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The greatest benefit we owe to the artist, whether painter, poet, or novelist, is the ex-
tension of our sympathies. . . . Art is the nearest thing to life; it is a mode of amplify-
ing experience and extending our contact with our fellow-men beyond the bounds of
our personal lot. All the more sacred is the task of the artist when he undertakes to
paint the life of the People. Falsification here is far more pernicious than in the
more artificial aspects of life. It is not so very serious that we should have false ideas
about evanescent fashions - about the manners and conversation of beaux and
duchesses; but it 7s serious that our sympathy with the perennial joys and struggles,
the toil, the tragedy, and the humour in the life of our more heavily-laden fellow-
men, should be perverted, and turned towards a false object instead of the true one.
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But, my dear madam, it is so very large a majority of your fellow-countrymen that
are of this insignificant stamp. At least eighty out of a hundred of your adult male
fellow-Britons returned in the last census are neither extraordinarily silly, nor ex-
traordinarily wicked, nor extraordinarily wise; their eyes are neither deep and liquid
with sentiment, nor sparkling with suppressed witticisms; they have probably had
no hairbreadth escapes or thrilling adventures; their brains are certainly not preg-
nant with genius, and their passions have not manifested themselves at all after the
fashion of a volcano. They are simply men of complexions more or less muddy,
whose conversation is more or less bald and disjointed. Yet these commonplace peo-
ple - many of them — bear a conscience, and have felt the sublime prompting to do
the painful right; they have their unspoken sorrows, and their sacred joys; their
hearts have perhaps gone out towards their first-born, and they have mourned over
the irreclaimable dead. Nay, is there not a pathos in their very insignificance — in
our comparison of their dim and narrow existence with the glorious possibilities of
that human nature which they share? (& 5%)7
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You would even perhaps have been rather scandalized if she had descended from the
serene dignity of being to the assiduous unrest of doing. Happy the man, you would
have thought, whose eye will rest on her in the pauses of his fireside reading —
whose hot aching forehead will be soothed by the contact of her cool soft hand —
who will recover himself from dejection at his mistakes and failures in the loving
light of her unreproaching eyes! (% 2 &)
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A loving woman’s world lies within the four walls of her own home; and it is only
through her husband that she is in any electric communication with the world
beyond. Mrs Simpkins may have looked scornfully at her, but baby crows and holds
out his little arms none the less blithely; Mrs Tomkins may have left off calling on
her, but her husband comes home none the less to receive her care and caresées; it
has been wet and gloomy out of doors to-day, but she has looked well after the shirt
buttons, has cut out baby’s pinafores, and half finished Willy’s blouse. (5§ 7 &)
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“My dear — dear — husband — you have been — very — good to me. You — have —

made me — very — happy.” (& 8%&)
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