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I FhofEz+=HKLTVa—2 (5.12)

The clock in one of the university towers began performing in a most unusual manner. It
would strike thirteen times at noon. At midnight it was content to strike the customary twelve
times, but at noon there would be that extra stroke. The deviation was quickly noticed and an
investigation was started. Clockmakers were called in to examine the mechanism. They
couldn’t make out what caused the thirteen strokes at noon. The bell itself was examined, but
there were no cords, or other contrivances, connected to it. The thing went along for quite a
while, a great mystery to be sure. It was solved by the villain’s being caught in the act. He
was a student, living on one of the upper floors of a house near by. Each noontime he sat at
the window of his room with a rifle. The clock struck twelve and then, with perfect timing,
the student pulled the trigger to create the thirteenth stroke. ( Joker 74)
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2. BEEICAY, BREAMEZATSYVa—7 (6.12)
Accompanied by Dr. Miller, he would walk into, say, a large barbershop. Ignoring the barbers
and the proprietor, Mr. Taylor would whip out a tape measure, a notebook and a pencil. He
would begin measuring off the whole front section of the shop, jotting down figures,
» murmuring to himself or addressing his remarks to Dr. Miller. “We'll put the brick partition
right through here,” he'd say. “By the way, when they deliver the brick, have 'em back the
truck across the sidewalk, take out this plate-glass window, and dump the stuff right in here.
Make it easier. Now, let me see.” By this time the proprietor of the shop would be moving in,
wide-eyed and wondering. “Right across this section,” Mr. Taylor would say, “will be the wall
closing off the women'’s toilets.” “Just a minute,” says the proprietor. “What the hell’s going on

” “

here.” “Don’t bother me now,” Mr. Taylor would say irritably. “Don’t bother you!’ the
proprietor would yell. Tm the proprietor of this place—what the hell you think you're doing,
anyhow?” “I'm simply working from the blueprints,” Mr. Taylor would say, “getting the
measurements for the alterations.” “What alterations?” from the excited proprietor. “How do I
know what alterations?” Mr. Taylor would say. “I'm only an engineer, working frbm the
blueprints, taking the measurements. Now, let’s see. I think the wash bowls ought to go right
about here and...” “What about my lease?” the proprietor would roar. “I wouldn't know nothin’
about your lease. I just follow orders and go according to the blueprints. Well, I think that
does it. Remember about the bricks—dump 'em right through this window.” And then Mr.

Taylor and Dr. Miller would walk briskly out of the place. ( Joker 262-63)
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3. EEEZIBED L) L LAMTFIY L LATHob I Va—2 (7/12)
On another occasion Sothern was walking in Regent Street with Stephen Fiske. Suddenly
Sothern suggested that they walk apart, and that they both enter the Atlas bus. When Fiske
got on the bus he found Sothern sitting opposite him. Fiske didn't know what the scheme
was, and looked questioningly toward his friend. Sothern immediately assumed a belligerent '
expression and said: “Are you staring at me, sir?” Fiske took the cue and responded: “No. If [
wanted to stare at anybody, I'd stare at a better-looking man than yourself.” At this remark‘
Sothern appeared to go into an uncontrollable rage. The other passengers on the bus were a
perfect audience for this sort of thing—a number of elderly ladies, two sedate gentlemen who
appeared to be clergymen, a farmer from the country. Sothern leaped to his feet preparatory
to attacking Fiske. The clergymen and the farmer rushed up and engaged in a violent struggle
with him, trying to keep him from fighting. When they got the bellicose Sothern quieted down,
he demanded that the bus be stopped and that Fiske step outside and take his medicine. “I
prefer to settle it right here in the bus!” shouted Fiske, and Sothern went into an even more
violent tantrum. He took off his overcoat and handed it to the nearest old lady to hold. “No
man on earth,” he howled, “can speak to me like that and live, with the exception of my good
friend John Robinson of Philadelphia.” “My name is Robinson,” spoke up Fiske, “and my
Christian name is John, and I have just arrived from America, but I don’t happen to have the
pleasure of your acquaintance, nor do I want it.” Instantly Sothern's manner changed. He
climbed over several of the other passengers and clasped Fiske in his arms, saluting him as
his old friend from Philadelphia. He announced to everyone on the bus that this was his
dearest friend, that this was one of the happiest moments of his life, and that he and John
Robinson were now going out somewhere and celebrate. They left the bus arm in arm, having
given the old women and the clergymen and the farmer something to talk about for the

remainder of their lives. ( Joker 120-21)
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4. WEDFEVWEKET L2502 LTEITAOKK2ZE) Va—2 (8.12)
The most celebrated of all British practical jokers was William Horace De Vere Cole, whose
career will be considered in later pages. He was a citizen of substance and had a large house
in a fashionable section of London. One day he was hanging some paintings in his home when
he ran out of twine. He put on his hat and walked to the nearest stringmonger’s shop and
bought a ball of twine. On his way home he saw an elegant Englishman, a stranger,
approaching. The man was so stiffish, so splendidly dressed, that Cole could not pass him by.
Quickly he whipped out his ball of twine and stepped up to the gentleman. “I say,” he spoke
with some show of deference, “I'm in a bit of a spot. We're engaged in surveying this area in
order that we may realign the kerb, and my assistant has somehow vanished. I wonder if 1

