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O for a muse of fire, that would ascend

The brightest heaven of invention,

A kingdom for a stage, princes to act,

And monarchs to behold the swelling scene.

Then should the warlike Harry, like himself,

Assume the port of Mars, and at his heels

(Leashed in, like hounds) should famine, sword and fire
Crouch for employment. But pardon, gentles all,

The flat unraised spirits, that hath dared,
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On this unworthy scaffold, to bring forth

So great an object. Can this cockpit hold

The vasty fields of France? Or may we cram

Within this wooden O the very casques

That did affright the air at Agincourt?

Oh, pardon: since a crooked figure may

Attest in little place a million,

And let us, ciphers to this great account,

On your imaginary forces work.

Suppose within the girdle of these walls

Are now confined two mighty monarchies,

Whose high upreared and abutting fronts

The perilous narrow ocean parts asunder.

Piece out our imperfections with your thoughts.

Into a thousand parts divide one man,

And make imaginary puissance.

Think when we talk of horses that you see them

Printing their proud hooves i’th’receiving earth,

For ’tis your thoughts that now must deck our kings,

Carry them here and there, jumping o’er times,

Turning th’accomplishment of many years

Into an hour-glass. For the which supply

Admit me Chorus to this history,

Who, Prologue-like, your humble patience pray,

Gently to hear, kindly to judge our play.
(Prologue 1-34)
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(Suppose within the girdle of these walls/ Are now confined two mighty
monarchies,... (19-20), Think, when we talk of horses, that you see them/ Printing
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Ly BERP I —FAROO ) THEIEZ L) ELTWE I L LIZIEH
ZiE, PEBEANETE 2 T A BB ESITOEMTH Y., b FFITIND
5179 REABIEOREBGITH-TH ot wy 2L Tthb, #hid. B
BEORBI~NOEFETHLHELEHIT, ZORRE LTH D, £ THEIES
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Macbeth O#IZF]# L7z Duncan & Banquo &, EARDEMD 72T F
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DUNCAN This castle hath a pleasant seat; the air
Nimbly and sweetly recommends itself
Unto our gentle senses.
BANQUO This guest of summer,
The temple-haunting martlet, does approve
By his loved mansionary that the heaven’s breath
Smells wooingly here. No jutty, frieze,
Buttress, nor coign of vantage but this bird
Hath made his pendent bed and procreant cradle;
Where they most breed and haunt, I have observed
The air is delicate.
(I. vi. 1-10)
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GLOUCESTER When shall I come to th’top of that same hill?

EDGAR You do climb up it now. Look how we labour.

GLOUCESTER Methinks the ground is even.

EDGAR Horrible steep.
Hark, do you hear the sea?

GLOUCESTER No, truly.

EDGAR Why, then your other sesnes grow imperfect
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By your eyes’ anguish.
GLOUCESTER So may it be indeed.
Methinks thy voice is altered, and thou speak’st
In better phrase and matter than thou didst.
EDGAR Y’are much deceived. In nothing am I changed
But in my garments.
GLOUCESTER Methinks y’are better spoken.
EDGAR Come on, sir, here’s the place. Stand still. How fearful
And dizzy ’tis to cast one’s eyes so low.
The crows and choughs that wing the midway air
Show scarce so gross as beetles. Half-way down
Hangs one that gathers samphire, dreadful trade!
Methinks he seems no bigger than his head.
The fishermen that walk upon the beach
Appear like mice, and yon tall anchoring barque
Diminished to her cock; her cock, a buoy
Almost too small for sight. The murmuring surge,
That on th'unnumbered idle pebble chafes,
Cannot be heard so high. I'll look no more,
Lest my brain turn and the deficient sight
Topple down headlong.
GLOUCESTER Set me where you stand.
EDGAR Give me your hand. You are now within a foot
Of th’extreme verge. For all beneath the moon
Would I not leap upright.
GLOUCESTER Let go my hand.
Here, friend, ’s another purse: in it, a jewel
Well worth a poor man’s taking. Fairies and gods
Prosper it with thee. Go thou further off.
Bid me farewell, and let me hear thee going.
EDGAR Now fare ye well, good sir. '
GLOUCESTER With all mt heart.
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EDGAR [Aside] Why I do trifle thus with his despair
Is done to cure it.

