop about my head;
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The Luscious Clusters of the Vine
Upon my Mouth do crush their Wine;
The Nectaren, and curious Peach,

Into my hands themselves do reach;
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