”

could prevail upon your time for just a few moments. " “To be sure,” said the stranger, ever
the proper Englishman. “If,” said Cole, “you'd be so kind as to hold the end of this string. Just
stand where you are, and keep a tight hold on it, and we'll be finished in a few moments. It's
really quite important.” The splendid gentleman took hold of the end of the string and Cole
began backing away from him, unwinding the ball. He continued all the way to the corner,
turned the corner and disappeared. He proceeded, still unwinding the ball, until he was
halfway up the block, at which point the string gave out. He stood for a moment, not knowing
quite what he should do now. He had about decided to tie the string to a doorknob when
Providence sent him a second gentleman, fully as elegant and polished as the first. Cole
stopped him. Would the good sir be so kind as to assist him in an engineering project?
Certainly! Cole handed him the end of the string and asked that he simply stand firm and hold
it. Then Cole disappeared through an alleyway, hastened to the shop for another ball of twine,
and returned to his home to resume hanging pictures. Cole never knew how long those two
men stood holding the string. He could have circled back and spied on them, but he didn't
even consider doing it. The more accomplished practical jokers seem to prefer a situation in
which the denouement is left to their imaginations. They enjoy sitting down and thinking

about what may have happened. (Joker 17-18)
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5. REMABRDZRESERLEZVa—2 (9.12)

One day in 1809 Hook was strolling with a friend, Sam Beazeley, who wrote farces for the
theater. They came to Berners Street, a small avenue famous in that time for its serenity.
People of social importance lived in Berners Street because it was so quiet. Sam Beazely
remarked on the peaceful aspect of the street. “Tll lay you a guinea,” said Hook, “that within
one week I can make this the most talked about street in all of London.” The bet was taken on
the spot and Hook quietly noted the name on the doorplate at No. 54. The house was
occupied by a sedate widow named Tottingham. A couple of mornings later, before breakfast,
a wagonload of coal drew up before Mrs. Tottingham’s house. A van of furniture followed,
then a hearse with a coffin and a train of mourning-coaches. Two important physicians, a
dentist, and a midwife arrived in separate vehicles and now traffic was beginning to pile up.
Into the street came a wagon carrying a pipe organ and six men to unload it and after them a
load of beer in kegs. There followed a cartload of potatoes; plus coachmakers, clockmakers,
carpet-manufacturers, confectioners, wig-makers, opticians and curiosity dealers, all bearing
samples of their wares. And after them, an assortment of coachmen, footmen, cooks,
housemaids and nursemaids, all seeking employment. Now arrived vehicles of greater
elegance, carrying the Governor of the Bank of England, the Archbishop of Canterbury, a
Cabinet Minister, the Chairman of the East India Company, the Lord Chief Justice, the Duke
of Gloucester, and the Lord Mayor himself. Berners Street was bedlam. Carriages and wagons
and carts were jammed together, their wheels locked, horses leaping about, and above all, the
shriek and clamor of the indignant tradespeople, who began venting their rage on one
another. Wagons were overturned and their contents scattered, some of the dignitaries were
jostled and insulted, and across the way from Mrs. Tottingham’s, concealed behind a curtain
in a lodging house, Hook and Beazeley enjoyed the entire spectacle. The madness in the
street continued throughout the day and a good part of the night, but when darkness fell
Hook departed from the neighborhood, departed even from London, and hid himself deep in
the country until public indignation died down. He had written hundreds of letters, signing
Mrs. Tottingham’s name, and he had lured the dignitaries to the scene by letters which hinted
that the Berners Street widow was preparing to dispose of her fortune. (Joker 111-12)
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6. BEMIEROBMIPADEZHZEFEERAATE Va—7 (11 /12)
Not long ago a woman in Germany went to court and asked for a divorce from the brute she
had unfortunately married. She told the judge that her chief pleasure in life came from
reading detective novels. Every time she brought home a new one, her husband would write

the name of the murderer at the head of Chapter 1. She got the divorce. (Joker 237)
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The practical joke which is most often used to illustrate the tragic implications of the business is the
following: Two young men, named Joe and Bill, were out hunting on a hot day. They arrived at a
farmhouse and Joe went inside to ask the farmer’s permission to hunt on his land. Bill remained

outside. The farmer told Joe it would be all right, if Joe would do him a favor. “On your way over to the



30

f&d

B A fHT

“woods,” said the farmer, “you'll pass through a field where there’s a horse. He's old and sick and needs

to be put out of his misery. Shoot him for me, and you can hunt all you want to on my land.” Outside Joe
said nothing to Bill about the horse and they arrived at the pasture. As they came close to the old horse,
Joe suddenly began acting strangely. He rolled his eyes and wagged his head back and forth. “I think I'll
kill that horse,” he growled and, raising his gun, put a bullet into the animal’s brain. Then Joe turned,
swaying crazily, and said: “Now I think I'll kill you!” Instantly Bill raised his rifle and shot Joe through
the heart. (Joker 52-53)
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