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.. one salt river that had store of oisters vpon the branches of the trees, & were
very salt & wel tasted. Al their oisters grow vpon those boughs and spraies, and
not on the ground: the like is commonlie seene in the West Indies and else where.
This tree is described by Andrewe Theuet in his french Awntartique, and the forme
figured in his booke as a plante verye strange, and by Plinie in his XII. booke of
his naturall historie. But in this Ilande, as also in Guiana there are verie manie

of them.¥
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But it pleased not God so much to fauour me at this time:...if any else
shalbe enabled thereunto, and conquere the same, I assure him thus much, he
shall performe more then euer was done in Mexico by Cortez, or in Peri by
Pacaro, whereof the one conquered the Empire of Mutezuma, the other of Guascar,
and Afabalipa. ...
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Carta de velacio[n) .... En la qluall haze velacio[n] dle] las tierras y
proviln Jcias sin cueln]to qluel ha descubierto nueuamente...En Especial haze
relacio (n] de una grandissima provincia muy vica llamada Culua: y de grandes

ciudades y de maravillosas edificaciones. . . .»
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Todo el servicio de su casa, mesa, y cozina era de ovo, y de plata, y quando
menos de plata, y cobre por mas rezio. Tenia en su recamara estatuas huecas de oro
que parecian gigantes, y las figuras al propio, v tamano de quanlos animales, aues,
arboles, y yeruas produze la tierra, y de quantos peces cria la mar y aguas de sus
reynos. Tenia assi mesmo sogas, costales, cestas, y troxes de oro y plata, vimeros de
palos de ovo, que pareciessen lenna raiada para quemar. En fin no auia cosa en su
tierra, que no la tuuiesse de ovo comtrahecha: y aun dizen, que tenian los Ingas vn
vergel en vna Isla cerca de la Puna, donde se yuan a holgar, quando quevian mar,
que tenia la ortaliza, las floves, y arboles de oro 'y plata, inuencion y grandeza hasta

entonces nunca vista. . . .

That is, All the vessels of his house, table, and kitchin were of Gold and
Siluer, and the meanest of siluer and copper for strength and hardnes of the met-
tal. He had in his wardroppe hollow statues of golde which seemed giants, and
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the figures in proportion and bignes of all the beastes, birdes, trees and hearbes,
that the earth bringeth forth: and of all the fishes that sea or waters of his
kingdome breedeth. Hee had also ropes, budgets, chestes and troughs of golde
and siluer, heapes of billets of golde that seemed woode, marked out to burne.
Finally there was nothing in his countrey, whereof hee had not the counterfeat in
gold. Yea and they say, The Ingas had a garden of pleasure in an Iland neere

Puna, where they went to recreate themselues, when they would take the ayre of
the sea, which had all kind of garden hearbes, flowers and trees of Gold and

Siluer, an inuention, & magnificence til then neuer seene. ...V
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There the most daintie Paradise on ground,
It selfe doth offer to his sober eye,
In which all pleasures plenteously abound,

The art, which all that wrought, appeared in no place.'®
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...at the times of their solemne feasts when the Emperor carowseth with his
Captayns, tributories, & gouernours, the manner is thus. All those that pledge
him are first stripped naked, & their bodies annoynted al ouer with a kinde of
white Balsamum : . . .certaine seruants of the Emperor hauing prepared gold made
into fine powder blow it thorow hollow canes upd their naked bodies, untill they
be al shining from the foote to the head, & in this sort they sit drinking by
twenties and hundreds & continue in drunkenness sometimes six or seuen days
togither: the same is also confirmed by a letter written into Spaine which was
intercepted, which master Robert Dudley told me he had seen.!®
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When three daies more were ouergone, our companies began to despaire, the
weather being extreame hot, the riuer bordered with verie high trees that kept
away the aire, and the currant against vs euery daie stronger than other: But we
euermore commanded our pilots to-promise an end the next daie, and vsed it so
long as we were driuen to assure them from fower reaches of the riuer to three,

and so to two, and so to the next reach.?
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