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A Psychological Study on the Reasons why Elementary
School Children Like “Pocket Monster” : From the

Questionnaire on Children’ s Most Favorite Characters

MIYAJIMA Yufu

This study examines the reasons why many elementary school children love “Pocket
Monster” (Pokemon). Pokemon is a sum of monster characters and is the most popular
character among children these days. Children can get these monsters and put them into
small balls in the Pokemon game. They can acquire, collect, and grow them in the game.
In the study, elementary school children completed a questionnaire asking them to identify
their favorite characters and to write the reasons they liked them. The data were analyzed
by focusing on those who liked Pokemon, and the differences depending on sex and age
were analyzed. As a result, many children selected their favorite characters from a large
number of Pokemon characters according to their traits and special abilities or the children’
s impressions about Pokemon, such as “cool”, “strong”and “cute.” Especially, many boys
in lower and middle grades liked Pokemon because the characters have strong power.
Moreover, Pokemon was liked by children because the characters are not only strong,
but also cute. These results show that Pokemon can support children’s dependence and

independence by relating to their aggressiveness and tendency to be dependent.
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