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PLANS OF CAVE XVIII

PLATE
I HORIZONTAL SECTION CAVE XVIII
II VERTICAL SECTION (Seen from East)

III VERTICAL SECTION (Seen from West)
v ELEVATION OF SOUTH WALL
v ELEVATION OF EAST WALL
VI ELEVATION OF WEST WALL
v ELEVATION OF NORTH WALL
VIII 1+ VERTICAL SECTION (Seen from North), n CEILING
m PLAN OF WINDOW FLOOR, ma VERTICAL SECTION
IX | NORTH WALL, HEAD OF MAIN STANDING BUDDHA (from West),
1A (Front)

X 1 NORTH WALL, LEFT ATTENDANT BODHISATTVA, UPPER PART (from West),
1A (from South)

XI 1 WEST WALL, HEAD OF RIGHT ATTENDANT BUDDHA (from South),
1A RIGHT HAND (from East), 18 (from North)
n EAST WALL, HEAD OF LEFT ATTENDANT BUDDHA (from West),
1A RIGHT HAND (from West), 1B (from South)

XII + NORTH WALL, LEFT HAND OF MAIN STANDING BUDDHA (from West), IA (from South)
n SOUTH WALL, WEST LOWER PART, STANDING BUDDHA
XIII 1 NORTH WALL, EAST PART, GREAT DISCIPLE 3 (from West), 1o (from South)

I NORTH WALL, EAST PART, GREAT DISCIPLE 2 (from West), na (from South)

XIV 1| NORTH WALL, EAST PART, GREAT DISCIPLE 4 (from West), 1A (from South)
n NORTH WALL, EAST PART, GREAT DISCIPLE 5 (from West), 1o (from South)
m NORTH WALL, EAST PART, GREAT DISCIPLE 1 (from West), WA (from South)
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Fig. 5 Original Drawing, West Wall, Upper Part and Lower Part
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Fig. 6 Original Drawing, South Wall, Upper Part and Lower Part
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Fig. 7 North Wall, Main Standing Buddha
Ml b BE A % 6 3L B



b= - o AN G[2) % )

Fig. 8 North Wall, East Part
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Fig. 9 West Wall, Lower Part
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Fig. 10 South Wall, West Part
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THE DRAWINGS OF CAVE XVIII

Of all the caves at Yiin-kang the oldest and the most majestic are the Five Caves of
T’an-yao. A full-scale survey of these caves was mounted in 1941 during the Fourth
Archaeological Expedition to Yiin-kang. The responsibility for the mensuration of the Five
Caves was divided as follows: Cave XVI, Yoshiaki Shiota; Cave XVII, Yoshitaka Suzuki;
Cave XVIII, Seiichi Mizuno; Cave XIX, Masao Kitano; and Cave XX, Toshio Nagahiro.
On June 27 of that year the work commenced with the task of establishing a common base
line for the Five Caves. On July 1 a base line was established for Cave XVIII, and using
it as the standard level, the other surveys were initiated from July 5 on. The drawing up
of the floor plan of Cave XVIII was at first carried out by Mizuno with the cooperation of
Shiota, and later Mizuno on his own tentatively finished the project on July 14. Continuing
the next day, the survey of the walls began at the north and moved to the west and then
to the east wall. At the end of August Uichi Okazaki joined the expedition and surveyed
the south wall. In early September measurements of the arched entrance and the window
began; the window survey was concluded about September 11.

On July 4, 1942, the Fifth Expedition continued the work of the previous year with surveys
of the east and south walls. At the end of July Shigeo Tanaka {at that time surnamed
Takayanagi) joined the team and worked on the entire face of the north wall, and on August
1 the survey of the Main Standing Buddha finally commenced. The joint work of Mizuno
and Tanaka thus continued until September 22 when the survey of Cave XVIII was finished.
Collation of the resulting data and drawings began, but each time a problem arose, the area
in question was remeasured afresh.

Of the Five Caves of T’an-yao the surveys of Cave XVIII, as well as those of Caves
XVI and XX were completed at about the same time in 1942 while those for Caves XVII
and XIX were concluded in 1943. The measurements of the Left and Right Attendant
Buddhas of Cave XVII, however, were not finished. All of the field drawings were carried
back to Japan except for the drawings for Cave XVIII which in the end were put into the
hands of Shigeo Tanaka who had cooperated with Mizuno on the survey and who planned
to stay on at the site following the Seventh Expedition in 1944. Mizuno, of course, poured
his energy into organizing the field drawings and entrusted them to Tanaka expecting that
they would be completed perfectly. But unfortunately, the Seventh Expedition in 1944 was
the last investigation: during August of the next year the end of the war was upon us.

Amid the chaos at the end of the war Tanaka went back and forth between Yiin-kang
and Ta-t'ung, and with great difficulty he rescued the original field drawings. On Sep-
tember 1 boarding an evacuation train, he left Ta-t'ung wvia the Shih-chia-chiiang-T ai-yiian
Line. At length on October 4 he found his way to T’ai-yiian, but it was the end of October
before he passed through Shih-chia-chilang and came to Feng-t’ai near Peking. There he
discovered that the drawings along with his personal baggage were loaded on a freight car
which had been left in T’ai-ylian. Returning to T’ai-yiian, he finally located the baggage

21



THE DRAWINGS OF CAVE XVIII

and the drawings against seemingly impossible odds. By the time he returned to Feng-t’ai
it was December 18. When he at last—after overcoming many more obstacles—carried the
drawings to Peking, he was denied permission to take them out of the country. Tanaka had
no choice but to board a repatriation ship at T’ang-ku and leave the drawings behind.

The drawings were seized by the Chinese government, and we became completely resigned
to their loss. In volume 12 of Yiin-kang, Mizuno and Nagahiro’s research report published
between 1951 and 1956, the drawings of Cave XVIII were said to have been lost at the end
of the war. Scarcely more than a horizontal section drawing was included in the research
report.

In 1957 when Mizuno visited Peking with the Japanese Archaeological Delegation headed
by the late Yoshito Harada, Kuo Mo-jo, President of the Academy of Sciences, returned the
drawings of Cave XVIII to him. It was undoubtedly a moving moment for Mizuno who for
more than ten years had not been able to forget the loss of the drawings.

Fourteen years later in 1971 Professor Mizuno died of an illness. During his lifetime
these splendid drawings were never published in any form, but now, thanks to the efforts of
Mr. Tanaka, they are being published as a supplementary volume to Yiin-kang. Beginning
with President Kuo Mo-jo who, recognizing the value of these investigations, returned the
drawings, we are grateful to all the members of the Chinese Academy of Sciences for their
kindness. Truly there would be no greater pleasure than if this publication should con-
tribute even in the slightest to academic exchange between Japan and China.

It is now nearly forty years since the first expedition team began its work at Yiin-kang.
Of those involved in the investigation on the site, except for Mr. Tanaka, I am the only
member who is still affiliated with this Research Institute. Therefore it has been my
responsibility to prepare the text for this volume.

Takeo HIBINO
Translated by Alfreda MURCK
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