GOUCESTER|[Kneels] O you mighty gods!
This world I do renounce, and in your sights

Shake patiently my great affliction off.

If I could bear it longer and not fail

To quarrel with your great opposeless wills,

My snuff and loathed part of nature should
Burn itself out. If Edgar live, O bless him
Now, fellow, fare thee well.

EDGAR
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Gone, sir; farewell.
[Gloucester throws himself forward and falls]
(IV.v. 1-41)
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GLOUCESTER ...
Dost thou know Dover?
EDGAR Ay, master.
GLOUCESTER There is a cliff whose high and bending head
Looks fearfully in the confined deep.
Bring me to the very brim of it,
And TI'll repair the misery thou dost bear
With something rich about me. From that place
I shall no leading need.

EDGAR Give me thy arm
Poor Tom shall lead thee.
Exeunt.
(IV. 1. 66-74)
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WKH LT, ZFRA—=PEADOEREIZOWT T HE (“Why, then your other
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(“crows and choughs” (13))] % HZCRUTE, BOEARITIE MER) 2] T
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Thbo BT, TN —DMEOHEIMBY) DHDTH 5B L& BEIHE
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LML TWAI KA —DOfEH (“Why I do trifle thus with his despair/ Is done to
cure it.” (32-33)) THbo LNLEFDIIICLTZ N T —DEEDEBIEZIE
>Thy ZHAZ =PV BEROERIBE,HHER LI L1XdIER%
Vo EOHEENDIHPS I, FURY —HHRRE LTI FH— 0%l L #5
BB L BERT LA, EBICE L VHE (BEMIE. PR ES)
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) HBIEE BRMIC, I THBIEIIEEI TR A T AR & LT
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EDGAR
Ho, you sir, friend! Hear you sir? Speak!

[Aside] Thus might he pass indeed. Yet he revives.—

What are you, sir?
GLOUCESTER Away, and let me die.

EDGAR Hadst thou been aught but gossamer, feathers, air,

So many fathom down precipitating,

Thou’dst shivered like an egg. But thou dost breathe,
Hast heavy substance, bleed’st not, speak’st, art sound.

Ten masts at each make not the altitude
Which thou hast perpendicularly fell.
Thy life’s miracle. Speak yet again.
GLOUCESTER But have I fall’'n or no?
EDGAR From the dread summit of this chalky bourn.
Look up a-height: the shrill-gorged lark so far
Cannot be seen or heard; do but look up.
GLOUCESTER Alack, I have no eyes.
Is wretchedness deprived that benefit
To end itself by death? 'Twas yet some comfort
When misery could beguile the tyrant’s rage
And frustrate his proud will.

EDGAR Give me your arm.
Up; so. How is’t? Feel you your legs? You stand.

GLOUCESTER Too well, too well.

EDGAR This is above all strangeness.

Upon the crown o’th’cliff what thing was that
Which parted from you?
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GLOUCESTER A poor unfortunate beggar.
EDGAR As I stood here below, methought his eyes
Were two full moons. He had a thousand noses,
Horns whelked and waved like the enraged sea.
It was some fiend. Therefore, thou happy father,
Think that the clearest gods, who make them honours
Of men’s impossibilities, have preserved thee.
GLOUCESTER 1 do remember now. Henceforth I'll bear
Affliction till it do cry out itself
‘Enough, enough’, and die. That thing you speak of,
I took it for a man. Often ‘twould say
‘The fiend, the fiend!” He led me to that place.
EDGAR Bear free and patient thoughts.
(IV. v. 46-80)
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