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CONTROL OF TERRITORY IN THE SPRING AND
AUTUMN PERIOD: CONCERNING
THE CONTROL OF THE YI &

TsucHIGUCHI Fuminori

The development of the territorial control in the pre-Qin period has been
understood in terms of the process of the organization and development of the
commandery and district system B in the Qin-Han era. During the Spring
and Autumn period the appearance of the district, xian %%, in contrast to the
traditional yi & (a general term for towns), has been regarded as the
commencement of the new system of control and attention has been concentrated
on clarifying its characteristics and the differences between it and the Qin-Han
commandery and district system. Nevertheless, because previous studies have
been limited to an examination of the xian alone, the special character of the xian
has been overly emphasized. On the other hand, as there have been few studies
examining yi outside the xian, these results have not been sufficiently related to
the results of studies of the xian. Armed with an awareness of these problems,
this article chiefly addresses territorial control in the Spring and Autumn period
and the control of the yi in particular.

In the first section, after systematically reviewing the history of the field, I
indicate the various issues therein and express doubts about the belief of that xian
and yi differed systematically. At the same time, I assert the necessity of a wide-
ranging general study of the yi.

In the second section, I first confirm the manner in which the territory of the
states of feudal princes was referred to in the literature of the day. Then, I
explore the nature of the right to rule exercised over the y: that formed the
territory. Ideally, the right to rule all the y; within the territory belonged to the
ruler of the state, but in reality it was a simple matter for subjects to establish
private territory. Under such circumstances, I discuss the method by which those
who ruled in regions removed from the capitals and those who ruled states sought
to build solidarity.

In the third section, I focus on incidents of revolt in the yi and elucidate the
character of the yiren & N, the subjects who were ruled in the yi. The yiren were
a fluid group that might easily collaborate with the rebels, and right to rule of the

— 7 —



national state hardly permeate down to their level. In addition, yi on the margins
of territories % (in the borderlands) were the first line of defense and important
communication routes, and nevertheless there was a tendency for them to
frequently become the vital points of rebellion. From this it can be seen that the
methods of controlling distant locations was at that time extremely
underdeveloped.

In the fourth section, I examine the military role of the yi. Heretofore the
military role of the xian has been emphasized exclusively, but there was no
distinction between the xian and the y; in terms of advances in military
functionality, which was a universal phenomenon at the time. Here, I focus in
particular on military mobilization from the yi. Although the yi that would be the
object of military mobilization were geographically limited, it can be considered to
have functioned as an efficient means of controlling the yiren since it was
necessary to forcefully implement military mobilization. Then, military mobilization
in this manner became a turning point leading to the amelioration of the instability
of yi rule and promoting the strengthening of control.

THE TWENTY-FOURTH YEAR OF QIANLONG (1759):
THE BORDER FORMED BY GUANGZHOU
AND AOMEN (MACAO)

MURAO Susumu

Following the suppression of the Zheng &} X, five ports including Guangzhou
and Xiamen JE[ (Amoy) were opened to civilian trade and maritime customs
were established. As a result foreign merchants were able to freely visit the five
ports and as long as they were within the port cities, the merchants were able to
do as they pleased. Furthermore, since they often transported Catholic
missionaries, the missionaries were thereafter freely able to enter and leave the
country through the five ports, move about, and settle in various places.

The first signs of a change appeared twenty years after the ports were
opened in the 43" year of the reign of Kangxi (1704). Until that time, the British
merchant ships that carried out trade, voyaging along the southeastern coast at
Zhoushan #FIll and Guangzhou, and particularly at Xiamen (Amoy), willingly
abandoned Zhoushan and Xiamen, and thereafter it became customary for them to
visit only the port of Guangzhou. Subsequently, the decisive exclusion of
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