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1 Jean Fagan Yellin, “Hawthorne and the Slavery Question,” A Historical
Guide to Nathaniel Hawthorne ed. Larry J. Reynolds (Oxford University Press,
2001) 135-164.
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To point out the moral slavery of one who deems himself a freeman.
(Wednesday, June 1st, 1842)

- A moral philosopher to buy a slave, or otherwise get possession of a
human being, and to use him for the sake of experiment, by trying the
operation of a certain vice on him. (Wednesday, June 1st, 1842)
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Sketch of a person, who, by strength of character, or assistant
circumstances, has reduced another to absolute slavery and
dependence on him. Then show, that the person who appears to be the
master, must inevitably be at least as much a slave, if not more, than
the other. All slavery is reciprocal, on the supposition most favorable
to the rulers. (Saturday, July 27th, 1844) *
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2 Nathaniel Hawthorne, The American Notebooks, ed. Claude M. Simpson (the
Ohio State University Press, 1932) 236-253.
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3 Nathaniel Hawthorne, The House of Seven Gables ed. Seymour L.Gross (New
York: W. W. Norton & Company, Inc., 1967). This text is that of the Centenary
Edition of the Works of Nathaniel Hawthorne produced at the Ohio State
University Center for Textual Studies. . /EFDOFIHIZETIDOIIZE 5,
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4 David Leverenz, Manhood and the American Renaissance (Ithaca and
London: Cornell University Press, 1989) 91.

5 Amy Schranger Lang, The Syntax of Class: Writing Inequality In Nineteenth-
Century America (Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2003) 1.
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As Alice came into the room, her eyes fell upon the carpenter, ....clad in
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a green,woollen jacket, a pair of loose breeches, open at the knees, and
with a long pocket for his rule, the end of which protruded; it was as
proper a mark of the artizan’s calling, as Mr. Pyncheon’s full-dress
sword, of that gentleman’s aristocratic pretensions. A glow of artistic
approval brightened over Alice Pyncheon’s face; she was struck with
admiration—which she made no attempt to conceal—of the remarkable
comeliness, strength, and energy of Maule’s figure. But that admiring
glance (which most other men, perhaps, would have cherished as a
sweet recollection, all through life) the carpenter never forgave. It
must have been the devil himself that made Maule so subtile in his

perception. (201)
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“Does the girl look at me as if I were a brute beast!” thought he, setting
his teeth. “She shall know whether I have a human spirit; and the
worse for her, if it prove stronger than her own!” (201)

BLED & 5 7 B & VRS SE8E L 72 =AD&V OB % IE L 8
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Setting aside all advantages of rank, this fair girl deemed herself
conscious of a power—combined of beauty, high, unsullied purity, and
the preservative force of womanhood—that could make her sphere

6 Lang, 36. “Maule, “standing erect” with his carpenter’s rule “protrudlingl”

from his pocket, takes “possession” of Alice while her father averts his eyes.”
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impenetrable, unless betrayed by treachery within. She instinctively
knew, it may be, that some sinister or evil potency was now striving to
pass her barriers; nor would she decline the contest. So Alice put
woman’ might against man’s might; a match not often equal, on the

part of woman. (203)
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But alas, for the beautiful, the gentle, yet too haughty Alice! A power,
that she little dreamed of, had laid its grasp upon her maiden soul. A
will, most unlike her own, constrained her to do its grotesque and
fantastic bidding. Her father, as it proved, had martyred his poor child
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to an inordinate desire for measuring his land by miles, instead of
acres. And, therefore, while Alice Pyncheon lived, she was Maule’s
slave, in a bondage more humiliating, a thousand-fold, than that which
binds its chain around the body. (208. Italics mine)
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In the fantasy, an observant and embittered Maule recongnizes in the
“pure” Alice Pyncheon an unacknowledged sexual attraction which he
enflames into a violent physical passion. Alice,...is controlled by
internal, but invisible forces—invisible because denied. In this case it is
her own sexual nature, whose responsiveness is evident to Maule, that
she refuses to recognize....Her inability to conceive of such internal
treachery—her distorted self-understanding—delivers her to Maule. Like
all Pyncheons, she rejects, suppresses, or denies the forces of passion
and impulse that underly human nature. Her later torments, too,
result from the continued frustration of this inadmissible and yet
obvious passion....she is killed, aptly enough, by the irrevocable loss of
her passion’s object when Maule marries.”

7 ADOEKNPEREBIZIONWTONRL, AOHBII AL ) FHLDOTIRH S
B BBELANRL DR EDY =B AL P — 2L BN WD,

7  Nina Baym, “Hawthorne’s Holgrave: The Failure of the Artist-Hero,” Critical
Essays on Hawthorne’s The House of the Seven Gables ed. Bernard Rosenthal
(New York: G. K. Hall & Co., 1995) 66.
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It shows, first, the myriad traumas owners and their agents inflicted
upon slaves. Bloody whippings and rapes constituted ground zero of
the enslaved condition, but in addition, slaves were subject to a whole
series of soul-murdering psychological violations: destruction of
families, abandonment of children, sexual harassment, verbal abuse,
humiliation, contempt. Jacobs details the physical violence so common
in her Southern world, but she especially stresses the assault on

slaves’ psyches.®
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8 Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl Written by Herself ed.
Nell Irwin Painter (Penguin Books, 2000) ix.

9 Jacobs i3 “this bad institution” (782), “their peculiar institution” (790),
“this wicked system” (798) &#hEL CT\w5b,
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