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1 Herman Melville, Typee: A Peep at Polynesian Life (New York: Penguin Books, 1996). ./
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“\This Penguin Classics edition reprints the 1968 N N text in its entirety.
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As I extended my wanderings in the valley and grew more familiar with
the habits of its inmates, I was fain to confess that, despite the disadvantages
of his condition, the Polynesian savage, surrounded by all the luxurious provi-
sions of nature, enjoyed an infinitely happier, though certainly a less intellec-
tual existence, than the self-complacent European....But the voluptuous
Indian, with every desire supplied, whom Providence has bountifully provided
with all the sources of pure and natural enjoyment, and from whom are re-
moved so many of the ills and pains of life — what has he to desire at the
hands of Civilization? . ...

But it will be urged that these shocking unprincipled wretches are canni-

bals. Very true; ...But they are such only when they seek to gratify the
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passion of revenge upon their enemies; and I ask whether the mere eating of
human flesh so very far exceeds in barbarity that custom which only a few
years since was practised in enlightened England: — a convicted traitor, per-
haps a man found guilty of honesty, patriotism, and suchlike heinous crimes,
had his head lopped off with a huge axe, . ...

The term “Savage” is, I conceive, often misapplied, and indeed when I
consider the vices, cruelties, and enormities of every kind that spring up in the
tainted atmosphere of a feverish civilization, I am inclined to think that so far
as the relative wickedness of the parties is concerned, four or five Marquesan
Islanders sent to the United States as Missionaries might be quite as useful as
an equal number of Americans despatched to the Islands in a similar capacity.
(Ch. 17, 124-126)
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2 Mitchell Breitwieser, “False Sympathy in Melville’s Typee,” Herman Melville: A /
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 Collection of Critical Essays, ed. Myra Jehlen (New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1994) 21.

3 Herman Melville, Moby-Dick or The Whale ed. Harrison Hayford, Hershel Parker and
G. Thomas Tanselle (Evanston and Chicago: Northwestern University Press and the
Newberry Library, 1988).
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Consider the subtleness of the sea; how its most dreaded creatures glide
under water, unapparent for the most part, and treacherously hidden beneath
the loveliest tints of azure. Consider also the devilish brilliance and beauty of
many of its most remorseless tribes, as the dainty embellished shape of many
species of sharks. Consider, once more, the universal cannibalism of the sea;
all whose creatures prey upon each other, carrying on eternal war since the
world began.

Consider all this; and then turn to this green, gentle, and most docile
earth; consider them both, the sea and the land; and do you not find a strange
analogy to something in yourself? For as this appalling ocean surrounds the
verdant land, so in the soul of man there lies one insular Tahiti, full of peace and
joy, but encompassed by all the horrors of the half known life. God keep thee!
Push not off from the isle, thou canst never return! (Ch. 58,274) (Italics mine)
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4 “Under cover of a similar pretence, have the outrages and massacres at Tahiti the

beautiful, the queen of the South Seas, been perpetrated.” (Ch. 3 p. 18)
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And thus, though surrounded by circle upon circle of consternations and
affrights, did these inscrutable creatures at the centre freely and fearlessly
indulge in all peaceful concernments; yea, serenely revelled in dalliance and
delight. But even so, amid the tornadoed Atlantic of my being, do I myself still
for ever centrally disport in mute calm; and while ponderous planets of
unwaning woe revolve round me, deep down and deep inland there I still bathe
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me in eternal mildness of joy. (Ch. 87, 388-389)
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5 Herman Melville, Billy Budd, Sailor (An Inside Narrative) ed. Harrison Hayford and
Merton M. Sealts, Jr. (Chicago & London: The University of Chicago Press, 1962).
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A somewhat remarkable instance recurs to me. In Liverpool, now half a
century ago, I saw under the shadow of the great dingy street-wall of
Prince’s Dock. . . . a common sailor so intensely black that he must needs have
been a native African of the unadulterate blood of Ham — a symmetric figure
much above the average height. The two ends of a gay silk handkerchief
thrown loose about the neck danced upon the displayed ebony of his chest. . .
his face, lustrous with perspiration, beamed with barbaric good humor. In jovial
sallies right and left, his white teeth flashing into view, he rollicked along, the
center of a company of his shipmates. These were made up of such an assort-
ment of tribes and complexions as would have well fitted them to be marched
up by Anacharsis Cloots before the bar of the first French Assembly as
Representatives of the Human Race. (43)

Not that like children Billy was incapable of conceiving what death really
is. No, but he was wholly without irrational fear of it, a fear more prevalent in
highly civilized communities than those so-called barbarous ones which in all
respects stand nearer to unadulterate Nature. And, as elsewhere said, a bar-
barian Billy radically was — as much so, for all the costume, as his country-
men the British captives, living trophies, made to march in the Roman triumph
of Germanicus. Quite as much so as those later barbarians, young men proba-
bly, and picked specimens among the earlier British converts to Christianity,
at least nominally such, taken to Rome (as today converts from lesser isles of
the sea may be taken to London), of whom the Pope of that time, admiring the
strangeness of their personal beauty so unlike the Italian stamp, their clear
ruddy complexion and curled flaxen locks, exclaimed, “Angles” (meaning
English, the modern derivative), “Angles, do you call them? And is it because
they look so like angels?”. . ...

Billy listened, but less out of awe or reverence, perhaps, than from a
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certain natural politeness, ... And this sailor way of taking clerical discourse
is not wholly unlike the way in which the primer of Christianity, full of tran-
scendent miracles, was received long ago on tropic isles by any superior sav-
age, so called — a Tahitian, say, of Captain Cook’s time or shortly after that
time. Out of natural courtesy he received, but did not appropriate. It was like
a gift placed in the palm of an outreached hand upon which the fingers do not
close. (120-121)
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Such an episode in the Island’s grand naval story her naval historians
naturally abridge, one of them (William James) candidly acknowledging that
fain would he pass it over did not “impartiality forbid fastidiousness.” And yet
his mention is less a narration than a reference, having to do hardly at all with
details. Nor are these readily to be found in the libraries. Like some other
events in every age befalling states everywhere, including America, the Great
Mutiny was of such character that national pride along with views of policy
would fain shade it off into the historical background. Such events cannot be
ignored, but there is a considerate way of historically treating them. If a well-
constituted individual refrains from blazoning aught amiss or calamitous in his
family, a nation in the like circumstance may without reproach be equally dis-
creet. (55) (Italics mine)
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6 C. N. Manlove, “An Organic Hesitancy: Theme and Style in Billy Budd,” New
Perspectives on Melville ed. Faith Pullin (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1978)
276-2717.
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Captain Vere in end may have developed the passion sometimes latent
under an exterior stoical or indifferent. He was old enough to have been
Billy’s father. The austere devotee of military duty, letting himself melt back
into what remains primeval in our formalized humanity, may in end have
caught Billy to his heart, even as Abraham may have caught young Isaac on the
brisk of resolutely offering him up in obedience to the exacting behest. But
there is no telling the sacrament, seldom if in any case revealed to the gadding
world, wherever under circumstances at all akin to those here attempted to be
set forth two of great Nature’s nobler order embrace. There is privacy at the
time, inviolable to the survivor; and holy oblivion, the sequal to each diviner
magnanimity, providentially covers all at last. (115)

74 7T U T HIMNNL S A M A MFFR 2 B, SO &S hicy —viTo

T H. Bruce Franklin, “From Empire to Empire: Billy Budd, Sailor,” Herman Melville:
Reassessments ed. A. Robert Lee (London: Vision Press Limited, 1984) 202-206.
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